
 
  

    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH 
The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

  

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 

V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 

 

Parish Council 

Luai Sweiss - Chairman 

Abdullah Tadros - Vice Chairman 

Jason Haddad - Treasurer 
Ramiz Sweiss- Financial Secretary  

Fabiola Sweis  - Secretary 

Nidal Al-Farah 
Constantin Kari 

Abeer Khouri 

Faris Samawi 
Bassam Shaheen  

Feras Sweis  

 

Parish Ministries 

Sunday School - Philip Riske 

SOYO - Murad Salman  
Fellowship - Fabiola Sweis 

Antiochian Women -  
Magida Abudayyeh  

Handmaids - Mansoura Khouri and 

Lina Haddad 
Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 
Athletics - Melad Qodsi 

Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman and 
Faris Samawi 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss 
 

  

Office 

May Sweis 

administrator@stmaryoc.org 

 

Church Hall Rental 

Call the church office or email our 

Office Administrator 

 

December  20th, 2015 
The Sunday before the Nativity of Christ  

(The Genealogy)   
 

 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:00p.m. -- Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins -- 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.” 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Changes in the Liturgy 

Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee: Alleluia!  

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Four) 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women 

disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly 

broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is 

risen, granting the world Great Mercy.   

Troparion of the Fore-feast (Tone Four) 

Be thou ready, O Bethlehem; for Eden hath been opened for all. Prepare, O 

Ephratha; for the Tree of life hath blossomed forth in the cave from the Virgin; for 

her belly did appear as a noetic paradise in which is planted the divine Plant, 

whereof eating we shall live and not die as Adam. Verily, Christ shall be born, 

raising the likeness that fell of old.   

Troparion of the Sunday before the Nativity (Tone Two) 

Great are the accomplishments of faith; for the three holy youths rejoiced in the 

fountain of flames as though at waters of rest. And the Prophet Daniel appeared a 

shepherd to the lions as though they were sheep. Wherefore, by their pleadings, O 

Christ God, save our souls.  

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy 

falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, 

being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from 

death.  

 Kontakion of the Fore-feast of the Nativity (Tone Three) 

Today the Virgin cometh unto the cave to give birth to the Word who was born  

before all ages, begotten in a manner that defies description. Rejoice, therefore, O 

universe if thou shouldst hear and glorify with the Angels and the shepherds.  

Glorify Him who by His will shall become a new-born Babe and who is our God 

before the ages.   
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  Epistle for the Sunday before the Nativity   

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our Fathers! 

For Thou are just in all that Thou hast done to us! 

The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews (11:9-10, 32-40). 

Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, 

living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he 

looked forward to the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 

And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,       

Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith     

conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of   

lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of 

weakness, became mighty in war, and put foreign armies to flight. Women received 

their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that 

they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and 

even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were 

killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,          

afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the world was not worthy—wandering over deserts 

and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well         

attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen 

something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

Gospel for the Sunday before the Nativity   

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (1:1-25). 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.  

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father 

of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and  

Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of 

Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of 

Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by 

Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king.  And    

David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of 

Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and 

Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the 

father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, 

and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and         

Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father 

of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.  And after 

the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the 

father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of 

Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok 

the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar,  
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Important: Mark your Calendars for Christmas Liturgy 
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas Liturgy. Matins will 
begin at 5pm followed by Liturgy at 6pm, Thursday December 24th. How can 
we truly celebrate Christmas if we skip out on Christmas Liturgy? The      
Christmas season is a very busy time, & we have plans to be with friends &  
family. But, we must learn to set our priorities straight, so schedule your      
gatherings around the Christmas Liturgy. Can you imagine having a birthday  
party without the birthday boy?! That’s exactly what we do when we don’t      
attend Christmas Liturgy. Let us begin to change the secularization of Christmas 
& bring Christ back into the picture by remembering the reason for the season. 
We look forward to seeing you all at Christmas Liturgy. God bless! 

The Nativity Fast (Advent) begins Sunday, November 15th and will end        
December 24th (after Christmas Eve Liturgy). We are to fast from meat and 
dairy.  In order for fasting to be effective, it must be accompanied with prayer 
and acts of mercy and love. St. John Chrysostom reminds us: “What good is it 
to fast from meat and dairy, if we devour and eat one   another.”  Please          
remember to love and forgive in this special time in which we prepare for the 
birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the  

father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, Who is called 

Christ.  So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, 

and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the  

deportation to Babylon to the Christ were fourteen generations.  Now the birth of  

Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When His mother Mary had been betrothed to 

Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; 

and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame,          

resolved to divorce her quietly.  But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 

Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear 

a son, and you shall call His Name Jesus, for He will save His people from their 

sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and His Name shall be called      

Emmanuel” (which means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as 

the angel of the Lord had commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until 

she had borne a son; and he called His Name Jesus.  



