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St. Mary Parish Clergy 
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 
Very Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 
Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 
  
Parish Council 
Luai Sweiss - Chairman 
Constantin Kari - Vice Chairman 
Louis Sweiss - Treasurer 
Jason Haddad - Financial Secretary  
Lana Sweis - Secretary 
Nidal Al-Farah 
Feras Salman 
Faris Samawi 
Bassam Shaheen  
Feras Sweis  
  
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Philip Riske 
SOYO - Jasmine Sweis 
Fellowship - Rachel Kari 
Antiochian Women - Susan Sweis 
Handmaids - Mansoura Khouri and 
Lina Haddad 
Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 
OCLife - Nancy Cannon 
Fishers of Men - John Eannace 
Athletics - Melad Qodsi 
Choir - Michael Rascia 
Chanters - Khaled Salman and 
Faris Samawi 
Webmaster - Sana Sweis 
  
Office 
Jehan Haddad 
Katia Haddad 
administrator@stmaryoc.org 
 
Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 
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Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 
If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 
house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.” 
May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service. �
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Changes in the Liturgy 
Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, 

who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  
 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Eight) 
From the heights, thou didst descend, O 

compassionate one, and thou didst submit to the three-
day burial, that thou might deliver us from passion, 

thou art our life and our resurrection, O Lord, glory to 
Thee.  

 Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 
In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and 
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the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, 
deliver our souls from death.  

 Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Two)  
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, 
mediation unto the Creator most constant, O despise 

	�
�
���������
	
�����������
����������
�����		���� ��
�
be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who 

in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and 
speed thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever 

protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.  
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Epistle for the Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  

Gospel for the Second Sunday of St. Luke  

Make your vows to the Lord our God, and perform them! 
����������	�����
���
������������������������������  
The reading is from Saint Paul’s Second Letter to the          
Corinthians (6:16-18��7:1) 
���
���	�����
���
���
���������
�������	�������
��� ����
������������
live in them and move among them, and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.  Therefore come out from them, and be 
���
�

�� ����� 
����� �
��� 
��� ������ 
	�� 
����� 	�
��	 �� �	���
	��
then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you 
shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”  Since 
we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
every defilement of body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in 
the fear of God.  

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke
(6:31-36). 
The Lord said: “As you wish that men would do to you, do so to 
them.  If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  
For even sinners love those who love them.  And if you do good to 
those who do good to you, what credit is that to you?  For even 
sinners do the same.  And if you lend to those from whom you 
hope to receive, what credit is that to you?  Even sinners lend to 
sinners, to receive as much again.  But love your enemies, and do 
������
	����	��������
�	��	�
��	���	���
��	��
	���� ������
��������
������

��
	����������������	�����
��� ��
�!������� ��!�������	��
��
the ungrateful and the selfish.  Be merciful, even as your Father is 
merciful.”   
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All: I believe in one God, the Father Al-
mighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 
off all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, the Only-Begotten, begotten of the 
Father before all worlds, Light of Light, 
Very God of Very God, begotten, not 
�
���� ��� �	�� ����	��� ��
�� 
��� "

����� ���
whom all things were made.  Who for us 
men and for our salvation came down 
from Heaven, and was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man.  And was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was 
buried.  And the third day He rose again, 
according to the Scriptures. And ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of 
the Father. And He shall come again with 
glory to judge the quick and the dead, 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord 
and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from 
the Father, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshipped and glorified, 
who spake by the Prophets. 

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and 
#���
�����$������  

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remis-
���	������	��  

I look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the Life of the world to come.  Amen. 

� �=����F� G%�' ���� �* ����<� G H(I� GH	 �
� ���
H2���J��� �� �� �B��

�;K�� ���  � � �� ��� K �� ��� � ��� �%�'�� G �4 �� ��� ���
�#��� �!��

�G	��
 �� ���� �L�� �� ���.� G@��! �� ���� �M��! ��� H	 �
� ��� N( �� �� ��

� �� ��� C�� ��� ;�� �&
	��� �%�'� �%���$� �(O�� �� ��� �	� �� �� �� ���

�GH=� �)�F��� �� ���P�H	� �� �� ���GN=�
� �2��.� �� ��� N=�
� �2���.�GH�� ��

� 
%�'� ��� �'� �2��� Q�R���� �� �&�� �/ ���� S�5� �(T ��� H�� �! ��

� �%�/��� �� �� ���G��� ������ �� �
 ��� ����)�/��� �� ���Q �R���� ;H#�S��

� �U� 
���� �� ��� �	 �! �/ �� ��� G
�#��� �!��� �� ��� �%�V��� G��� �+8 �F

�����3� �( �)�+ ��� ;W ���X�� ���
�#��� �R�� ���� �� �� �� ��� �� �� ��� �W�	�A���

� ����$��� ; �� ���$��� ��
���X�� ���GS�* �������� �W�*8� ��� �	 �� �3� - �)�3

� �	 �� �+ ��� ;( ���' ���� S�5� ���� -) �3� �> �������� �� �� ������ S�5

�7�< ������� ;(O�� ��� �� ��� �� �3� �W�)�/ ���
�#��� �!��� - ���.

