SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH

The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL. 60463
Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449
WWW.virginmaryoc.org (virginmary@virginmaryoc.org)
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

St. Mary Parish Clergy
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor
Very Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis
Subdeacon Ameer Tadros

Parish Council

Fr. Mousa - Presiding Officer
Fadi Abu Manneh - Chairman
Feras Sweis - Vice Chairman
Abdullah Tadros - Treasurer
Constantin Kari - Financial Sec.
Abeer Khouri - Secretary
Nidal Al-Farah

George Barakat

Bassam Salman

Feras Salman

Faris Samawi

Samer Tadros

Parish Ministries

Sunday School - Omar Sweiss
SOYO - Marram Salman
Fellowship - Khalil Haddad
Antiochian Women - Susan Sweis
Handmaids - Mansoura Khouri and
Lina Haddad

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman
OClLife - Nancy Cannon

Fishers of Men - John Eannace
Athletics - Melad Qodsi

Choir - Michael Rascia

Chanters - Khaled Salman and
Faris Samawi

Webmaster - Sana Sweis

Office Administrator
Katia Haddad
katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org

Church Hall Rental
Call the church office or email our
Office Administrator

September 15, 2013
Sunday after the Elevation of the Holy Cross

We Welcome His Grace

Bishop ANTHONY
Bishop of Toledo and the Midwest

Weekly Schedule of Services
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. -- Great Vespers
Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins - 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study
(Confessions by Appointment)

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family.

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.”

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.




Pastoral Letter From Patriarch John X of Antioch

On the Occasion of the Antiochian Day of Solidarity

Scheduled for September 15, 2013

In Support of Humanitarian and Relief Work
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* There will be a second collection today in support
of those suffering in Syria*




John X
Patriarch of Antioch and All the East

Giving is the Criterion of our Belonging to the Reign of God

“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me” (Matt. 25: 40)

The Holy Antiochian Synod has set the 15th of September of this year as a
day of solidarity for all local and international parishes in order to support the hu-
manitarian and relief work, which the Patriarchate of Antioch and the All the East
has undertaken in the collaboration of national, governmental, ecclesiastic, and
civil entities. The amount of pain and suffering endured by our sons and brothers
in Syria until today is beyond any description. Moreover, the available resources
are limited and can only cover a small part of the basic and essential needs of life,
such as food, water, clothing, medicine, medical treatment, and shelter.

We believe that God created us, gave us life and asked nothing in return for
this precious gift. He was generous with us in a way that is proper to the Creator.
He granted us the blessings which allow us to have a royal life in every sense. Yet
we drifted away from the truth and willingly chose to go astray from his grace;
thus, our lives were filled with pain, sickness, evil, and death. God Himself did
not remain distant from this new reality for He sent His only Son to live among us
as one of us in order to return us to the right path again, enlighten our darkness,
lead us to life, show us the Truth, teach us how to use our freedom, heal our
wounds, give life to our souls, forgive our sins, and grant us His heavenly happi-
ness.

He humbly shared human life with us; He accompanied the widow of Nain
at the funeral of her only son and brought him to life; he searched for the bleeding
woman and healed her soul and body; He taught His disciples to share their bread
and fish with the people who marched after Him and how to feed them with their
hands; He tested the faith of the Canaanite woman and granted her what she de-
sired after having strengthened her faith; He healed the centurion’s servant; He did
not arrive on time to the house of His sick friend Lazarus, but He brought him
back to life and for his sisters Mary and Martha; He approached and touched the
eyes of the blind man, the possessed, the leper, and the man with the withered
hand, and dismissed them all healed both in soul and body.
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He gave us the best of all commandments, a solution to all our suffering: to
love God through loving our brother and neighbor. Humanity is subject to evil and
miseries we bring onto ourselves, knowingly or out of ignorance, because of our
egoism and our own interests, whether we are individuals, groups, or countries.
The Lord did not request anything for Himself. He did not ask us to honor Him,
nor to express gratitude or acknowledgment. On the contrary He accepted suffer-
ing from our hands; and, from us, He heard curses, encountered blame and aggres-
sion, bore neglect and betrayal, and accepted flagellation, mockery, and crucifix-
ion.

