St. Mary Parish Clergy

V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor
V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis
Subdeacon Ameer Tadros

Parish Council

Luai Sweiss - Chairman

Abdullah Tadros - Vice Chairman
Jason Haddad - Treasurer

Ramiz Sweiss- Financial Secretary
Fabiola Sweis - Secretary

Nidal Al-Farah

Constantin Kari

Abeer Khouri

Faris Samawi

Bassam Shaheen

Feras Sweis

Parish Ministries

Sunday School - Philip Riske
SOYO - Murad Salman
Fellowship - Fabiola Sweis
Antiochian Women -

Magida Abudayyeh

Handmaids - Mansoura Khouri and
Lina Haddad

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman
OClLife - Nancy Cannon
Fishers of Men - John Eannace
Athletics - Melad Qodsi

Choir - Michael Rascia
Chanters - Khaled Salman and
Faris Samawi

Webmaster - Sana Sweis

Office
May Sweis
administrator@stmaryoc.org

Church Hall Rental
Call the church office or email our
Office Administrator

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL. 60463
Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org)
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Oct dphy2015

Sunday of the Holy Fathers
of the Seventh
Fourth Sunday
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Weekly Schedule of Services

Saturday: 5:00p.m. -- Great Vespers
Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins - 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins - 10:30 a.m. Bible Study
(Confessions by Appointment)
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Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family.
If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's
house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.”

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.
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Changes in the Liturgy

Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee: Alleluia!

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Two)

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal
One, then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst
raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud
unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.

Troparion of the Fathers (Tone Eight)
Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise who didst establish our holy
Fathers as luminous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the
true Faith, O most merciful One, glory to Thee.

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in
thy falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into
life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our
souls from death.

Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Two)

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the
Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have
sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry
unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou

who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.




Epistle for the Holy Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council

Blessed are thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers!

For Thou are just in all that Thou hast done to us!

The Reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to Titus (3:8-15).

Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these things, so that
those who have believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good
deeds; these are excellent and profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies,
genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the law, for they are unprofitable and
futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once or twice,
knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is self-condemned. When I
send Artemas or Tychicos to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for I
have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer
and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. And let our people learn to
apply themselves to good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be
unfruitful. All who are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who love us in
the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.

Gospel for the Fourth Sunday of Luke

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (8:5-15).

The Lord spoke this parable: "A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he
sowed, some fell along the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the
air devoured it. And some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away,
because it had no moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns grew
with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew, and yielded a
hundredfold." And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, Jesus
said, "To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for
others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may
not understand. Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones
along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the
word from their hearts, that they may not believe and be saved. And the ones on
the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy; but these
have no root, they believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. And as
for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their
way they are choked by the cars and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit
does not mature. And as for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the
word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience."
As Jesus said this, he called out, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."
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PARISH NEWS

; Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 3rd & 9th Day Memorial
ﬁﬁ////(f(/(( signing up for one or more Sundays to Elaine Sweis

£ =% provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. May her memory be eternal!
It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to prepare

c%ol
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communion and to share with our parishioners at

the end of the service. What better way to honor
your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,
graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort,
and it encourages fellowship among our communi-

40 Day Memorial
Riad Sweis
May his memory be eternal!
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Holy Bread and Coffee Hd(@®> Wedding
) Hazem Nader Sweis
10/11: Munther and Shireen Salman & Family and
Sandra Lynn Cullinan
10/18: Luai and Suha Sweiss & Family Congratulations!
10/25: Bishara Sweis & Family —
é@’ Churching
Epistle Reading Musa
_ ) Parents: Ibrahim and Mirna Issa
10/11: Mathew Ibrahim & Nour Swaiss C lati '
10/25: Jenna Riadi & Faris Samawi ongratulations:

Open every Sunday after Liturgy
Monday -Friday
11:00am - 2:00

Please email Nader Haddad at
naderemile3@yahoo.com
with any requests.

