
 

  

 

 

 ǼȱĀ ǴɆȆȶȱä!  ȻĀǼǲȶȥ! 

Fr. Mousa Haddad and Fr. Malek Rihani and their families 
wish you a  Blessed Christmas Celebration and a  

New Year filled with Godõs Blessings! 
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SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH  
The Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America  

  

òThe disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.ó (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

Very Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 

  

Parish Council 

Luai Sweiss - Chairman 

Constantin Kari - Vice Chairman 
Louis Sweiss - Treasurer 

Jason Haddad - Financial Secretary  

Lana Sweis - Secretary 
Nidal Al-Farah 

Feras Salman 

Faris Samawi 
Bassam Shaheen  

Feras Sweis  

  

Parish Ministries 

Sunday School - Philip Riske 

SOYO - Jasmine Sweis 
Fellowship - Rachel Kari 

Antiochian Women - Susan Sweis 
Handmaids - Mansoura Khouri and 

Lina Haddad 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 
OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 

Athletics - Melad Qodsi 
Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman and 

Faris Samawi 
Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

  

Office 

Jehan Haddad 

Katia Haddad 

administrator@stmaryoc.org 
 

Church Hall Rental 

Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:00p.m. -- Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins -- 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a ñWelcome Packet.ò 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  

December 24th, 2014 

The Nativity of our Lord and  

Savior Jesus Christ  
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To our Beloved Community of  St. Mary, 
 

Christ is Born! Glorify Him! 
 

òFor God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life.ó (John 3:16) 
 

Let us give thanks to God Almighty for all of  his blessings! 
 

Let us give thanks, first and foremost, that we were not abandoned after our fall 

from the Garden of  Eden, but rather, God did all things until he delivered us 

through Jesus Christ. 
 

Let us give thanks for our families and cherish our time together this Christmas, as 

we remember and pray for those who have lost loved ones this year. May their 

memory be eternal! 
 

Let us give thanks for the peace and freedom that we have as Americans, as we re-

member and pray for the people of  the Middle East and all over the world who 

suffer from violence and discord. 
 

Let us give thanks for our newly elected Father in Christ, His Eminence Metropoli-

tan JOSPEH, Archbishop of  New York and Metropolitan of  all North America, 

as we remember and pray for the soul of  His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP of  

thrice-blessed memory. May his memory be eternal! 
 

Let us give thanks for our parish family, as we pray that God will give us the 

strength and ability to continue pushing forward and achieving our dreams. 
 

May your Christmas celebration be joyful and holy, and may God shower you with 

his blessings this New Year.  Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

 

With love, 

Fr. Mousa Haddad - Fr. Malek Rihani 
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Changes in the Liturgy  
First Antiphon 

I will praise Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart: I will speak of all Thy                     

marvelous works. In the assembly of the upright and in the congregation, the 

works of the Lord are great. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

They are sought out according to all His purposes. His work is honorable and  

glorious, and His righteousness endureth forever. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and 

unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.  

Second Antiphon 
Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; that delighteth greatly in His command-

ments. His seed shall be mighty upon earth; the generation of the upright shall be 

blessed. 

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Glory and riches shall be in His house, and His righteousness endureth forever.  

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: He is gracious, full of                 

compassion and righteous.  

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and   

unto ages of ages. 

O only-begotten son and word of Godé  

Third Antiphon 

The Lord said unto my Lord: ñSit thou at my right hand, until I make thine                 

enemies thy footstool. The Lord shall send thee a rod of strength out of Zion. 

With thee is dominion in the day of thy power, in the beauties of thy saints. 

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they 
that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know 
that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!  
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Changes in the Liturgy 

Entrance Hymn 

Out of the womb, before the morning star, have I begotten 

Thee. The Lord hath sworn and will not change His mind: 

Thou art a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek. 

Save us, O Son of God, who wast born of a Virgin, who 

sing to Thee: Alleluia! 

Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four) 

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light 

of knowledge in the world; for they that worshipped the 

stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of Justice, 

and to know that from the east of the Highest Thou didst 

come, O Lord, glory to Thee!  

