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St. Mary Parish Clergy 
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 
Very Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 
Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 
  
Parish Council 
Luai Sweiss - Chairman 
Constantin Kari - Vice Chairman 
Louis Sweiss - Treasurer 
Jason Haddad - Financial Secretary  
Lana Sweis - Secretary 
Nidal Al-Farah 
Feras Salman 
Faris Samawi 
Bassam Shaheen  
Feras Sweis  
  
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Hanada Sweis 
SOYO - Jasmine Sweis 
Fellowship - Rachel Kari 
Antiochian Women - Susan Sweis 
Handmaids - Mansoura Khouri and 
Lina Haddad 
Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 
OCLife - Nancy Cannon 
Fishers of Men - John Eannace 
Athletics - Melad Qodsi 
Choir - Michael Rascia 
Chanters - Khaled Salman and 
Faris Samawi 
Webmaster - Sana Sweis 
  
Office Administrator 
Katia Haddad 
administrator@stmaryoc.org 
 
Parish Administrator 
Rachel Kari 
rkari@stmaryoc.org 
   
Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

 
Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 
If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 
house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.” 
May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service. �
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A Blessed Palm Sunday to All ! 
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Changes in the Liturgy  
First Antiphon 

I am well content: For the Lord will hear the voice of my supplication. 
The anguish of death encompassed me, the perils of hell beset me. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior save us! 
Tribulations and sorrow have I found. And I called on the name of the 
Lord. I will walk acceptably before the Lord in the Land of living.  
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior save us! 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 
and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!  

Second Antiphon 
�� ��������	� 
��� �
�������� 

��� �� �������� ���� �� �
�� ������� 
�����
�����
What shall I render unto the Lord, for all His benefits unto me?  
Save us, O Son of God, who didst sit upon the foal of an ass, who sing 
unto thee, Alleluia!  
I will take the cup of salvation, and I will call upon the Name of the 
Lord. 
Save us, O Son of God, who didst sit upon the foal of an ass, who sing 
unto thee, Alleluia!  
I will pay my vows unto the Lord in the presence of all his people.�
Save us, O Son of God, who didst sit upon the foal of an ass, who sing 
unto thee, Alleluia!  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ev-
er, and unto ages of ages. Amen.�
O only-begotten Son and Word of God... 

Third Antiphon 
O, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: for His mercy endureth forever. Let 
the house of Israel now say that He is good: for His mercy endureth forever. Let 
the house of Aaron now say that He is good: for His mercy endureth forever. Let 
all that fear the Lord now say that He is good: for His mercy endureth forever. 

 
Troparion of Lazarus (Tone One) 

O Christ God, when thou didst raise Lazarus from the dead, before thy Passion, 
thou didst confirm the universal resurrection. Wherefore, we like babes, carry the 
insignia of triumph and victory, and cry out unto thee, O Vanquisher of death, Ho-
sanna in the highest! Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord!  
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Changes in the Liturgy  
�  

Entrance Hymn (Tone Two) 
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. The 
Lord is God and hath appeared unto us. Save us O Son 

, who sing who didst sit upon the foal of an assof God, 
unto thee, Alleluia!  

)Troparion of Lazarus (Tone One 
O Christ God, when thou didst raise Lazarus from the 

dead, before thy Passion, thou didst confirm the 
universal resurrection. Wherefore, we like babes, carry 
the insignia of triumph and victory, and cry out unto 
thee, O Vanquisher of death, Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord! 
Troparion of Palm Sunday (Tone Four) 

O Christ God, when we were buried with thee in 
baptism, we became deserving of thy Resurrection to 

immortal life. Wherefore, we praise thee, crying, 
Hosanna in the highest, blessed is he that cometh in the 

name of the Lord! 
Kontakion of Palm Sunday (Tone Six) 

Unborn upon the heavenly throne, and seated upon the 
earthly foal, O Christ our God, receive the praises of 

angels and the hymns of men, exclaiming before thee, 
Blessed is he that cometh to restore Adam!  
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Epistle of Palm Sunday  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
���������	
���

����������������������������������� ���������
�
������������  

The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians (4:4-9). 

