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St. Mary Parish Clergy 
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 
Very Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 
Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 
  
Parish Council 
Luai Sweiss - Chairman 
Constantin Kari - Vice Chairman 
Louis Sweiss - Treasurer 
Jason Haddad - Financial Secretary  
Lana Sweis - Secretary 
Nidal Al-Farah 
Feras Salman 
Faris Samawi 
Bassam Shaheen  
Feras Sweis  
  
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Hanada Sweis 
SOYO - Jasmine Sweis 
Fellowship - Rachel Kari 
Antiochian Women - Susan Sweis 
Handmaids - Mansoura Khouri and 
Lina Haddad 
Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 
OCLife - Nancy Cannon 
Fishers of Men - John Eannace 
Athletics - Melad Qodsi 
Choir - Michael Rascia 
Chanters - Khaled Salman and 
Faris Samawi 
Webmaster - Sana Sweis 
  
Office Administrator 
Katia Haddad 
administrator@stmaryoc.org 
 
Parish Administrator 
Rachel Kari 
rkari@stmaryoc.org 
   
Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

 
Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 
If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 
house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.” 
May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service. �
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February 16th, 2014 
 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son  
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Hymns of the Day�

Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. 

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who 
sing to Thee: Alleluia! 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone One) 

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers 
were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst arise on the 
���������	�
�����
��	����������������
������
������ 
��������

cause the Heavenly Powers cried aloud unto Thee, O Giver 
of Life, Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ!  Glory to Thy 
Kingdom! Glory to Thy Providence! O Thou who alone art 

the Lover of Mankind. 

 Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and 
������������������������������������������������
�� ������
��

�
������������
������
����
���������������������
�� ���	�������
the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, 

deliver our souls from death. 

Kontakion of the Prodigal Son (Tone Three) 
When I disobeyed in ignorance thy Fatherly glory, I wasted 
in iniquities the riches that thou gavest me.  Wherefore, I 
cry to thee with the voice of the prodigal son, saying: I 

have sinned before thee, O compassionate Father, receive 
me repentant, and make me as one of thy hired servants. 



 

3 

Epistle for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son 
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us! 
Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous! 
The Reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (6:12-20). 
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful. All things are lawful for me, 
������������
����������������������������

�������� ����
��������
���������������
������
���

���
but God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for immorality, but for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. 
Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take the members of 
Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who joins him-
self to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two shall become one 
flesh.” But he who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him. Shun immorality. Every 

����� ���� ������ �� ���� �
������ ��� 
������� ���� �
���� ���� ���� ���
���� ���� ����� �������� ���� 
���
body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have 
��
�� �
� � !
�� ���� �
�� �
��� 
���� �
�� ����� �
����� ��� �� �� ������� �
� ��
����� �
�� ��� �
��� �
��	�
and in your spirit, which are God’s.  

Gospel for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son  
The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (15:11-32). 
"���#
�����
���������������$��%"�����������������
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�������������
�
his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.’  And he divided his living between 
them.  Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far coun-
try, and there he squandered his property in loose living.  And when he had spent everything, a great 
famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want.  So he went and joined himself to one of 
the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine.  And he would gladly have 
����
�������
����������������������������
�
������� ����������������&�����������������
������������
said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here 
with hunger!  I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
��������������
����
���������
��
������
������
���� ��������
����
���������������
���
���
���������
servants.”’  And he arose and came to his father.  But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw 
him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  And the son said to him, 
'������	�������������������������������������
����
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����������������������������������� ���������������
������
���	��������������������
dancing.  And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant.  And he said to him, ‘Your 
brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and 
sound.’  But the son was angry and refused to go in.  His father came out and entreated him, but he 
�������������������	�'#
	�������������������������� �������
�	����������������
�������
����
�������
yet you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends.  But when this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!’  And he said to 
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.  It was fitting to make merry and be 
����	��
��������
�����
�������������	�������������� ���������
�����������
����(,�  
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 
signing up for one or more Sundays to pro-

vide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s 
this gift of Holy Bread that we use 
to prepare communion and to share 

with our parishioners at the end of the 
service. What better way to honor your loved ones on 
their birthday, anniversary, graduation or memorial. It 
takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellowship 
among our community. 
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�������� ���
02/16: Nidal Sweiss & Family 