He firmly commanded us, to love our neighbor, for He made this love the
criterion of our belonging to the Reign of heaven. He commanded that our wor-
ship be associated with serving our neighbor, and He made loving and helping the
weak and the needy equal in dignity to serving Him. He placed us between two
charges: on one hand the parable of the Samaritan enlightens our minds and stim-
ulates our solidarity with our needy brothers, taking care of them and standing by
their side; on the other hand the parable of the last judgment, which confronts us
with determining our eternal life starting now, by choosing for instance to be deaf
to the voice of the needy, to remain blind to their suffering, to keep our hands tied
instead of reaching out to help our neighbors, to shut our hearts to the pains of our
brothers, or distract our minds with other than helping others.

Today the perseverance of most of our children who are affected, in need,
homeless, sick, wounded, unemployed, and facing adversity cannot continue with-
out the support of all brothers, whether wealthy or not, and not only financially
speaking, but also through the effective love given, and factually expressed in the
consideration provided to he who lost a job, a home, a loved one, a provider, or
others. God never stops stretching His hand towards us in our misery; He helps
us, heals us and saves us instead. Ought we not stretch our hands towards our
brothers in return?

Some are doing so daily on the ground. But today those who live geograph-
ically afar from this reality, their tangible help is needed, as is their participation
through a donation graciously given to their Church, which would be sent to the
Patriarchate to support the efforts it is undertaking in this field.




The Church today invites you, with all the love, zeal, and gratitude it has re-
ceived, to honor your brother so that God honors you. The wounded heart calls
your generous, loving and giving heart, wherever you are, it asks you to stretch
the hand of brotherhood, support and solidarity. Grant graciously as God gracious-
ly granted you the countless generosities and the bounties beyond description.
Seek to fulfill the needs of your people, and be their consolation. They are your
fathers in the most precious of what you possess: faith. Give what is less in return:
your contribution and generosity.

May God bless your deeds and multiply the fruits of your charities in His
heavenly Reign. Amen.

Issued from our Patriarchal Residence in Damascus
Dated the 6th of August, 2013

John X
Patriarch of Antioch and All the East
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A Prayer for the Suffering People of Syria

St. Mary Orthodox Church — Palos Heights, IL.
Antiochian Day of Solidarity - Sunday September 15, 2013

O Lord and Master Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “I leave you peace; My
peace I give you.” Look down upon us from your holy dwelling place, and fill the hearts of
your people here on earth, with that heavenly peace. We pray that your mighty yet gentle
hand, touch the people of Syria. Be with them during this very difficult time of war. Mini-
mize their suffering. Provide for those who hunger and thirst; shelter the homeless; heal the
injured; and account those innocently killed, worthy of your heavenly kingdom. Fill the
hearts of the Syrian leaders — and the other world leaders who decide the fate of the Syrian
people - with compassion, so that they may learn to cherish and to value the priceless life that
your precious hands have created. Remind the leaders that their authority and power comes
from You, O God; and for the glory of your name alone, must they be allowed to use it. Grant
them the courage and the vision to focus on the good that unites them, rather than the evil
which divides them. Help them to lead with wisdom, and to seek dialogue rather than venge-
ance. Having sought forgiveness and reconciliation, they may be rewarded with that heaven-
ly peace, brotherhood and goodwill, that You alone can provide. You O Lord rule over all of
creation, and you are the Fountain of all blessings. In you we put our trust and hope, as we
humbly ask you this in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and ever
and unto ages of ages Amen.