� � Q �R���� G���� �� ��� ��� �#��� �
 ���� ��� �	 ����� H	 �/ �� ��� S
���X��

�GS�� �
 �� ���� �( Y���� G�W�	�A���� �U� 
��� �� ��� ; �2�' �)��
��� �#����5

� �� �� �Z��� �(O�� �1��� �� �&�Q�R����G�(O�� �� ��� �=�������� ���

�H� �!� ���' �� ��� ; �#���������� ��� �= �*� ����� C	 �/ �� �� ��� �2��� C	� �/ �! ��

� �[ �� �� �3����� ; H� ����� �! ���
H� �! �	 �A��� GH� �� ��� �/� GH"�	 �
� ��

��� ��� ��
�$�- �/ �� ������� ;� ����* �F���� �"��

�?�, ��
��� H"�	 �
� ���

H� �� �	� �� �� �� ��

;���I�;S ��O���� �&�	���S�5��"��� �
 ������;- �� �� �� ��� 
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����������� �+ �)�F��� ����� 
%'����#��� ���QR����L�� �E�����

� H����� �%'�� ��O�� ��O�� ;�� �)���A��� �=
��� �� �5�� �� ��� -� D��

;��� �&�	����� �&	�-� D�� 

���������I. 

A Prayer of Godparents 

 �
�����	��� 

O Lord Jesus Christ our God, we thank 
You for all the good things that You have 
showered upon us from above, blessings 
seen and unseen and for the sacred task 
that You have placed before us as Godpar-
ents of our spiritual children. Recalling 
Your words to let the little children come 
unto You and that it is not the will of our 
Heavenly Father that one of these little 
ones should perish, we beg You to look 
upon our spiritual children and have mer-
cy on them. 
  
Grant them the grace to know You and the 
desire to serve You. Inscribe their names 
in Your book of life. Let no evil thought 
find a place in their hearts and become a 
passion that brings destruction. Rather 
surround our Godchildren with Your heav-
enly angels. Having been baptized with 
the Holy Spirit and fire, guide them to-
ward Your blessed commandments and 
burn up the weeds of all their offenses. 

� �%�'� - �)�3� �E�� �' �� ��� \����� ���.� �@��! �� ���� �M��! ��� 
( ����� � �� 
���

� ��� �' �� ������ \�# �8�� ���� �� ��� � �����)�3� ��� ��� �� �� �� ����� S������ �#����� ����

� �W�	�A�� ���� �( �/� �� ���� - �)�3��� \ �"��� �] ���� ���� �� ���, ������ �"��� �] ���� ���

�\ ��� �� �
� 
���� � ������������� H�� ������X�'� � ���A����3� - �)�3� �2�����A���� Q�R���

�� �� �'� ^ �S���.� ��� ���X��� �%��?�* ����� �� �3�	^� �E�� �� �A��� ����� �' �R��� Q�R�����

��
��� �E�)�� ���  � �����Q��� �� �!��� � ���������"�	��� �.� �S
�&�C	�� �# � �B�&� �� ��

� �# �8�� ���� �� ��� �� �] ����� ����� �E�����.� �M�� �< ����� ��R��
��� ; �%��?�* ����

; �E���� �
 ���� �� ���)�3��_�� �+ �� �� 

� 

�; H� �� �
 �� ��� �E� ��
�	 �F�� ��� �E� �5�� �� ��� - �� �
� �� �� �� ����� ���� �
 �� �� �.

��"��� �� ����� ��� �' �5����� ���� ���3� �	 �� ����� \"��� �
 ���� �� �?�!�S �5����� �)
�� �� �.

� ��� �������� ���� �)�� �/ �� ��� � �� ��� �)�$� S�5�7����' ��� �	 �/ ��� � � - �� �


�������������� �W�� �
��� K �� �
 ���� ��� \ �(� �� �F������ �� ����� �%��� �3���

��� �	 �� �� ��� ���� ����� ��� �� ��� ; ��� �� ��� �� �!��� �E���' �� �8 �� ��� ��� �� �
� 
���

� �� �' ��� ���� ���� �E�����+ ��� - ���.� �� �&�	 �� ����� \ ��� ������� �W�	�A���� �U� 
��� ��

;� �� �� � V� �1��� �/� �� ��� �� �&�� �� �* �� 
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Forgive us, also, Lord, for all of the ways 
in which we have neglected, in thought, 
word or deed, to set an example of repent-
ance and faith for our spiritual children to 
follow. Enlighten our hearts and minds 
with the will and knowledge, from this 
moment forward, to fulfill our holy calling 
as the sponsors of their birth on high. 

For thou art our life, O Christ our God, 
and unto thee do we ascribe glory, togeth-
er with thy father who is from everlasting, 
and thine all-holy, good, and life-giving 
Spirit, always, now and ever, and unto ag-
es of ages.  AMEN! 

