
 
  

    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH 
The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

  

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 

V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 

 

Parish Council 

Luai Sweiss - Chairman 

Abdullah Tadros - Vice Chairman 

Jason Haddad - Treasurer 
Ramiz Sweiss- Financial Secretary  

Fabiola Sweis  - Secretary 

Nidal Al-Farah 
Constantin Kari 

Abeer Khouri 

Faris Samawi 
Bassam Shaheen  

Feras Sweis  

 

Parish Ministries 

Sunday School - Philip Riske 

SOYO - Murad Salman  
Fellowship - Fabiola Sweis 

Antiochian Women -  
Magida Abudayyeh  

Handmaids - Mansoura Khouri and 

Lina Haddad 
Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 
Athletics - Melad Qodsi 

Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman and 
Faris Samawi 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

  

Office 

May Sweis 

administrator@stmaryoc.org 
 

Church Hall Rental 

Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

 

August 2nd, 2015 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost and Ninth Sunday of Matthew 

Translation of the Relics of the Proto-Martyr  

Stephen the Archdeacon  

 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:00p.m. -- Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins -- 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.” 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Changes in the Liturgy  
Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee:      

Alleluia!  

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Eight) 

From the heights, thou didst descend, O compassionate one, and thou didst 

submit to the three-day burial, that thou might deliver us from passion, thou 

art our life and our resurrection, O Lord, glory to thee. 

Troparion of St. Stephen the Archdeacon  (Tone Four)  

O First of strivers among the Martyrs, thy head was crowned with a kingly 

crown, through the struggles that thou didst endure for the sake of Christ 

God; for thou didst reproach the folly of the Jews, and therefore, didst see 

thy Saviour on the right hand of the Father. Wherefore, to him continuously 

plead for our souls.  

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and 

in thy falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast         

translated into life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine                

intercessions, deliver our souls from death.   

 

Kontakion of the Transfiguration (Tone Seven)  

Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and thy Disciples, in so far as they 

were able, beheld thy glory, O Christ our God: so that, when they should see 

thee crucified, they would remember that thy suffering was voluntary, and 

could declare to all the world that thou art truly the effulgent Splendor of the 

Father.  



 

3 

Epistle for the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost  

Make your vows to the Lord our God and perform them! 

God is known in Judah; his name is great in Israel! 

The Reading is from Saint Paul’s First Letter to Corinthians (3:9-17). 

Brethren, we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.     

According to the grace given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a         

foundation, and another man is building upon it.  Let each man take care how he 

builds upon it.  For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, 

which is Jesus Christ.  Now if any one builds on the foundation with gold, silver, 

precious stones, wood, hay, straw—each man’s work will become manifest; for 

the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test 

what sort of work each one has done.  If the work which any man has built on the 

foundation survives, he will receive a reward.  If any man’s work is burned up, he 

will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. Do you 

not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?  If       

anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him.  For God’s temple is holy, 

and you are that temple.  

Gospel for the Ninth Sunday of Matthew  

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (14:22-34). 

At that time, Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the 

other side, while he dismissed the crowds.  And after he had dismissed the 

crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray.  When evening came, he 

was there alone, but the boat was in the middle of the sea, beaten by the waves; 

for the wind was against it.  And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus came to 

them, walking on the sea.  But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, 

they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!”  And they cried out for fear.  But      

immediately, Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart, it is I; have no fear.” And 

Peter answered him, saying, “Lord, if it is you, bid me come to you on the water.”  

Jesus said, “Come.”  So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and 

came to Jesus; but when he saw the mighty wind, he was afraid, and beginning to 

sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.”  Jesus immediately reached out his hand and 

caught him, saying to him, “O man of little faith, why did you doubt?”  And when 

they got into the boat, the wind became calm.  And those in the boat came and 

worshipped Jesus, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” And when they had 

crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.  



 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

08/02:  Emile and Eideh Haddad & Family 

08/09: Wajih and Suhad Haddad & Family 

08/16:  Joseph and Muna Makri & Family 

Epistle Reading 
 

08/02:  Awan Sweis & Fabiola Sweis 

08/09: Rima Sleiman & Lana Sweis 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to prepare 

communion and to share with our parishioners at the 

end of the service. What better way to honor your 

loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, gradua-

tion or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it en-

courages fellowship among our community. 

Annunciation Book Store  
Open every Sunday after Liturgy and  

Monday -Friday  

11:00am - 2:00 

  Please email Nader Haddad at naderemile3@yahoo.com with any requests. 

 

Understanding the TEN COMMANDMENTS 

Third Commandment:  
“Thou shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain” 

 Have I profaned the holy name of God in any way?  Have I cursed anyone or anything, or sworn a 

false oath?  Have I failed to give proper reverence to holy persons and things?  Have I had due respect for the 

clergy of the church or hindered them in performing God’s work?  Have I entered into any unlawful contract 

or made an unlawful promise?  

6 Month Memorial 

Tawfiq Daoud Sweiss 

Memory Eternal! 

