
  

 

April 28, 2013April 28, 2013April 28, 2013April 28, 2013    
A Blessed Palm Sunday to All ! 

        

          

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCHSAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCHSAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCHSAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH    
The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

        

““““The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)    

Weekly Schedule of ServicesWeekly Schedule of ServicesWeekly Schedule of ServicesWeekly Schedule of Services    

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. --------    Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins --------    10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy    

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.virginmaryoc.org (virginmary@virginmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  

St. Mary Parish Clergy 
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 

  

Parish Council 
Fr. Mousa - Presiding Officer 

Fadi Abu Manneh - Chairman 

Feras Sweis - Vice Chairman 

Abdullah Tadros - Treasurer 

Constantin Kari - Financial Sec. 

Abeer Khouri - Secretary 

Nidal Al-Farah 

George Barakat 

Bassam Salman 

Feras Salman 

Faris Samawi 

Samer Tadros 

  

Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Omar Sweiss 

SOYO - Marram Salman 

Fellowship - Khalil Haddad 

Antiochian Women - Susan Sweis 

Handmaids - Mansoura Khouri 

and Lina Haddad 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 

Athletics - Melad Qodsi 

Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman and 

Faris Samawi 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

  

Office Administrator 
Katia Haddad 

katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org 

  

Building Engineer 
Peter Butera 

  

Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email 
our Office Administrator 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. If 

this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. 

For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.” May God bless 

you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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HYMNS OF THE DAY 
 

Entrance Hymn (Tone Two): Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. The Lord 
is God and hath appeared unto us. Save us O Son of God, who didst sit upon the foal of an 
ass, who sing unto thee, Alleluia!  
Troparion of Lazarus (Tone One): O Christ God, when thou didst raise Lazarus from the 
dead, before thy Passion, thou didst confirm the universal resurrection. Wherefore, we like 
babes, carry the insignia of triumph and victory, and cry out unto thee, O Vanquisher of 
death, Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord! 
Troparion of Palm Sunday (Tone Four): O Christ God, when we were buried with thee in 
baptism, we became deserving of thy Resurrection to immortal life. Wherefore, we praise 
thee, crying, Hosanna in the highest, blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord! 
Kontakion of Palm Sunday (Tone Six): Upborne upon the heavenly throne, and seated up-
on the earthly foal, O Christ our God, receive the praises of angels and the hymns of men, 
exclaiming before thee, Blessed is he that cometh to restore Adam!  

Epistle of Palm SundayEpistle of Palm SundayEpistle of Palm SundayEpistle of Palm Sunday  Gospel of Palm SundayGospel of Palm SundayGospel of Palm SundayGospel of Palm Sunday  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord! 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; 

for His mercy endures forever! 

The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to 

the Philippians (4:4-9). 

Brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; again I 

will say, Rejoice. Let all men know your 
forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no 
anxiety about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplications with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which passes all un-
derstanding, will keep your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, 
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is 
any excellence, if there is anything worthy 
of praise, think about these things. What you 
have learned and received and heard and 
seen in me, do; and the God of peace will be 

with you.  

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. John 

(12:1-18).  
Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus who had died was, whom Jesus had raised from the 
dead. There they made him a supper; Martha served, and Laza-

rus was one of those at table with him. Mary took a pound of 
costly ointment of pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and 
wiped his feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the 

fragrance of the ointment. But Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, one 
of his disciples [he who was to betray Jesus], said “Why was 
this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to 
the poor?” This he said, not because he cared for the poor but 
because he was a thief, and as he had the money box he used to 
take what was put into it. Jesus said, “Let her alone, let her 
keep it for the day of my burial. The poor you always have 
with you, but you do not always have me.” When the great 
crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came, not 
only on account of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom Jesus 
had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put 
Lazarus also to death, because on account of him many of the 
Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. The next day a 
great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and 
went out to meet him, crying, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord, the King of Israel!” And Jesus 
found a young ass and sat upon it; as it is written, “Fear not, 

daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on an 

ass’s colt!” His disciples did not understand this at first; but 

when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that this had 
been written of him and had been done to him. The crowd that 
had been with Jesus when he called Lazarus out of the tomb 
and raised him from the dead bore witness. The reason why the 
crowd went to meet Jesus was that they heard he had done this 
sign.  
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* There will be a second collection today to 

support the Patriarchate of Antioch * 
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consid-
er signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee 
hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread 
that we use to prepare communion 

and to share with our parishioners at the 
end of the service. What better way to honor your 

loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, graduation 

or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages 
fellowship among our community. 

Holy Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee Hour    

04/28: Feras and Jackie Salman & Family 

05/05: Antiochian Women 

05/12: Bishara Sweis & Family 

“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”    
For since the creation of the world God’s invisible 
qualities his eternal power and divine nature have 
been clearly seen, being understood from what has 

been made, so that people are without excuse.  
Romans 1:20     

  

 

Congratulations! 
 