 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

12/20:  Jamal and Kholoud Swais & Family 

12/27:  Ziad and May Sweis & Family 

1/03:  Ghaleb and Rita Sweis & Family 

Epistle Reading 
 

12/20:  Marian Fahmy & Rima Sleiman 

12/27:  Reem Sweis & Nour Swaiss 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to prepare 

communion and to share with our parishioners at 

the end of the service. What better way to honor 

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,         

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, 

and it encourages fellowship among our communi-

ty. 

Orthodoxy 101: The Saints 

By Fr. Thomas Hopko 

 

The doctrine of the Church comes alive in the lives of the true believers, the saints. The 

saints are those who literally share the holiness of God. “Be holy, for I your God am holy” (Lev 

11:44; 1 Pet 1:16). The lives of the saints bear witness to the authenticity and truth of the Christian 

gospel, the sure gift of God’s holiness to men. 

In the Church there are different classifications of saints. In addition to the holy fathers who 

are quite specifically glorified for their teaching, there are a number of classifications of the various 

types of holy people according to the particular aspects of their holiness. 

Thus, there are the apostles who are sent to proclaim the Christian faith, the evangelists who specifically     

announce and even write down the gospels, the prophets who are directly inspired to speak God’s word to men. 

There are the confessors who suffer for the faith and the martyrs who die for it. There are the so-called “holy 

ones”, the saints from among the monks and nuns; and the “righteous” those from among the lay people. 

 

Churching 

Jacob 

Parents:  Gerese and Razan Tadros 

Congratulations! 

40 Day Memorial 

Gader Ayed Alnaser 

May his memory be eternal! 

http://oca.org/Images/About/Doctrine/northamersts2.jpg
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Online registration is at www.StMaryOC.org/sunday_school.html  
OR 

Register on a computer outside of the Church Gym. 

December 
    

  20th:  Sunday School - Movie Day 
 

  27th - Jan 3rd, Christmas Break 
 

January 
  2nd - Creative Projects Mini Camp  
            (10-2pm) 
  

 3rd -  Creative Projects Mini Camp  
            (1-3pm)  
 

16th-18th  Creative Projects Mini Camp  
                  (1-3pm) 

Basketball Open Gym 

 

Sunday 
December 17th at 7:00 pm 

December 20th at 4:00 pm 

December 27th at 4:00 pm 
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Tenth Annual High School Retreat 
Reminders!!! 

 
 Chaperone/Teen/Parent Mandatory Meeting-               

Today, December 20th  
 Final Payment Due Today, December 20th 

Please see one of the officers or their advisors to      
register for this memorable event!   

 

SOYO Officers 

Murad Salman-President 
Jacky Tadros-Vice President 

 Simon Tadros-Teasurer 

Jenna Riadi-Secretary 
Lily Tadros-Public Relations 

 Rima and Milad Sleiman-Advisors 
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TEEN SOYO NIGHTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome all teens to attend our Wednesday, Teen SOYO Nights 
 

Every Wednesday from 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM 
 

The first Wednesday of each month is a bible study. 
  

We enjoy fellowship, open discussions, time in the gymnasium 
 

& homework time as well! 
 

For more information, please contact: 
 

Deacon Saed Rihani, Milad Sleiman, or Rima Sleiman  
 

Deacon Saed: saedrihani6@gmail.com/ (773)  454– 2191 
 

Milad: milad.s.sleiman@gmail.com/ (630) 632 –6747 
 

Rima: rima.saigh@gmail.com/ (708) 590– 9559  
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Saturday, December 19th 
5:30 p.m. in the Nadi 

 
 

It is finally that time of year!  
Wear your ugliest Christmas sweater & 
bring your favorite Lenten dish to share.  

 
The FSJD is hosting a Christmas  

Gathering filled with fun activities &  
a session given by St. Mary’s clergy. 

 
If you would like to participate in a grab 

bag, please bring a gift within the  
amount of $20.  

 
The person with the ugliest  

Christmas sweater will be awarded a 
prize! 

 
 

Questions? Please contact 
Marram Salman (708)-307-7473  

Reem Sweis  (708)-522-9477 
 

 
6330 W. 127th St. Palos Heights, IL | StMaryFSJD   

   

Christmas Gathering 

The Fellowship of St. John the Divine  
cordially invite you to a  
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St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights 
 

We need YOU to become future Leaders of our  

FELLOWSHIP for 2016!  

 

 
 

Saturday, December 19th 
(during our Christmas Gathering) 

St. Mary’s Nadi 
 
 

If you're interested in taking a position of leadership in our Fellowship 
of St. John the Divine, please see Fabby Sweis or Dn. Saed with a     
self-nomination or recommendation of others to run for Office.   

We are looking for nominations for the offices of President,  
Vice President, PR and Treasurer. 