Mnunciation Bookstor

Sharing the Good News of the Gospel

o -
St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights, IL

Bible Study verse of the week (from the Orthodox

John 3:3,5 “...Unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.. unless one is born of the water
and the Spirit he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”

The Orthodox Study bible explains that from the beginning the Church has recognized the water to be the
water of Baptism, and the Spirit to be the “Holy Spirit” that is received through anointing or “Chrismation
[AL-Mayroon].” In Baptism, the person to be “born again” is immersed in the water three times in the name
of the Trinity. A true mystery takes place: We “die” going down into the water to be mystically united to
Christ in His death, and we live again, rising up out of the water in His resurrected humanity. In short, that’s
how we are “born again.”




Special Olympics
AWARENESS DAY

As NAC Teen SOYO prepares to run and sponsor the 35t Annual
Special Olympics Sports Camp; we ask that you be generous in helping
our teens in this ministry. Three hundred and twenty-seven (327)
athletes and coaches participated in our camp last summer. Teen SOYQ
members come from all over North America to volunteer their time, to
reach out to others, and fulfill the Gospel: “Inasmuch as you did it to one
of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.” (Matthew 25:40)

I\ ext Sunday, October 18, our teens will request your financial
donations to enable them to sponsor the 35® Annual Special Olympics
Sports Camp, which will be held at the Antiochian Village, in August of
2016. Please be generous as our teens need to raise in excess of $72,000
to run this worthwhile program.

As an expression of our teens’ gratitude for your support of this important
ministry, you will receive an icon bookmark of Saint Porphyrios. He
served in the Athonite Skete of Kafsokalyvia, in the Cell of 5t. George.
Through his role as spiritual father, Saint Porphyrios became known to
an ever-wider circle of Orthodox followers. He was declared a saint on
November 27, 2013.

Thank you for your assistance. Please make checks payable to
your local teen group.

SAINT PORPHYRIOS
OF KAVSOKALYVIA BB iyl ihi i (Select "SOYO Special Olympics”)

https://www.antiochianevents.org/donate/TeenSOYO




SOYO' Upcoming Events S

Orthodox Clnis{ﬁo; Coalition
Healthy  Youth October — National Substance

Abuse Prevention Month encourages Parish
Community awareness to ensure the health of teens
and young adults.

10/11: Kunafeh Sale || Sotimsns i -
1 O/l 8 : NaChO Sale million alcohol and illicit drugs. @NCADD

NATIONAL COUNCIL ON ALCOHOLISM AND
DRUG DEPENDENCE, INC.

10/25: Bake Sale COMING UP: RED RIBBON WEEK

OCTOBER 23 - 31
Through community-based efforts involving
R E DQ youth, parents, clergy, educators, and civic
authorities, we can strengthen the support
RIBBON systems that deter our nation's young people

CAMPAIGN X .
from drug consumption and improve both
academic performance and workforce readiness.

& Online registration is at www.StMaryOC.org/sunday_school.html E
o OR o
w Register on a computer outside of the Church Gym. r
Y Y
October WP
24 h: Mi ddl e School Conf e
1p . A4 p.m. at Church G
November &
1t5hkt Practice for Chri
atlikoon in Christian Edu
W
2dt3r &t h Confession Worksh,
1p . a4 p.m. at Church P
December .
6t h: Breakfast withi{Sai
After Liturgy at Ch
@\v
1t3h: Sunday School Gﬁhris

at the end of thu

9: a280m 2 :p3 0n.
2 7 hJ a3, Christmas Break
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- 1 MIDWEST SOYO 1

St.Mary’s
Goshen, IN.!

YOUTH MOATH

= ONAUENGE!

SIMPLE!

10 Help out around your church by watching over the candle stand to aid in cleaning and
donations! You can also help with collection, or be a greeter. Or, plan fun events for every
Sunday of October to all be together more this month!
2 Take a picture of your SOYO and you, then either email us, tag us on Instagram
Q

(@ MidwestSOY0), tweet it to us on Twitter (@ MidwestSOY0), or post it on our
Facebook page, “Midwest Diocese SOY0”
30 Sit back and relax! If you submit a picture every Sunday in October, then

you get more entries for a drawing!