Churching of Madeleine Lillie  
Parents: George & Abier Barakat 

 

Newborn Sophia Maha 
Parents: Fadi & Natalie Abu Manneh 

Starting Palm Sunday 
 

April 28, 2013 
 

Our Antiochian Women will begin selling  

Kaek & Mamoul for Easter.  
 

1. $40 Big Tray (Mixed: dates, pistachios & walnuts ) 

2. $25 Small Tray (Mixed: dates, pistachios & walnuts ) 

3. $20 Small Tray (Only Dates)  

  
 

Beginning this Sunday, Palm Sunday Candles 

will be for sale after Liturgy! 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

To purchase your candle or if you have any 

questions please see Norma Tadros. 

Bulletin Blurb for Sunday, April 28, 2013  

 OCCHY QUIZ  
Synthetic Marijuana was a contributing  
factor in how many Emergency Room Visits in 2010?  
A.   4,100 
B. 72,030 
C.  11,406 
D.   7,000 
 
C. In 2010, an estimated 11,406 Emergency Room 

visits involved a synthetic cannabinoid product, 
sometimes referred to as “synthetic marijuana” 
and commonly known by street names such as 
“Spice” or “K2”. 75% of these ER visits involved 
patients aged 12 to 29 of which  78 % were male. 
The majority (76 %) of these ER visits did not 
receive follow-up care upon discharge.  
       www.samhsa.gov/data/2k12/.../SR105-synthetic-marijuana  

  

May his memory be eternal! 
  

Newly Departed - Elaim Sweis 
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Agape Service 
 

Mark your calendars! 
 
 

Sunday, May 5th (Easter 

Day) at 1pm we will have 

the Agape Vespers service 

at St. Mary Orthodox 

Church. This is the ser-

vice in which the Gospel is 

read in as many languages 

as possible. If you can 

read the Gospel in anoth-

er language, please let one 

of our clergy know. 

 

2013 Parish Life Conference 

Hosted by  
St. Michael Orthodox Church 

Louisville, Kentucky  
(June 19 – 23, 2013) 

For Registration & Schedule  
www.stmichaelorthodoxchurch.org/plc 

 

 

51st   Antiochian  

Archdiocese Convention 

Hosted by  
St. George Orthodox Church 

Houston, Texas 
(July 21-28th, 2013) 

For Registration & Schedule 
http://www.achouston2013.com/ 



6 

������ �	
���	 �
���� �
���  Lent & Holy Week Services  2013 

�
���April 27  :�
���  ��������
���� �
�� Saturday: Lazarus Saturday Liturgy  
�

�10:00am  

�
���April 28   :���� ���� ������ �������
���� Sunday: Palm Sunday Liturgy  
�

�10:00am  

  :������	�� ����� Sunday: 1st Bridegroom Service   
��7:00pm  

�
���April 29    :���!"����
!�� ����� Monday: 2nd Bridegroom Service   
��7:00pm  

�
���April 30    : 
!#!���!�
!�� ����� Tuesday: 3rd Bridegroom Service   
��7:00pm  

�
�$May 1    : 
�
��������� ����� %#� Wednesday: Holy Unction Service   
��7:00pm  

�
�$May 2    :������������ �	�&��

 ���' Thursday: Divine Liturgy of St. Basil  
�

�10:00am  

  :������ ����12 *&���	 +�,��Thursday: 12 Passion Gospels   
��7:00pm  

�
�$May 3   :���,���
-
��� ���� Friday: Royal Hours  
�

�10:00am  

  :���,��*	&���� +���� ����Friday: Taking Down From the Cross    
��3:00pm  

  :���,��.����� �
�, Friday: Lamentations  

)����� �����/� (GOOD FRIDAY All-Night VIGIL to follow  

 
��7:00pm  

�
�$May 4   ���' :�
����	��� �
� Saturday: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil  
�

�10:00am  

 Saturday: Rush Procession & Matins followed by Paschal Liturgy     

 :�
�����
���� ���'	 ��,/�� 0����� ����� 
 
��10:00pm  

�
�$May 5  1	-

�� %#� :���� Sunday: AGAPE VESPERS  ��/�1:00pm  

 

Weekly Synaxarion 
 

 On this day in the Holy Orthodox Church, the Sunday of Palms, we celebrate the radi-
ant and glorious festival of the Entrance of our Lord Jesus Christ into Jerusalem. Jesus came 
to Bethany on the Sunday falling before the six days of the Mosaic Passover. On the following 
day He sent two of His Disciples, who brought Him a donkey on which He sat to enter the 
city. And when the great multitude heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, they immediate-
ly took palm branches in their hands and went out to meet Him. All cried, “Hosanna! Blessed 
is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord, King of Israel!” The branches of palm trees were a 
symbol of Christ’s victory over Satan and Death. And the meaning of “Hosanna” is, “We pray 
Thee, save.” The donkey’s colt, which was still an untamed animal, and impure according to 
the law, as well as Christ’s sitting thereon, symbolize the former savagery and impurity of the 
Gentiles; and their subsequent taming and obedience to the holy law of the Gospel. By Thine 

ineffable compassion, O Christ our God, make us victors over the irrational passions, and 
make us worthy to see Thy tangible victory over death, Thy radiant and life-bearing Resurrec-
tion, and have mercy on us. Amen. 
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St. Mary Orthodox Church of  Palos Heights presents 

“The Gospel in an Hour” 
an adult Bible class ministry  

 

CALLING ALL ADULTS! 
 