�S�5� H%��� �&�� �� ��� � �����' �� ���� � ��� �%�'� - �)�3� 
( ��� ��� ��� �
 ��� �!

� ��� ��� ��Z��� �� ��� �	 ����� �%������ ��� �' ����� \ �%�� �� ����� �%�� �A������ �� �' �?���

������� �)�$� ��
����� ;�2��5� ��� �' �)�! ��� - �� �
� ��� �� �
� 
���� � ������������

� �� �� ����
��� \7�	 �3��+ ��� ��O�� �� ��� �� �5�� �� �� ������

�"�	��� ��Z���� ������ �A�3��

; �� �� �	� �� �� �� ����S
�5���� ������X�'� �� �! �	 �A�� �������������! �� 

� 

� �	 �/ �� ���� �%
�! �� ��� �E�����\� ���� ���.� �@��! �� ������� 
������������ �
� �� ����� �E�����

��2�! �	�$� �S�)�' ���� �E�
� �� ��� \ �2��� �#�	 ��� � � Q �R���� �E������ �1��

� @����+��\S�� �
 �� ������� �� �&�	� - ���D���� H�� �����
�%�' ��� ��O�

`�� ��I�;�� �� �&��	�� 

����

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  
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*** There will be a second collection today *** 
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Honoring your loved ones: Please con-
sider signing up for one or more Sun-

days to provide Holy Bread and 
Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy 
Bread that we use to prepare 

communion and to share with our pa-
rishioners at the end of the service. What better way to 
honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, 
graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it 
encourages fellowship among our community. 

 �!��"���������������� ��� �!��"���������������� ��� �!��"���������������� ��� �!��"���������������� ���� ���
10/05: Jamal and Kholoud Swais & Family  

10/12: Refqa Sweis & Family 

10/19: Hasan and Saeda Sweis & Family  

Epistle Reading 
 

10/05: Khaled Salman & Delia Haddad 
10/12: Lily Sweiss & Subdn. Matthew 

“Bible Verse of the Week” 
For everyone practicing evil hates the 
light and does not come to the light, 
lest his deeds should be exposed. But 
he who does the truth comes to the 
light, that his deeds may be clearly 
seen, that they have been done in 

God.” John 3:20-21  

Annunciation Book Store  
Open every Sunday after Liturgy and  

Monday -Friday  
11:00am - 2:00pm 

  Please email Nader Haddad at   
naderemile3@yahoo.com with any requests. 

40 Day Memorial 
Yasmin Swais  

Memory Eternal! 
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Sat Oct 4 

10:00am Fishers of Men Monthly Breakfast  

11:00am  Arabic School  

1:00pm  Youth Sports League  

5:00pm  Great Vespers  

Sun Oct 5  Fall Harvest Festival / Godparents' Sunday  

8:45am Matins  

10:00am Sunday School  

10:00am  Divine Liturgy  

2:00pm  Open Gym - Basketball  

Wed Oct 8 10:00am  Morning Prayers 

10:30am  Parish Bible Study  

7:00pm Parish Council Meeting  

Sat Oct 11 11:00am  Arabic School  

1:00pm  Youth Sports League 

5:00pm  Great Vespers  

Sun Oct 12 8:45am Matins  

10:00am Sunday School  

10:00am  Divine Liturgy for the Holy Fathers 

11:30am  Homemade Apple Pie Sale - SOYO  

2:00pm  Open Gym - Basketball  

 October is SOYO Month 
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The Fellowship of St. John cordially invites you to their annual 

Celebrating Godparent’s Sunday 
����
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St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church  
6330 W. 127th St. Palos Heights, IL 60463 
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Get ready for an awesome time  
every Tuesday evening!!!   

Earn prizes, awards and badges that Fr. Mousa will 
present in front of the whole church!!!   

 

Kids S.O.Y.O. is for ages 7-12 years old.   
 

Registration will begin October 12th online & after 
Liturgies. See Preyma Grace for more details. 
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 On October 5 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we com-
memorate the Martyr Charitina of Amisos. Orphaned 
young, Charitina was adopted by an eminent Christian man 
called Claudius, who brought her up as his own daughter. 
Charitina studied the law of God day and night and vowed 
to live in perpetual virginity as a true bride of Christ. The 
governor Dometius wanted to kill Charitina because she led 
many to the Lord. A judge ordered that her hair be cut off 
and live coals put on her head, but the maiden was pre-
served by God’s power. She was bound to a wheel which 
began to turn, but an angel of God stopped the wheel and 
Charitina remained unharmed. Then the wicked judge sent 
some dissolute youths to take her virginity. Fearing this at-
tack, Charitina knelt in prayer to God to receive her soul 
before that could happen. At that moment, her soul soared 
to the immortal Kingdom of Christ in 290. On this day, we 
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the uncovering of the relics of our fathers among the saints 
Peter, Alexis, Jonah, Philip and Hermogenes, metropolitans 
of Moscow. By their intercessions, O Christ God, have mer-
cy upon us.  Amen. 