+++++++
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’Eﬂi ASSEMBLY OF CANONICAL
. s QORTHODOX BISHOPS
'\

O NORTIH AN O TEREAL AMERICA

September 15, 2013

To the Most Eeverend Hierarchs, the Feverend Pnests and Deacons, the Monks and
MNuns, the Chairs and Members of Pansh Councils, the Day, Afternoon, and Church
Schools, the Members of Phulanthoropic Orgamizations, the Youth and Youth Workers,
and the emtire Orthodox Christian Family in North and Central America

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Chnist,

The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and Central Amenca waill
convene for its fourth meeting on September 17 — 19, 2013. On this day, marked as
“Assembly Sunday,”™ we ask all clergy and faithful throughout the lands of which the
Aszembly 1s composed to offer prayers for safe travel, fraternal dialogpe, and furtherance
of the work of our Lord Jesus Chnst and His Holy Orthodox Church. The Assembly
represents the hopes, aspirations and vision for the future of Orthodoxy for all Orthodox
Chnstian faithful in North and Central Amenca.

Onr Assembly of Bishops 1s one of twelve bishops™ assemblies that have been established
m different geographical regions throughout the world. It was established mn accordance
with the decision of the Fourth Pre-Conciliar Pan-Orthodox Conference, convened m
Chambesy, Switzerland, m June of 2009, atiended by representatives from all the

mmversally-recogmzed autocephalous Orthodox Chuorches.

At the conclusion of the Divine Lihurgy we are asking that the following prayer be
offered m all of our holy temples:

& Lord of Heaven and Earth and of all who dwell therein, we beseech thee on behalf

of all the Hierarchs of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and
Ceniral America who are gathering ifhis week in solemn convocafion. Make their

fravel to and from their meefing safe and sound; direct their deliberations fo the glory
of thy Holy Name and the benefit of thy Holy Church; grant them a frafernal spirii
founded in thy love and thy grace, ithat in all they do and say, they may bring all
honor, praise and glory to thy Name, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

With patemal lowve m{!hnst,

h’ W{TH "i'”.-:' r"?:. ¢ fﬁmﬂf"n By f“":?r-fr!fr-:nr
i l'.-'
-frDEtu{EmI{:rs,
Archbishop of Amernica
Chairman Assembly of Canomcal Orthodox
-~ Bashops of North and Central Amenca



Hymns of the Day
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E Entrance Hymn (Tone Two) E
ﬁ O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, E
'O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: |
E Alleluia! E
: Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Three) !
ﬁLet the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hathﬁ
I done a mighty act with His own arm; He hath trampled down !
E death by death and became the first-born from the dead; He E
'hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world!
E the great mercy. E
] Troparion of the Holy Cross (Tone One) ]
E O Lord, save thy people and bless thine inheritance, and to thyE
1 faithful people grant victory over their enemies, and by the !
) power of thy Cross protect all those who follow Thee. ﬂ
| |
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve
virginity; and in thy falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the
world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of

Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from

death.
Kontakion of the Holy Cross (Tone Four)

Do thou, who of thine own good will wast lifted up upon the
Cross, O Christ our God, bestow thy bounties upon the new
Nation which is called by thy Name; make glad in thy might
those who lawfully govern, that with them we may be led to

victory over our adversaries. Having in thine aid a weapon of

peace and trophy invincible.
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Epistle of the Sunday after the Feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross

O Lord, how magnificent are thy works. Thou hast made all things in wisdom!
Bless the Lord, O my soul!

The Reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Galatians (2:16-20).
Brethren, you know that a man is not justified by works of the law but
through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in
order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of the law, be-
cause by works of the law shall no one be justified. But if, in our endeav-
or to be justified in Christ, we ourselves were found to be sinners, is
Christ then an agent of sin? Certainly not! But if I build up again those
things which I tore down, then I prove myself a transgressor. For I
through the law died to the law, that I might live to God. I have been cru-
cified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me;
and the life I now live 1n the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me.

Gospel of the Sunday after the Feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark
(8:34-38; 9:1).