Baptism 

Najib, Yazmine and Gianna Grace 

Parents: Ehab and Airib Sweis 

Congratulations! 
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Saturday , August 15th 

 5:00 pm   Great Vespers with Artoklasia for the Feast of the Dormition 

 6:00 pm    Fasting Pot Luck Dinner hosted by our Antiochian Women 

    in the Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, August 16th 

  8:45 am    Matins for the Feast of the Dormition 

10:00 am   Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with Bishop ANTHONY for  

    the Feast of the Dormition 

12:00 pm   Luncheon to follow Liturgy in the Fellowship Hall 

Annual Founders’ Day WeekendAnnual Founders’ Day WeekendAnnual Founders’ Day Weekend   
August 15th & 16th - Celebrating our Patronal Feast of  the Dormition 

Join us as we celebrate the visit of 
His Grace Bishop ANTHONY  

Bishop of  Toledo and the Midwest 
 

and as we welcome back our beloved 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Join us as we give thanks!Join us as we give thanks!Join us as we give thanks! 
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Date:   
Saturday, August 1st, 2015 

  

Time:   
11:30am - 1:30pm  
(please be there by 11:00) 

  

Location:  

Feed My Starving Children,   
                              555 Exchange Court, Aurora, IL 

  

  
 

 

Purpose:  Pack meals for starving children 
  

Feed My Starving Children is a Christian nonprofit hunger 

relief organization. We have 75 spots reserved for this event.  
  

Children (Kindergarten and older), teens, and adults are all 

welcome to attend.  Volunteer hours will be granted upon   

request. 
  

You need to register in order to attend.  All volunteers are  

encouraged to donate at least $7 (which will feed a child for 

an entire month)! 
  

To register, please contact May Sweis at 708-239-0004 from  

10am-3pm, Monday through Friday or  

at administrator@stmaryoc.org 
  

On behalf of Godõs children, thank you in advance for your commitment. 
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DORMITION  FAST 
 

Saturday, August 1st begins the Dormition Fast which is a two 
week fast in honor of our Patron Saint, the Virgin Mary.  

 
The fast will continue through August 15th. 

 
Please mark your calendars.  

 

God bless! 
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Register Now 
for 

St. Mary Vacation Church School 
August 3rd-7th 
from 1-5pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 

For children from Kindergarten through 8th grade. 
 

If  you have any questions go to SundaySchool@StMaryOC.org  

 

 
Today  

 
After Liturgy 

 

 
Sponsored by 

The Antiochian Women 
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* Food * Drinks * Camel Rides * Music * Games * Vendors * 
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What:    Dodge Ball Tournament Presented by  

         St. Mary’s Orthodox Athletic Ministry 

Who:     Ages 14 and up, 5 players per team; 1    

         must be female 

Fee:       $20 per person/$100 per team 

When:   Sunday, September 6th 2015 at 3:00 PM 

Where:  The Gymnasium of St. Mary Orthodox    

         Church at 6330 W, 127th St., Palos Heights,   

         IL, 60463 

 

FOR 

REGISTRATION  

FORMS AND MORE       

INFORMATION,  

CONTACT US AT             

athleics@stmaryoc.org 
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Dear families and friends, we are glad to  
announce that Arabic school will be starting 
September 12th and it will be held on       
Saturdays from 11:00am to 1:00pm.  An      

e-mail with additional information will go 
out in July. 

Please see Lamees Ammari after Liturgy to 
register  your child or if you have  

any questions please call the Arabic School  
Director Elia Sweiss at 708-707-1395. 
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§ Provide your children with an 
outstanding Orthodox 
Christian education. 

§ Let your children become 
more well rounded with their 
Faith , community, and 
culture. 

§ Set your kids on the right path 
to success! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS SEPTEMBER 13th 
Please see Philip Riske to register your children! 

òJesus said, òLet the little children come to me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the  

kingdom of heavenó ò - Matthew  19:14 

˳̔ˌ ˭́̒  ̙˯̒̔̈̏̄̏  ̘ˣ̈̒̃̕  ̈̏  ̆˰́̌̏  ̓˨̅̉̇̈̔̓ 
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Weekly Synaxarion 

 On August 2 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we        

commemorate the recovery of the sacred relics of the holy 

Proto-martyr and Archdeacon Stephen.  When the wicked 

Jews stoned Stephen to death, they left his body for the dogs 

to eat. After two nights Gamaliel, Paul’s teacher and a secret 

follower of Christ, came and took his body to Caphargamala, 

and buried it in a cave. Eventually, Gamaliel’s friend       

Nicodemus, his nephew Abibos and he were laid to rest in 

the same cave. The graves were forgotten, but in 415, in the 

time of Patriarch John of Jerusalem, Gamaliel appeared three 

times in a dream to the Priest Lucian, in Caphargamala, and 

told him the exact location of the burial place. With the     

Patriarch’s blessing, Lucian and others dug up the graves.    

A strong and fragrant odor from the relics of these saints 

filled the cave. Stephen’s relics were solemnly translated to 

Zion and there buried with ceremony, and the relics of the 

others were taken to a hill above the cave and laid to rest in a 

church there. Later, Stephen’s healing relics were translated 

to Constantinople.  On this day, we also commemorate the 

Venerable Photeini the wonderworker of Carpasia in Cyprus; 

and Blessed Basil the fool-for-Christ, wonderworker of  

Moscow. By their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on 

us. Amen. 