����
���	� �������� ��� �
�� ����� 
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���� 
�
��� �� ����� �
�	� ��������� ���� 
��� ����
know your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and supplications with thanksgiving let your re-
quests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, breth-
ren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have 
��
�����
������������
���
�
���
�������������	����� 
����
�� ��������
��������
be with you.  

Gospel of Palm Sunday  
The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. John (12:1-18). 
 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus who had died was, whom 
!����� 
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was one of those at table with him. Mary took a pound of costly ointment of pure nard and 

�������� �
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��
fragrance of the ointment. But Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, one of his disciples [he who was to 
betray Jesus], said “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the 
poor?” This he said, not because he cared for the poor but because he was a thief, and as he 
had the money box he used to take what was put into it. Jesus said, “Let her alone, let her keep 
it for the day of my burial. The poor you always have with you, but you do not always have 
me.” When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came, not only on ac-
count of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. So the chief 
priests planned to put Lazarus also to death, because on account of him many of the Jews were 
going away and believing in Jesus. The next day a great crowd who had come to the feast 
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to 
meet him, crying, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, the King of Is-
�
��%&�'���!�����������
�������
���
����
���������� �
���������������	�()�
�����	��
��
�������*�����
behold, your king is coming, sitting on an ass’s colt!” His disciples did not understand this at 
������������
���!������
�����������	��
����
������� ��������

���
���

������������������
���
���
had been done to him. The crowd that had been with Jesus when he called Lazarus out of the 
tomb and raised him from the dead bore witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet Jesus 
was that they heard he had done this sign.  
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Blessing of Palms 
  

Let us Pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy! 
  
O Lord our God, that sittest upon the Cherubim, who hast raised up the 
might of thine Only-begotten Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, that through his 
+����� 
���  �
��� 
��� ������������� 
�� ���
�� �
��� �
�� ������� 
��� 
�� �
����
coming today to Jerusalem, unto his voluntary Passion, the people that sat in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, taking the symbols of victory, the 
boughs of trees and branches of palms, did go forth and proclaim the Resur-
rection, by anticipation. Do thou, the same Lord, preserve and keep us also 
who in imitation of them do bear our hands palm and boughs of trees, on this 
day of the feast. And like unto those multitudes and children who offered un-
to thee Hosanna, may we also in hymns and spiritual songs, attain unto the 
Life-giving Resurrection on the third day, in the same Christ Jesus our Lord, 
with whom thou art blessed, together with thine all-holy, and good, and life-
giving Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.�

Megalynarion for Palm Sunday (Tone Four) 
 ����
�������

�
�
���
��������������������������
� ���
��)�
��	�
������������������
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���
with praise, saying, Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord our Savior.�

Koinonikon for Palm Sunday (Tone Eight) 
Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord. Alleluia! �

Instead of “We have seen the true light…”,  
sing the Troparion of Lazarus (Tone One) 

O Christ God, when thou didst raise Lazarus from the dead, before thy Passion, 
thou didst confirm the universal resurrection. Wherefore, we like babes, carry the 

insignia of triumph and victory, and cry out unto thee, O Vanquisher of death, 
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord!  

Procession of Palms 
During the Palm Sunday procession after the Divine Liturgy we will sing the 

Troparion of Lazarus, the Troparion of Palm Sunday, and “Holy God…” (many 
times). �

Changes in the Liturgy  
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* There will be a second collection today for the Patriarchate of Antioch * 
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 
signing up for one or more Sundays to pro-

vide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s 
this gift of Holy Bread that we use 
to prepare communion and to share 

with our parishioners at the end of the 
service. What better way to honor your loved ones on 
their birthday, anniversary, graduation or memorial. It 
takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellowship 
among our community. 


���������������������
���
���������������������
���
���������������������
���
���������������������
���� ���
04/13: Feras and Jackie Salman & Family 

04/19: Athletics Ministry 

04/27: Ghaleb and Rita Sweis & Family 

Epistle Reading 
 
 

04/13: Faris Samawi & Lana Sweis 
04/19: Khaled Salman & Delia Haddad 

 

“Bible Verse of the Week”
 

For when we were still without strength, in 
due time Christ died for the ungodly. For 
��
����������
����
�������
����������������

yet perhaps for a good man someone would 
even dare to die. But God demonstrates His 
own love toward us, in that while we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us.  
Romans 5:6-8  
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Thu Apr 10 7:00pm Antiochian Churches Lenten Lecture  

