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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. --------    Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins --------    10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy    
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 
 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 
Office Administrator: Katia Haddad (katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org)  

www.virginmaryoc.org (virginmary@virginmaryoc.org) 
 

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: fr.mousa@gmail.com 

Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrihani@hotmail.com 

 

Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday ----    Friday 10:00amFriday 10:00amFriday 10:00amFriday 10:00am----3:00pm3:00pm3:00pm3:00pm    
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Clergy, Parish Council , Committees, and Ministries 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to 

you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home.  After 

all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the ushers at the end of 

the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God bless you and give you 

many healthy years in His service.  
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Committees: 
 

Altar / Liturgics 

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani 

Expansion 

Feras Sweis 

Beautification & Maintenance  

Feras Salman 

Fundraising 

Abdullah Tadros 

Stewardship 

Rashid Sweis 

Financial 

Abdullah Tadros 

Communication 

Abeer Khouri 

Constitution 

Omar Sweiss 

Humanitarian 

Shireen Salman 

Ushering 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Web Master 

Sana Sweis 

Organizations and Ministries: 

 

Sunday School Director 

Omar Sweiss 

Sunday School Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Antiochian Women President 

Susan Sweis 

Antiochian Women Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Fellowship President 

Khalil Haddad 

Fellowship Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

SOYO President 

Marram Salman 

SOYO Advisor 

Orieb Sweis, Steve Rihani, Shireen Salman 

SOYO Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Handmaids of the Lord 

Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad 

Handmaids Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Choir Director 

Michael Rascia 

Chanters 

Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi 

Parish Clergy: 
 

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 
 

Parish Council: 
 

Presiding Officer  

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Chairman  

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Vice Chairman 

Feras Sweis 

Treasurer  

Abdullah Tadros  

Financial Secretary 

CJ Kari 

Secretary 

Abeer Khouri 

Council Members: 

Nidal Al-Farah 

George Barakat 

Bassam Salman 

Feras Salman 

Faris Samawi 

Samer Tadros 

Church Hall Rental - Call the church office or email: ka�ahaddad@virginmaryoc.org 



 

3 

Changes in the Liturgy 
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Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Six) 
When Mary stood at Thy grave looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone 

above Thy revered tomb, and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead 

men.  Thou led hades captive and wast not tempted thereby, Thou didst meet the 

virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou who art risen from the dead, O Lord, 

glory to Thee.  
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy 

falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life,  

being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from 

death.  

 B)C����	 B<�� .H�I	 �3��	� 
� BHB����� ���
��	 B)C��!&� 
! B< B�
?� #$� 
8B��:� ��������	 B)CFBD
 B< B���! #$

����D� B)�!�	 �! *���� B<B�
7
D,�$ .3
�
�	 G�� <�� 
!� 3
�
�	 .�2. 

Kontakion of the Prodigal Son (Tone Three) 

When I disobeyed in ignorance thy Fatherly glory, I wasted in iniquities the riches 

that thou gavest me.  Wherefore, I cry to thee with the voice of the prodigal son, 

saying: I have sinned before thee, O compassionate Father, receive me repentant, and 

make me as one of thy hired servants.  
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Epistle for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son  
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Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us! 

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous! 

The Reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (6:12-20). 

Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful. All things are lawful 

for me, but I will not be enslaved by anything. Food is meant for the stomach and the 

stomach for food; but God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for 

immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will 

also raise us up by His power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? 

Shall I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? 

Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with 

her? For, as it is written, “The two shall become one flesh.” But he who is united to the 

Lord becomes one spirit with Him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man com-

mits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against his own body. Do you not 

know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from 

God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body, 

and in your spirit, which are God’s.  
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Gospel for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son  
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (15:11-32). 

The Lord spoke this parable:  “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger 

of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.’  

And he divided his living between them.  Not many days later, the younger son 

gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered 

his property in loose living.  And when he had spent everything, a great famine 

arose in that country, and he began to be in want.  So he went and joined himself to 

one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine.  And 

he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him any-

thing.  But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired serv-

ants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger!  I will arise and 

go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and be-

fore you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired 

servants.”’  And he arose and came to his father.  But while he was yet at a distance, 

his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  

And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am 

no longer worthy to be called your son.’  But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring 

quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his 

feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; for this my son 

was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’  And they began to make 

merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the 

house, he heard music and dancing.  And he called one of the servants and asked 

what this meant.  And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has 

killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.’  But the son was 

angry and refused to go in.  His father came out and entreated him, but he answered 

his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your 

command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends.  

