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St. Mary Parish Clergy 
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 
Very Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 
Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 
  
Parish Council 
Luai Sweiss - Chairman 
Constantin Kari - Vice Chairman 
Louis Sweiss - Treasurer 
Jason Haddad - Financial Secretary  
Lana Sweis - Secretary 
Nidal Al-Farah 
Feras Salman 
Faris Samawi 
Bassam Shaheen  
Feras Sweis  
  
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Hanada Sweis 
SOYO - Jasmine Sweis 
Fellowship - Rachel Kari 
Antiochian Women - Susan Sweis 
Handmaids - Mansoura Khouri and 
Lina Haddad 
Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 
OCLife - Nancy Cannon 
Fishers of Men - John Eannace 
Athletics - Melad Qodsi 
Choir - Michael Rascia 
Chanters - Khaled Salman and 
Faris Samawi 
Webmaster - Sana Sweis 
  
Office Administrator 
Katia Haddad 
administrator@stmaryoc.org 
 
Parish Administrator 
Rachel Kari 
rkari@stmaryoc.org 
   
Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

 
Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 
If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 
house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.” 
May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service. �
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Changes in the Liturgy 
Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to 

Thee: Alleluia!  
 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Two) 
When thou didst submit thyself unto death, O thou deathless and 
immortal one, then thou didst destroy Hell with thy Godly power, 
and when thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the 
powers of heaven did cry aloud unto thee, O Christ, thou giver of 

life, glory to thee.  
 

Troparion of Saints Peter and Paul (Tone Four) 
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, 

Peter and Paul, intercede with the Master of all to grant safety to 
the world, and to our souls the Great Mercy.  

 
 Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve vir-
����������	�����
�����������
������
���
�
��������� 
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������	��

for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of Life. 
Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death. 

 
Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Two)  

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation 
unto the Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices 
����
�
���
��
����
����	����������
���������������	 ��������������

unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, 
and speed thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, 

O Theotokos, them that honor thee.  
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Epistle for Saints Peter and Paul  

Gospel for Saints Peter and Paul  

Their sound hath gone forth into all the earth! 
The heavens show forth the glory of God! 
The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (11:21-12:9). 
Brethren, whatever any one dares to boast of—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast of that. 
Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants of Abraham? So am I. 
Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like a madman—with far greater labors, 
far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. Five times I have received at 
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journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gen-
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hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and expo-
sure. And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure upon me of my anxiety for all the 
churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant? If I must 
boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, He 
Who is blessed for ever, knows that I do not lie. At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas guard-
ed the city of Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a basket through a window in the 
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sions and revelations of the Lord.  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to 
the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows.  And I know 
that this man was caught up into Paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, 
God knows—and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter.  On behalf of this 
man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses.  Though if I wish 
to boast, I shall not be a fool, for I shall be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may 
think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. And to keep me from being too elated by the 
abundance of revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to 
����� �������� ���������������	���
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��� ��
��� 
���
��!��	��������
�
���
������ 

���	� ������ ����
but He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” I will 
all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (16:13-19). 
At that time, when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His 
Disciples, “Who do men say that the Son of man is?” And they said, “Some say 
John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He 
said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Si-
mon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father 
Who is in Heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in Heav-
en, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in Heaven.”  
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“Bible Verse of the Week”
But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their 
������
���
���

�������������
with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not 

faint. Isaiah 40:31  

Koinonikon for Saints Peter and Paul (Tone Eight) 
Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, and their 

words to the ends of the universe. Alleluia.�

Sat Jun 28 All day Parish Life Conference - Fort Wayne, Indiana  

Sun Jun 29 All day Parish Life Conference - Fort Wayne, Indiana  

8:45am Matins  
10:00am  Divine Liturgy 
2:00pm  Open Gym - Basketball  

Tue Jul 1 7:00pm  Open Gym - Volleyball  

Wed Jul 2 10:00am  Morning Prayers  
10:30am  Parish Bible Study  

Fri Jul 4  Have a safe Fourth of July celebration! 

Sat Jul 5 10:00am Fishers of Men Monthly Breakfast  

Sun Jul 6 8:45am Matins  
10:00am  Divine Liturgy  

1:00pm  Hend (Arabic card game) tournament  

2:00pm  Open Gym - Basketball 
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Honoring your loved ones: Please con-
sider signing up for one or more Sun-

days to provide Holy Bread and 
Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy 
Bread that we use to prepare 

communion and to share with our pa-
rishioners at the end of the service. What better way to 
honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, 
graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it 
encourages fellowship among our community. 