Kontakion of the Nativity (Tone Three) 

Today, the Virgin giveth birth to the transcendent in                   

essence; the earth offereth the cave to the unapproachable 

One; the angels with the shepherds glorify Him; and the 

Magi with the star travel on their way; for a new child hath 

been born for our sakes; God before the ages. 

Instead of the Trisagion Hymn, the following is sung 

(Tone One): 

ñAs many as have been Baptized into Christ, have put on 

Christ. Alleluia!ò 



 

8 

Epistle for the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  

Let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee! 

Shout with joy to God, all the earth! 
 

The Reading is from St. Paulôs Letter to the Galatians (4:4-7). 

Brethren, when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son, 

born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were                 

under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.  And  

because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts, crying ñAbba!  Father!ò  So you are no longer a slave but a 

son, and if a son then also an heir of God through Christ.  

Gospel of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (2:1-12).  

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,                   

behold wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, ñWhere is he who 

has been born king of the Jews?  For we have seen his star in the East, and have 

come to worship him.ò  When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and 

all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the 

people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  They told him, ñIn 

Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet:  óAnd you, O Bethlehem, 

in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from 

you shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.ôò Then Herod sum-

moned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star ap-

peared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ñGo and search diligently for the 

child, and when you have found him bring me word, that I too may come and 

worship him.ò  When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the 

star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over 

the place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceeding-

ly with great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his 

mother, and they fell down and worshipped him.  Then, opening their treasures, 

they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another 

way.  



 

9 

Changes in the Liturgy  

Megalynarion for the Nativity (Tone One) 
Magnify, O my soul, her who is more honorable 

and more exalted in glory than the heavenly hosts. 

I behold a strange and wonderful mystery: the 

cave a heaven, the Virgin a cherubic throne, and 

the manger a noble place in which hath lain Christ 

the uncontained God. Let us, therefore, praise and 

magnify Him. 

Koinonikon for the Nativity (Tone Eight) 
The Lord hath sent redemption to his people.             

Alleluia! 

Instead of ñWe have seen the true lightéò, sing: 

Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four) 
Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to 

the light of knowledge in the world; for they that 

worshipped the stars did learn there from to 

worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know 

that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, 

O Lord, glory to thee! 
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Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

12/28: Hasan and Saeda Sweis & Family  

01/04: Nahil Tadros & Family  

Honoring your loved ones: Please con-

sider signing up for one or more Sun-

days to provide Holy Bread and 

Coffee hour. Itôs this gift of Holy 

Bread that we use to prepare com-

munion and to share with our parishioners at the end 

of the service. What better way to honor your loved 

ones on their birthday, anniversary, graduation or 

memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages 

fellowship among our community. 

Epistle Reading 
 

12/24: Delia Haddad & Khaled Salman  

12/28: Lana Sweis & Nour Swaiss  

The 2015 Holy Bread &    

Coffee Hour sign-up sheet is 

available in the Church hall. 

Please take time to sign up for 

a Sunday. God bless! 

ñBible Verse of the Weekò 
 

ñBehold, a Virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, 

and his name shall be 

Emmanuel, which means, 

God with us.ò   
Matthew 1:23 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Please make sure you pick 

up your 2015 St. Mary     

Calendar after Liturgy. One 

per family. God bless! 
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This Christmas we will send 1000 packages 
to Romanian orphans.    

 

Items needed:  
§ Socks (non -white)  

§ Underwear  
All sizes, for Kids and Teenagers  

A cart will be located by the  Sunday  school entrance. We will 
be collecting items until Christmas.. Questions: Please see 

Kh. Delia or email her at kh.delia@gmail.com.  
  

God bless you for your generosity!  

  Taking our faith outside the church walls  
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All entries must be received by February 15th, 21015 with        
completed  entry forms. Rules posted in Sunday School 
Wing.     Entries by 1st thru 12th grade students will be 
entered in the  2015 Midwest PLC Creative Arts Festival. 