02/23: Abdullah and Dina Tadros & Family 

03/02: Karim and Isprans Hadweh & Family 

Epistle Reading 
 
 

02/16: Lily Sweiss & Angela Haddad 
02/23: Faris Samawi & Sub.Dn. Matthew 

3rd & 9th Day Memorial  
Raya Sweiss 

May her memory be eternal! 

OCCHY Quiz 
 
 

 

Kids who are bullied can: 
a) Feel sad, lonely, or nervous 
b) Feel sick 
c) Have problems at school 
d) Bully other kids 
e) All of the above 
 

Answer: E - All of the Above 
Kids who are bullied are not the only 
ones with problems. Kids who bully 
can have problems, too, even when 
they get older, like using alcohol & 
drugs, getting into fights, dropping out 
of school. 
http://www.stopbullying.gov/kids/facts 

“Bible Verse of the Week”
 

Love suffers long and ����������
���
�
����
���������
����
����
����-
�����������	�����
��������������
���
not behave rudely, does not seek 

its own, is not provoked, thinks no 
�����   

1 Corinthians 13:4-5  

!!!Reminder!!! 
Dabkeh Troupe Practice 

Sunday 2/16/2014  
12:30 

!!!Reminder!!! 
Men’s Basketball League 

Open Gym 
Sunday 2/16/2014  

from 3pm-6pm 
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Sat Feb 15 11:00am  Arabic School  

1:30pm  Youth Sports League  

5:30pm  Great Vespers  

Sun Feb 16 8:45am Matins  

10:00am  Divine Liturgy / Sunday School  

12:30pm  St. Mary's Dabkeh Troupe Practice  

Wed Feb 19 10:00am  Morning Prayers  

10:30am  Parish Bible Study  

Fri Feb 21 6:00pm Antiochian Women Meeting  

7:00pm Ladies Movie Night  

Sat Feb 22 10:00am Liturgy for Saturday of Souls  

11:00am  Arabic School  

1:30pm  Youth Sports League  

3:00pm SOYO Officer's Meeting  

4:00pm  SOYO LAR/Bible Study  

5:30pm  Great Vespers 

Sun Feb 23 8:45am Matins 

10:00am –  Divine Liturgy / Sunday School 

11:30am  Chili Sale – Antiochian Women 

12:30pm  St. Mary's Dabkeh Troupe Practice  

Wed Feb 26 10:00am  Morning Prayers  

10:30am  Parish Bible Study  
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 On February 16 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we 
commemorate the Martyr Pamphilos, priest of Caesarea 
��� .��������� ���� ���� �
�����
����/��������� �������� ����
������������/�������� -martyr Romanos from Solovak of 
Carpenision. On this day, we make remembrance of the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son, which occurs in the noble 
Gospel and which our deified Fathers reinstituted in the 
Triodion. In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus illustrates 
three things: the condition of the sinner, the canon of re-
pentance and the knowledge of God’s compassion. For 
in the person of the prodigal son, we view the wretched 
condition that sin creates for us, distant from God and 
His Sacraments. However, we become aware of our-
selves and awaken, hastening with hope to return to 
Him through repentance. Our Savior wants to call back 
to His mansions all those who have been overtaken by 
despair, lacking hope of forgiveness for their grave sins. 
The Father encourages all of his lost children to remove 
the desperation from their hearts, and revive their ener-
gies for virtuous deeds. Through Thine ineffable love 
for mankind, O Christ our God, have mercy upon us. 
Amen. 