Fri Apr 11 7:00pm Presanctified Liturgy  

Sat Apr 12 10:00am Divine Liturgy for Lazarus Saturday  followed by potluck 

11:15am  
Lenten Retreat: The Mystery of One Flesh: Why There Is No 

Such Thing as "Gay Marriage"  

5:30pm  Great Vespers  

Sun Apr 13 8:45am Matins 

10:00am  Palm Sunday Divine Liturgy  

7:00pm 1st Bridegroom Service  

Mon Apr 14 7:00pm 2nd Bridegroom Service  

Tue Apr 15 7:00pm 3rd Bridegroom Service  

Wed Apr 16 7:00pm Holy Unction Service  

Thu Apr 17 10:00am Liturgy of St. Basil (Commemorating the Last Supper)  

7:00pm Twelve Passion Gospels Service  

Fri Apr 18 10:00am Royal Hours  

3:00pm Great Vespers commemorating the Taking Down From the Cross  

7:00pm Lamentations (Christ's Funeral Service)  

10:00pm 
SOYO Holy Friday All-Night Vigil & watching of the Passion of 

Christ  

Sat Apr 19 10:00am Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil  

10:00pm Paschal Services  

Sun Apr 20  PASCHA (Easter)  

1:30pm Agape Vespers - Easter Egg Hunt  
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Beginning today, Sunday, April 6th, the ladies will begin 

selling decorated Palm Sunday Candles! 

$5 each 
To reserve or purchase your candle or if you have any questions 

please see Maggie Abudayyeh or any of the ladies. 
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Sunday, April 20th (Easter Day) at 1:30pm we will 
have the Agape Vespers service at St. Mary Ortho-
dox Church.  This is the service in which the Gos-
pel is read in as many languages as possible. If you 
know a language other than English and Arabic, and 
would like to read the Gospel in that language, 
please let Fr. Mousa know.  Mark your calendars!  
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St. Thomas  
Sunday School 

Celebration  
Ice Cream and a Movie 
"Prince of Egypt"  

Sunday  
April 27th, 2014 

11:30am - 1:30pm 
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Honoring our Mothers on their Special Day 
St. Mary Orthodox Church 

Would like to invite you to attend our annual 
����

��������	
 ���
��������
�

���������������� !�"#�$�%&'()�*�%&�+,)-�
.	/012��������3�*04�)��.	/012��5�6	7�8
-�

9.�5�3'":; �
�

Saturday, May 10th at 11:30am (sharp) 
 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 / Gym Hall 
 $30.00 per person 
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Annual Antiochian 
Women's Retreat 

 

Friday May 16th & Saturday May 17th 
 

Retreat at Cedar Lake Ministries, Indiana  
Retreat Master: Fr. Danial Doss 

 

Visit to The Shrine of Christ's Passion  
&  

Our Lady of The Millennium 
 

Cost is $125 which includes: 
 Transportation, stay and food at Cedar Lake Ministries, Indiana 

Questions, Please contact Shireen Salman at 708-717-9640 
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 On this day in the Holy Orthodox Church, the Sunday 
of Palms, we celebrate the radiant and glorious festival of 
the Entrance of our Lord Jesus Christ into Jerusalem. Jesus 
came to Bethany on the Sunday falling before the six days 
of the Mosaic Passover. On the following day He sent two 
of His Disciples, who brought Him a donkey on which He 
sat to enter the city. And when the great multitude heard that 
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, they immediately took palm 
branches in their hands and went out to meet Him. All cried, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the 
Lord, King of Israel!” The branches of palm trees were a 
symbol of Christ’s victory over Satan and Death. And the 
meaning of “Hosanna” is, “We pray Thee, save.” The don-
key’s colt, which was still an untamed animal, and impure 
according to the law, as well as Christ’s sitting thereon, 
�������$���
����������
�
�����
����������������
�� ���������
and their subsequent taming and obedience to the holy law 
of the Gospel. By Thine ineffable compassion, O Christ our 
God, make us victors over the irrational passions, and make 
us worthy to see Thy tangible victory over death, Thy radi-
ant and life-bearing Resurrection, and have mercy on us. 
Amen. 