The 2015  
St Mary Creative Arts Festival 

February 16-March 8 

¶ For Ages 2 - 18 
¶ Artwork  
¶ Short Stories 
¶ Poetry 
¶ Photography  

See Grace Preyma Riske for details (630) 532-8640 

TOPIC: 
 Bringing Godõs 
lost sheep back 

 

Sunday School students ONLY may join us 
12:15PM to 1PM for workshops on the following dates:  

 
 

¶ January 11 -  Poetry & Creative Writing 
¶ January 25 - Photography Mounting come with developed photos  
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This annual retreat is an opportunity for you to build  

upon your Orthodox Christian faith and learn how to   

apply the teachings of Jesus Christ to your own life.  

Retreat Master Archdeacon Saed Rihani  

$100 per High School Student  

Cedar Lake Ministries Retreat Center ð Indiana  

Please see Orieb Sweis to register  

and make your payment. God bless!  
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December 31st, 2014 at 7:00pm 
St. Maryõs Gymnasium (North Entrance)  
6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 

Appetizers - Dinner - Sweets - Live Band - Open Bar 
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October 12th - December 28th 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Food  Drive Grocery List: 
Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Jelly, Peanut But-

ter, Rice, Shelf Stable Milk, Soup, Tuna, Stew, Canned 

Vegetables Canned Fruit, Mac & Cheese. 
 
 

There will be 4 baskets outside of the Sunday School 

doors (in the large hall way) for drop off. 

 

Remembering the words of St. John Chrysostom: òIt is a 

better thing to feed the hungry than to raise the dead.ó 

 

Winter Food 
Drive 2014 

udÔÚÙdÔËdz families are 

struggling with hunger  

·ÊÒÊÒÇÊ×rrrxvdÑÇØd

ÔËdËÔÔÉdÜÎÑÑdËÊÊÉdÆd

ËÆÒÎÑÞdÔËdxdËÔ×dw 

days!  
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The time has finally come! Our volleyball season is near and the excite-

ment is building. St. Maryôs Orthodox Church is proud to present our 3rd 

annual Co-Ed Volleyball League. What better way to enjoy yourself 

then with family, friends, and fun! This season will be a great one and 

you will not want to miss out. So spread the word and come join us! 

¶ ¶ Start date is January 11, 2015* 

¶ ¶ End date is March of 2015* 

¶ ¶ Must be 14 years or older  

¶ ¶ Deadline: December 14, 2014 

¶ ¶ Teams will be Co-ed 

¶ ¶ Games will be Sunday afternoons (Times TBD) 

Ý Ý Schedule is subject to change 

  

,ÏÃÁÔÉÏÎȡ   

φσσπ 7Ȣ ρςχÔÈ 3ÔȢȟ 0ÁÌÏÓ (ÅÉÇÈÔÓȟ ),Ȣ φπτφσ 

  

Kati Khouri 

Volleyball Coordinator 

708.257.7579 

Melad Qodsi 

Athletic Director  

708.692.0561 

athletics@stmaryoc.org 

 

General Assembly Meeting  & Parish Council Nominations  
 
 
 

 
�,�I���\�R�X���D�U�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���Q�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I���R�U���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���S�H�U�V�R�Q���I�R�U���6�W�����0�D�U�\�·�V���3�D�U��
ish Council, please let Fr. Mousa or Luai Sweiss know by �6�X�Q�G�D�\�����'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U������st. 
Nominations will not be considered after that date.  
 
Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will take place �6�X�Q�G�D�\�����-�D�Q�X�D�U�\������th  im-
�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\�����I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���'�L�Y�L�Q�H���/�L�W�X�U�J�\�����0�D�U�N���\�R�X�U���������������������F�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U�V���D�Q�G���P�D�N�H���H�Y�H��
�U�\���H�I�I�R�U�W���W�R���D�W�W�H�Q�G�� 
 
�3�O�H�D�V�H�� �P�D�N�H�� �V�X�U�H�� �\�R�X�U�������������S�O�H�G�J�H�� �L�V�� �S�D�L�G�� �L�Q�� �I�X�O�O�� �E�\�� �6�X�Q�G�D�\���� �'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U������th, so 
that you can     participate in the General Assembly. Thanks and God bless!  