A GIFTCARD FOR YOUR FAVORITE PIZZA PLACE, PRAYER ROPES, AND AN ICON!
WINNER ANNOUNCED NOVEMBER I°"




“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and
to give his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45

This Fall you do not want to miss the...

Fellowship Retreat
Hosted by he Fellowship of St. John the Divine

October 9" - 11" 2015

St. lakovos Retreat Center
Kansasville, WI

The Fellowship at St. Mary invites everyone ages 19-99 to
experience the weekend of a lifetime! The keynote speaker for the
weekend will be our beloved Archdeacon Saed Rihani. During the

Fellowship Retreat we will partake in church services, interactive
sessions, indoor/outdoor leisure activities, and much more. We will
be surrounded by nothing but Orthodoxy and beauty in the newly
built retreat center opened by the Greek Archdiocese.

$200 (per person) will cover ~ EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION

the cost of the entire $175 if you sign up and pay
weekend including meals, a $50 non-refundable
lodging, and transportation. deposit by July 26th!

As with all events at St. Mary, if you would like to participate but
need financial assistance, please see Fr. Mousa.

To sign up or address any questions, contact
Fabiola Sweis at fabiolasweis@gmail.com

6330 W. 127th St. Palos Heights, IL | StMaryFSID f O



CLERGY AND LAITY

FALL GATHERING

DIOCESE OFTOLEDO
AND THE MIDWEST

OCTOBER 16-18

St George Orthodox Church
10748 E 116th St.
Fishers, IN 46037
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Village (@ Home theme featuring PR(—) C' RA__\\ ls b (-) Rel Bk
Fr. AnthonyYazge and staff from WHOLE FAMILY

)S the Antiochian Village o Children 8-12

: ¢ ‘& Teens 13-19
\ ONPYB 35 , .
+ Color Wars! Young Adults 20+
L A $25 for children 8- = ¢
KR Bt (525 ToRgiRdrch g Antiochian Women
¢+ Evening Programs Children 7 and under M
. ¢ lViEn
¢+ Afternoon Program

*

<

*

free. Davcare provided Hif .
¢ Hierarchal Liturgy J B > o Cler gy

¢+ Great Fellowship it registered by Oct. 1, then S})eciai Cierg}' meetings Oct.

+ Much More! adiiy 15-16 with Bishop ANTHONY

Plus special sessions with Fr. AnthonyYazge, the and seminars on Youth andYoung

Antiochian Village Staff, and Bishop ANTHONY Adult ministries by Fr. Anthony
Hotel reservations at the Hampton INN Yazge'

6817 82nd St. Indianapolis, IN 46250 Families, and Diocesan
$94/night—2 Double or King rooms. Organizations, and clergy meet
" Breakfast included - Reserve by October 1 by Oct. 16-18

visiting htgg: Lot tinyurl.com/ mwiall2015




St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos
2"! Annual

Humanitarian Walk

Saturday, 1D20056
8:00am - 12:00pm

e Kat herine Natur e
740222k e Kat heri n
Pal os Het @hQ6 3 , I

Registration Fees
Adults: $20
Children: $10 (10 & under)

Sponsors
are interested in sponsoring this event please co
Shireen Salman.

Benefiting
St. Mary’s Orthodox Church Humanitarian Fund

Contact
Shireen Salman at 708-717-9640

Have Faith. Give generous
Love unconditionall
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St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church
2" Annual Humanitarian Walk
Saturday, October 17, 2015
8:00am — 12:00am
Lake Katherine Nature Center and Botanic Gardens
7402 Lake Katherine Dr., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Gold Sponsors - $1.000
gnition at event as Gold Sponsor.

rtunity for 5 company team members to participate in walk. Each team
eceive a T-shirt.
gmtlon as Sponsor with company logo on t-shirt.

g in all media releases as a Gold Sponsor.

any logo on St. Mary’s web page.

rtunity to distribute promotional items in gift bag provided to all walkers.
gnition in the church weekly bulletin.