Deadline to submit nominations is Sunday, December 13th.  
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November 8th - December 27th 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Food  Drive Grocery List: 
Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Jelly, Peanut Butter, Rice, 

Shelf Stable Milk, Soup, Tuna, Stew, Canned Vegetables Canned 

Fruit, Mac & Cheese. 
 

Remember to bring items for the Food Drive this Sunday.        

Each Sunday School class will compete to raise the most food. 
 

The winning class will receive a Pizza Party! 
 

Sunday School Students should drop off their food items in one of 

the carts just outside of the Sunday School’s main entrance (in the 

large hall way).  Each cart will be labeled by grade. 
 

Remembering the words of St. John Chrysostom: “It is a  better thing to 
feed the hungry than to raise the dead.” 

 

Winter Food 
Drive 2015 

udÔÚÙdÔËdz families are 

struggling with hunger  

·ÊÒÊÒÇÊ×rrrxvdÑÇØdÔËd

ËÔÔÉdÜÎÑÑdËÊÊÉdÆdËÆÒÎÑÞd

ÔËdxdËÔ×dw days!  
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“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 

and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  Mark 10:45  
 

ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN SAINT 

MARY’S SOYO AT OUR TENTH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS RETREAT! 
 

Come get inspired and reconnected with your faith. Special sessions with  

Fr. Malek Rihani, Fr. Mousa Haddad, and Dn. Saed Rihani!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Information Contact: Rima Sleiman at (708) 590-9559 
 

" For Scholarships or Financial Assistance, please contact Fr. Mousa Haddad directly."  
 

DEADLINE: December  20, 2015  
 

$50 DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

Space is Limited 

SOYO 10TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS RETREAT 

What: Christmas Retreat 2015 

Where:   St. Iakovos Retreat Center, Kansasville, WI 

When: December  28th - December 30th, 2015 

Who:   All High School Students are welcome 

Cost:   $100 per teen   
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Save 3 Lives, Help Syrian 
Refugees and Receive a 

Free Flu Shot!!!  
January 3, 2016 

8:00AM ð 2:00PM 

St. Mary Orthodox Church 

 

Hereõs your chance to start your new year out right!  
Sign up for St. Maryõs blood drive.  

We will be able to donate $10 to the IOCC Syrian 
Relief fund for every presented donor. 

Plus you can receive a free flu shot. 
Donõt miss out on this amazing opportunity!   

Sign up today!!! 
Angela Haddad @ 708.715.9057 or angelahaddad14@gmail.com 
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If you are interested in nominating yourself or 
another person for St. Mary’s Parish Council, 
please let Fr. Mousa or Luai Sweiss know by 
Sunday, December 20th. Nominations will not be 
considered after that date.  
 
Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will 
take place Sunday, January 10th immediately   
following the Divine Liturgy. Mark your          
calendars and make every effort to attend. 
 
Please make sure your 2015 pledge is paid in full 
by Sunday, December 27th, so that you can      
participate in the General Assembly. 
 

Thanks and God bless! 
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Please Contact Nidal Haddad at (708) 691-8849 or at Haddadnidal24@yahoo.com. 
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Weekly Synaxarion 

 On December 20 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate 

the New-martyr John the tailor of Thasos; and Daniel II, archbishop of 

Serbia.  On this day, the Sunday before the Nativity of Christ, our holy 

and God-bearing Fathers have enjoined us to make commemoration of 

all them that from the beginning of time have been well-pleasing unto 

God, from Adam even unto Joseph the Betrothed of the Most Holy  

Theotokos, according to genealogy, as Luke the Evangelist hath          

recounted historically; and likewise for the Prophets and Prophetesses, 

especially of Daniel the Prophet and the three holy youths.  It is also 

known as the Sunday of the Holy Genealogy. We remember the     

aforementioned names, those in the Old Testament who were related to 

Christ by blood, and those who spoke of His Birth as a man. In the    

Divine Liturgy, we shall read of Jesus Christ’s lineage from the Gospel 

of Saint Matthew. In this way, the Church shows us that Christ truly  

became a man, taking on human nature. He was not a ghost, an          

apparition, a myth, a distant imagined god, or the abstract god of      

philosophers; such a god does not have a family tree. Our God is the 

God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He has flesh and blood, human      

ancestors—many of whom sinned greatly, but like David, also repented 

greatly. Yet, all of these righteous ones in every age had been            

well-pleasing to God because they loved Him. By taking on human   

nature, the Son of God became like us in all ways, in flesh and blood, in 

mind and soul, and in heart and will. He differed from us in only one 

way: He could not sin. Since we know that Christ’s human nature       

remained sinless, He is also fully divine, and He shows us the way in 

which we can avoid sin, and so improve and transform our human     

nature.  By their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy upon us and 

save us. Amen. 