The Lord said, “If any man would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would
save his life will lose 1t; and whoever loses his life for my sake
and the gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man, to
gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? For what can a man
give in return for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of me and of
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the
Son of man also be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his
Father with the holy angels.” And he said to them, “Truly, I say to
you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before
they see the Kingdom of God come with power.”
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,),Q’i St. Mary Fishers of Men
Y R
L Proudly Present: ‘f

A Family Retreat with our Bishop!

September 14th & 15th - Celebrating the Elevation of the Holy Cross

His

Grace Bishop ANTHONY
Bishop of Toledo and the Midwest

Saturday , September 14th

10:00 am -Divine Liturgy for the Elevation of the Cross
With Sunday School Procession of the Holy Cross

11:30 am -Fasting Pot Luck Lunch hosted by our Antiochian Women

12:30 pm -Bishop ANTHONY will give a Presentation to our Adults entitled:
“The Role of the Husband/Father in a Christian Home.”
(During the adult workshop, children will play sports in the gym
or watch a movie in the Nadi. Chaperones will be available.)

2:30 pm -Bishop ANTHONY will give a Presentation to our Sunday School
-Adult Backgammon and Chess tournament with Arabic Coffee

5:00 pm  -Great Vespers

Sunday, September 15th

8:45am  -Matins and Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with Bishop ANTHONY
With the swearing-in of new Fishers of Men members

12:00 pm -Fellowship hour after the Liturgy

Following Fellowship Hour members of the Fishers of Men are
hosting a luncheon for Bishop ANTHONY at Franchesca’s
(Luncheon open only to members of the Fishers of Men)

13
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V1de Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s
K / this gift of Holy Bread that we use

(' to prepare communion and to share
with our parishioners at the end of
the service. What better way to honor your loved ones on
their birthday, anniversary, graduation or memorial. It
takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellowship among
our community.

T Aziz Ibrahim Sweis

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour

May his memory be eternal!
10 Year Memorial

‘%‘ Fikry Zedan Sweis

May his memory be eternal!

9/15: Refqa Sweis & Family
Jamileh Zedan & Family

9/22: Faysal and Suhair Sweis & Family

9/29: Wajih Tadros & Family

Epistle Reading

9/15 - Nour Swaiss & Abeer Khouri
9/22 - Lily Sweiss & Lana Sweis

Don’t
FORGET!
P~ "1

r\
\®) (O/

September 27,2013
7:00 p.m.
Antiochian Women Meeting

“Bible Verse of the Week”

“I will bow down toward
your holy temple and will
praise your name for your
love and your faithfulness,

P~ Bulletin Blurb for
apapa Sunday September 15, 2013
OCCHY Quiz

Question: “Is ‘idle hands are the devils workshop’ a
biblical statement?”

Answer: Though the statement is not found verbatim
in the Bible, “Idle hands are the devils workshop” has
its roots in Scripture. Idleness is not the same as rest.
By “idle” we mean “lazy” or “doing nothing when
you should be doing something.” Idleness often stems
from not having a specific goal or purpose in mind.
The book of Proverbs warns us that sloppy or care-
less work is akin to malicious destruction:

http://www.gotquestions.org/idle-hands-devils-



http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=31&search=Psalm%20138:2
http://www.gotquestions.org/idle-hands-devils-workshop.html#ixzz2eVqVd6Nl
http://www.gotquestions.org/idle-hands-devils-workshop.html#ixzz2eVqVd6Nl

Upcoming Events

Saturday, September 14, 2013 - 10:00am

11:30am
12:30pm
12:30pm
5:00pm
Sunday, September 15, 2013 - 10:00am
2:30pm
3:00pm
Wednesday, September 18, 2013 - 10am
Saturday, September 21, 2013 - 11:00am
1:30pm
5:30pm
Sunday, September 22, 2013 - 10:00am
2:30pm
10:00am
Friday, September 27, 2013 - 7:00pm
Saturday, September 28, 2013 - 8:00am
11:00am
1:30pm