��������
��
����������������������
��
����������������������
��
����������������������
��
��������������� ���
6/29: Munther and Shireen Salman & Family 

07/06: Fellowship of St. John the Divine 

7/13: Ghassan and Maggie Kawwa & Family 

Epistle Reading 
 

 

06/29: Lily Sweiss & Abeer Khouri 
07/06: Awwan Sweis & Lana Ammari  

Sponsors Needed 
 

for our Annual  
Founders’ Day 

 Banquet 
 

Sunday 
August 24, 2014 

Churching 
Jacob 

Parents: Steve & Hana Haddad 
Congratulations! 

Churching 
Stella  

Parents: Joseph & Lubna Sweis 
Congratulations!  

Churching 
Ameer  

Parents: Yousef & Enas Sawaqed 
Congratulations!  
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Please pick up your Supply list in  the Narthex. The House 
is in need of the items on his list.  You can drop off your 
donations and pick up a receipt  at the church.   

Martha and Mary Maternity House 
���������	�
��
�����	��
All bottles are now due.  

 The Orthodox Christians for Life group 
has provided a box which is located 

 in the Narthex, for you to place  
your baby bottle. 

Thank you all for your dedication 
and contributions toward this annual event.  
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 ST. MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH OF PALOS HEIGHTS 
  

Bible Study: 
The Greatest Commandment 

(Matthew 22:36-40) 
  

Guest Speaker: Andrew Meena 
  

Saturday, July 12th at 3:30 p.m.  
  

Ages 13 and older 
Join St. Mary’s for a Bible Study and potluck in the Nadi. 

  
Questions? Please contact the church office at 708-239-0004 

ST. MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH OF PALOS HEIGHTS 
��

Six Flags Family Outing  
  

Tuesday, July 8th  
  

$50/person 
(covers entrance fee and transportation)  

  

 Sign up after Liturgy!  
  

Questions? Please contact Jasmine Sweis at (773)-814-4914. 
This  family outing is sponsored by or Teen SOYO. 
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 Come join us for a week of fun! 
  
  
  
  

Sign up after Liturgy!  
  

space is limited!  
  

Questions: Please contact Rachel Kari at  
rkari@stmaryoc.org  

Camp St. Mary 
Registration now open! 

 $150 per child/week  
($25 discount if paid by July 27) 

  

9:30AM - 3:30PM   
 

Entering Kindergarten through 8th Grade. 
Week 1: August 4th-8th 

Week 2: August 11th-15th 
  
  
  
  

  
  

  

�  Lunch & Snacks provided 
�  Field Trip each week 
�  Theme: Church Structure & Iconostasis 
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  On June 29 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the 
holy, glorious, all-laudable and foremost of the Apostles, Peter and Paul. 
Together, they are the patrons and protectors of the Patriarchate of Anti-
och. Peter was the first of the disciples to clearly express faith in the 
Lord Jesus saying: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God” (Matt. 16:16). When the Lord was brought to trial, Peter denied 
Him three times but Peter repented of this shame. When Peter answered 
Jesus three times that he loved Him, (John 21:15-17) this covered the 
three denials. After the descent of the Holy Spirit, Peter powerfully 
preached the gospel, healed the sick and resurrected the dead, even from 
his shadow. Seeing his cross before him, Peter begged his executioners 
to crucify him upside down, for he considered himself unworthy to die 
as did his Lord. Paul was born as Saul in Tarsus of the tribe of Benjamin. 
He studied under Gamaliel, was a Pharisee and a persecutor of Christi-
anity. He was miraculously converted to the Christian Faith by the Lord 
Himself Who appeared to him on the road to Damascus. The Lord 
asked, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?” (Acts 9:4). Saul was 
blinded, but regained his sight when he was baptized by the Apostle An-
anias. Then, with a fiery zeal, Paul preached the Gospel everywhere 
from the borders of Arabia to Spain, among the Jews and Gentiles. As 
horrible as his sufferings were, so much more was his superhuman pa-
tience. Paul attained such a degree of perfection he could say: “It is now 
no longer I that live, but Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2:20). Church tradition 
teaches that Paul was beheaded in Rome during the reign of Emperor 
Nero at the same time as Peter’s crucifixion in 64 A.D. Thus these great 
servants of the Great Lord reposed and received the wreath of eternal 
glory. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ our God, have mercy 
on us. Amen. 