We invite adults to strengthen their knowledge of the Holy Bible through regular weekly sessions. Classes 
will start on May 7th and will be held every Tuesday at 6:00pm. 
 

To ensure you are able to attend: 
 

♦ Bring the entire family! 
♦ We will provide complimentary dinner at 6pm sharp. 
♦ As adults go to their class at 6:30pm, children will go to study hall or babysitting. 
♦ Study hall is available for students kindergarten through 12th grade; baby sitting for children ages 3-5. A 

certified teacher will be available for tutoring as well. 
♦ Two separate 1-hour classes will be taught simultaneously, one in Arabic (taught by Fr. Danial Doss) and 

one in English (taught by Fr. Malek and Fr. Mousa). 
♦ There is no cost for this ministry, but donations and sponsorships are appreciated. 
 
 

If you would like to volunteer as a tutor or babysitter or for more information please email  
Hanada Sweis at hzedan1@yahoo.com. 

You are invited to our Annual Teen SOYO  

Holy Friday Vigil 
 

Friday May 3, 2013 @ 10:00pm 

Everyone is invited 
Age: 13 and older with parents signed permission slips  

(Children under the age of 13 parents must stay with them.) 

    

We will be watching the passion of the Christ Movie 

 

Hope to see you all there! 
*This is a potluck event so please remember only 

Lenten food* 
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The time has finally come for family, friends, and lots of fun! We are pleased to present the 

2nd Annual Men’s Basketball League. The games will be held in the gymnasium of St. 

Mary Orthodox Church. This league will be open to members of the community and to our 

sister churches. The timing of this league couldn’t be better as we try to come together as a 

community to enjoy companionship and some friendly competition. Please spread the 

word as much as possible, as we get things started to have another successful season! Sign-

ups will be held during coffee hour and open gyms.  

****Forms, Fees, and Teams due on May 10, 2013Forms, Fees, and Teams due on May 10, 2013Forms, Fees, and Teams due on May 10, 2013Forms, Fees, and Teams due on May 10, 2013* 

Season begins May 12, 2013 

Contact: Melad Qodsi @ 708-692-0561 or stmarysports@virginmaryoc.org 

 

Requirements:        Information: 

-Signed waiver        -Ages 16 and up 
-Team registration sheet       -Make your own team 
-Fees          -Min members per team - 6 
-$100- No Purchase of Jersey       -Max members per team - 8 
-$125- With Purchase of Jersey      
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June 15-16, 2013 
 

Schedule of  Events: 
 

 

Saturday, June 15th 
6:30pm - Banquet & Hafleh 
St. Mary’s Gymnasium  
Tickets - $40/person 

Children ages 5 & younger free 
 

Sunday, June 16th 
8:45am - Matins 

10:00am - Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with  
His Eminence METROPOLITAN PHILIP 

Followed by Groundbreaking Ceremony  
and a Luncheon at St. Mary’s Gymnasium 

With His Eminence 

METROPOLITAN PHILIPMETROPOLITAN PHILIPMETROPOLITAN PHILIPMETROPOLITAN PHILIP    
Archbishop of New York and  

Metropolitan of All North America 

You Are Cordially Invited To CelebrateYou Are Cordially Invited To CelebrateYou Are Cordially Invited To CelebrateYou Are Cordially Invited To Celebrate    

St. Mary’s 10St. Mary’s 10St. Mary’s 10St. Mary’s 10thththth    Year Anniversary Year Anniversary Year Anniversary Year Anniversary     

Weekend Celebration Weekend Celebration Weekend Celebration Weekend Celebration     

Saturday, May 11, 2013Saturday, May 11, 2013Saturday, May 11, 2013Saturday, May 11, 2013    
 12:00pm – 5:00pm 
St. Mary Fellowship Hall 

 

Celebrating our mothers with an 
Arabic FolkloreArabic FolkloreArabic FolkloreArabic Folklore    Fashion Show Fashion Show Fashion Show Fashion Show     

    

Tickets: Adults - $25 
Children ages 12 & younger - $10 

 

The drawing of the $10 Raffle will also take place. 
 

 

For tickets contact:  
Saeda Sweis or Shireen Salman  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Grand Prize:  

 

 

2013 Toyota Camry LE.   
 
 

Second Prize:  5 Night Stay in a 

private pent house suite in Puerto 

Vallarta.   
 

 

 
 

Third Prize: $1,000 Cash 
 

Fourth Prize: iPad Mini 
 

 
 

Drawing will take place at St. Mary’s 

10th Year Anniversary Celebration on 

Saturday June 15th, 2013 

St. Mary’s Antiochian Women Annual  

Mother’s Day LuncheonMother’s Day LuncheonMother’s Day LuncheonMother’s Day Luncheon    