5:30pm
Sunday, September 29, 2013 - 10:00am

Divine Liturgy for the Elevation of the Cross

Fasting Pot Luck Lunch (Antiochian Women)
Bishop ANTHONY’s Presentation to our Adults

Bishop ANTHONY’s Presentation to our Children

Great Vespers

Sunday School

Co-Ed Volleyball League Open Gym
Pan-Eastern Churches Picnic

Morning Prayers & Parish Bible Study

Arabic School

Youth Sports League

Great Vespers

Sunday School

Co-Ed Volleyball League Open Gym
Morning Prayers & Parish Bible Study
Antiochian Women Meeting

Annual IOCC Walk

Arabic School

Youth Sports League

Great Vespers

Sunday School

15



The Fishers of Men Pledge

s)
7

Whereas... here ot ut
...Jesus chose 12 men to lead His Church and He commanded them to go into
the world to preach the message of salvation.

ho
g
®

...He has likewise empowered me to carry on His teachings with all my heart,
mind and soul.

... I hereby pledge...

1) To joyfully and humbly accept this calling as I recognize the tremendous
impact it has on my life, on my family and my community.

2) To strengthen my own relationship with Jesus Christ as a pre-requisite to
effectively minister to others. I will not be ashamed of my love for
God. “Real men are spiritual men”

3) To begin this ministry at home. Recognizing my God-appointed role as
the leader of the household, I will insist on leading a loving family, and a
Christ-centered relationship with my wife and children, leading always by
example.

4) To exercise purity in my thoughts, words, and deeds, and to always view
the female gender as an equal partner and an image of God to be treated
with the utmost dignity.

5) To rely on fellow members of the Fishers of Men ministry to hold me ac-
countable in my moment of weakness, and that I will do likewise to sup-
port my fellow members.

6) To always be thankful and joyful. And to be a source of inspiration to all
whom God puts in my life.

++ +

We congratulate all the men who have taken this pledge and have become
one of Christ’s Fishers of Men. Nearly 20 of the men of our community
have now taken this pledge. Membership is only through sponsorship. It’s
free, but requires the courage and determination to lead your family in a
Christ-centered way. If you would like to be sponsored, please see the cler-
gy or any member of the Fishers of Men ministry.

16



k When Sunday, September 5 2(113
Location: Bemis Woods Groves 6 and 7.
Corner of Ogden Ave and Wolf Roads
in Western Springs, IL. gzl

“Time: 1:00PM. & %@

Grilled food , soft drinks, and appetizers ‘will be

served. A DJ with music will alsg perform

Ple: d* your own dessert, smhll tent,

awn chair and other picnic peeds.
There will be s 3 onrtmg activiti

Suggested donation: $5.00 per person.
St John the Baptist | St. Gerge Antiochian | Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite | §t. Mary Antiochia

RIEV:87107/2013

17



i afia i CA N Qf-mgf

¢ Provide your children
with an outstanding

Orthodox Christian
education.

¢ Let your children
become more well
rounded with their
Faith , community, and
culture.

¢ Set your kids on the
right path to success!

18



St. Mary Arabic School

Dear families and friends, we are glad to announce that

Arabic school will started September 7th, 2013 and it will be

held Saturdays from 11:00am to 1:00pm.
*Exception Adult Class (see details below).

+ First Semester - September 7th - December 21st, 2013
+ Second Semester - January 11th - May 17th, 2014

ks

[11Register Today!!!

Fees will include books plus religion book:

+ 1st Student $275
+ 2nd Student $225
+ 3rd Student $175
+ 4th Student Free

*Adult Class available as well!
Taught by professor Maha Sweis-Dababneh, PhD.