Silver Sponsors - $500

gnition at the event as Silver Sponsor.

rtunity for 3 company team members to participate in walk. Each team
eceive a T-shirt.
gmtlon as Sponsor with company logo on t-shirt.

g in all media releases as a Silver Sponsor.

any logo on St. Mary’s web page.

rtunity to distribute promotional items in gift bag provided to all walkers.

gnition in the church weekly bulletin.

Bronze Sponsors - $250

gnition at the event as Bronze Sponsor.

rtunity for 2 company team members to participate in walk. Each team
eceive a T-shirt.
gn1t10n as Sponsor with company logo on t-shirt.

g in all media releases as a Bronze Sponsor.

any logo on St. Mary’s web page.

rtunity to distribute promotional items in gift bag provided to all walkers.
gnition in the church weekly bulletin.




St. Marybo
Annual Thanksgiving Dil

Hosted by Our Antiochian Women

‘When: Satur daye,0

Wher e: 81 cCon:
11025Ro0bert s
Pal os 60465,

me : Do ®r 9 00m
Adul $30. 00
Chil $i2@n00

For tickets please see one of the Antiochian
Women or Parish Council Members.

Give thanks to the Lord, for |
Psall g : 1




“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45

ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN SAINT
MARY’S SOYO AT OUR TENTH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS RETREAT!

Come get inspired and reconnected with your faith. Special sessions with
Fr. Malek Rihani, Fr. Mousa Haddad, and Dn. Saed Rihani!

What: Christmas Retreat 2015
Where: St. Iakovos Retreat Center, Kansasville, WI
When:  December 28th - December 30th, 2015
Who: All High School Students are welcome
Cost: $200 per teen
$150 for second teen from the same family
$100 for third teen from the same family

For Information Contact: Rima Sleiman at (708) 590-9559

" For Scholarships or Financial Assistance, please contact Fr. Mousa Haddad directly."

DEADLINE: December 20, 2015

Deposits are welcome!




IOCC Relief for the

SYRIA CRISIS

IN SUPPORT of the HUMANITARIAN WORK of
INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHARITIES

Thursday, October 15, 2015

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
1220 S. Cicero Court @ Cicero, IL 60804 M

7:00 pm: Reception and Hors D’oeuvres
8:00 pm: Presentation

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS:

$5,000. . . . Grand Benefactor Sponsor
$2,500. . . . Benefactor Sponsor
$1,000. . . . Humanitarian Sponsor

$500- Angel Sponsor
52507+ - Patron Sponsor
$100 .. ... Friend Sponsor

TICKETS: $25 per person
Register online at
iocc.org/chicago

Contact: Donna Haddad Conopeotis
at dhconop@comcast.net



Weekly Synaxarion
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On October 11 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we
commemorate the Apostle Philip the deacon of the Seventy;
Venerable Theophanes the branded; Nektarios, Arsakios,
Sisinios and Philotheos Kokkinos, patriarchs of Constantino-
ple; and Venerable Jonah of Cyprus. On this day we
commemorate the holy and blessed Fathers who came together
for the second time 1n Nicaea, during the reign of the pious
and Christ-loving Sovereigns Constantine and Irene, against
those who impiously, ignorantly and foolishly asserted that the
Church of God worshippeth 1dols, and rejected the august and
holy icons. The Council met in 787 to refute the Iconoclast
heresy, whose camp believed that all depictions of Christ, His
Mother and the saints should be destroyed. The iconophiles
believed that icons served to preserve the doctrinal teachings
of the Church; and they considered icons to be man’s dynamic
way of expressing the divine through art and beauty. The
council decreed that the veneration of icons was not idolatry
(Exodus 20:4-5), because the honor shown to them is not
directed to the wood or paint, but passes to the prototype, or
the person depicted. It also upheld the possibility of depicting
Christ, Who became man and took flesh at His Incarnation.
The Father, on the other hand, cannot be represented in His
eternal nature, because “no man has seen God at any
time” (John 1:18). By the intercessions of the Holy Fathers, O
Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
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