Adult classes schedule:
o Level 102 10:00am - 11:30am
« Level 101 11:30am - 1:00pm

For more information, please contact Arabic school representative after
church, or contact Mariana Sweis at nabmar3@yahoo.com

19



ST. MARY
YOUTH SPORTS LEAGUE

) 000000000000000606006060
LEAGUE Began SATURDAY, SEP 7th

. League will be every Saturday
Until May 17, 2014

. Ages 5-7 $60 for the year/$40
per half

. Ages 8-12 $80 for the year/
$50 per half.

. All games and open gyms will
be held at St. Mary Orthodox
Church of Palos Heights

''Register!!!

PO V0000090000000 09000060009

Saturdays at St. Mary will be filled with lots of activities!
The day will begin with the Arabic School at 11:00 a.m.
Followed by Youth Sports League at 1:30 p.m.

All families are encouraged to participate!

If there is anyone interested in volunteering please see Fr. Mousa or Fabiola Sweis.
Thank you for your ongoing support!

St. Mary Orthodox Church Contact Fabiola Sweis
6330 W. 127th St. fabiolasweis@gmail.com
Palos Heights, IL 60463 with any questions.
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St. Mary’s Co-Ed
Volleyball League

The time has finally come! Our volleyball season is near and the
excitement is building. St. Mary’s Orthodox Church is proud to
present our 2" annual Co-Ed Volleyball League. What better way
to enjoy yourself then with family, friends, and fun! This season
will be a great one and you will not want to miss out.

So spread the word and come join us!

General Information:
Start date is September 22, 2013
End date is December 15, 2013
Must be 14 years or older
$100.00 per player (Cash or Check)
Deadline: September 15, 2013
Teams must be Co-ed

Games will be Sunday afternoons (Times TBD)
* Schedule is subject to change

Location: 6330 W. 127t St, Palos Heights, IL, 60463

* * & o o * o

Kati Khouri- Volleyball Coordinator 708.257.7579
Melad Qodsi- Athletic Director 708.602.0561
athletics@stmaryoc.org
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awarma Sendwieh Sale

ay, September 22, 2013

o B

N US & HELP SUPPORT YO
ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN
ENJOYING SOME SHAWAR



INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHARITIES
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Join us for our annual 5K Walk/Run to support
0CC global humanitarian aid programs!

Saturday, September 28, 2013

St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church
5649 N. Sheridan Rd.  Chicago, IL 60660

Registration: 8:00 AM * Walk/Run Begins: 9:00 AM ¢ Breakfast: following the race
Adult: $20 ¢+ Children 12 and under: $10 ¢ Day of Race: $25




Week]g Sgnaxarion

On September 15 in the Holy Orthodox Church we
commemorate the contest of the Holy Great-Martyr Nikitas
the Goth. Nikitas was a disciple of Theophilus, Bishop of the
Goths, who participated in the First Ecumenical Council in
Nicaea in 325. When the Gothic prince Athenarik began to
torture Christians, Nikitas stood before the prince and de-
nounced him for his paganism and inhumanity. Subsequently
harshly tortured, Nikitas confessed his faith in Christ even
more strongly, and prayed to God with thanksgiving. On his
breast under his robe Nikitas bore an icon of the Most-holy
Theotokos with the Pre-eternal Christ Child standing and
holding the Cross in His hands. The Holy Theotokos had ap-
peared to him and comforted him. Finally, the torturer threw
the soldier of Christ into the fire, where the holy martyr
breathed his last, but his body remained untouched by the
fire. His companion Marianus took his body from the land of
the Goths to the town of Mopsuestia in Cilicia. There, he
built a church dedicated to Nikitas, and placed the miracle-
working relics of the martyr in it. Nikitas suffered and was
glorified in the year 372. On this day, we also commemorate
the Martyr Porphyrios the mime; Vissarion, bishop of Larisa;
New-martyr John of Crete; and venerable Joseph the New of
Partosh in Romania. By their intercessions, O Christ God,
have mercy upon us. Amen.
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