But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you 

killed for him the fatted calf!’  And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, 

and all that is mine is yours.  It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your 

brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost and is found.’”  
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Gospel for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son  
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“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”    
My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 

1 John 3:18 

 . BT� �:�	�� B�����
!�!�
B� C=�� > B�
����
B� C�� B�����
B� 46 B
�� / 
���7�� >�"	\0 B7�	 #B�
���
�� =a/b 
�
3:18 

 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service. 

What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, 

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-

ship among our community. 

Hospitality Teams 
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy 

Holy Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee Hour    .�0���� ������ 
03/03: Ziad and Majeda Abudayyeh & Family 03/03 : ���
��	� H����� 3�(
!� �
�0 

03/10: Jamal and Raeda Khouri & Family 03/10 :���
��	� *��9 3��	�� =
!( 

03/17: Wajih and Suhad Haddad & Family 03/17 :���
��	� �	�
 �
8�� H�(� 

Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:    
Today: Today: Today: Today: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Abeer Khouri, Abeer Khouri, Abeer Khouri, Abeer Khouri, ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Mazen AmmariMazen AmmariMazen AmmariMazen Ammari    
Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Fabiola Sweis, Fabiola Sweis, Fabiola Sweis, Fabiola Sweis, ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Khaled SalmanKhaled SalmanKhaled SalmanKhaled Salman    
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Wedding 

Brian Mark Fletcher & Tala Kamel Fakhouri 

Odeh Fikry Zedan & Joy Jamal Swais 

 

Churching 

Jeffery Louis Vinke  

Parents: Jeffery & Rhonna Vinke 

 

New Born 

Dalia Sweis  

Parents: Sam & Reem Sweis 

 

Congratulations! 
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May his memory be eternal! 

Newly Departed: Khalil Zanayed 
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Bulletin Blurb for  Sunday,  March 3 2013 OCCHY QUIZ 

 
How does MARIJUANA affect driving?  

A.  Alertness  

B.  Coordination  

C.  Reaction Time  
D.  Judging Distance  

A.B.C.&D.  ALL ANSWERS CORRECT.   Marijuana affects all these skills required for safe driv-

ing. Data has shown that while smoking marijuana, people have the same lack of coordination as on 

standard ‘drunk driver’ tests.  A Study in Memphis, TN found that out of 150 reckless drivers who 

were tested for drugs, 33% tested positive for marijuana and 12% tested positive for marijuana AND 

cocaine. http://www.drugabuse.gov   , www.teens.drugabuse.gov 
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!�9   Lent & Holy Week Services   2013 

�	�^March 20  H����� T�
��	 E	���	 :"
����	Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy   "
�!7:00pm  

�	�^March 22  H�I	 3��	� @��! �!�9 :��!(�	Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner   "
�!7:00pm  

�	�^March 25  ����I	 :3�
,��	 ���� E	���	 �!�9Monday: Annunciation Liturgy   


�:10:00am  

�	�^March 27  H����� T�
��	 E	���	 :"
����	Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy   "
�!7:00pm  

�	�^March 29  H�I	 3��	� @��! �!�9 :��!(�	Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner   "
�!7:00pm  

�
���April 3  H����� T�
��	 E	���	 :"
����	Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy   "
�!7:00pm  

�
���April 5  H�I	 3��	� @��! �!�9 :��!(�	Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner   "
�!7:00pm  

�
���April 10  H����� T�
��	 E	���	 :"
����	Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy   "
�!7:00pm  

�
���April 12  H�I	 3��	� @��! �!�9 :��!(�	Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner   "
�!7:00pm  

�
���April 17  H����� T�
��	 E	���	 :"
����	Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy   "
�!7:00pm  

�
���April 19  H�I	 3��	� @��! �!�9 :��!(�	Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner   "
�!7:00pm  

�
���April 27  :)���	  E	���	�0
���	 )��� Saturday: Lazarus Saturday Liturgy  


�:10:00am  

�
���April 28   :�
/	 ���� E	���	 �!�9���
�,�	 Sunday: Palm Sunday Liturgy   


�:10:00am  

  :�
/	.���	 ��9�	 Sunday: 1st Bridegroom Service   "
�!7:00pm  

�
���April 29    :����I	���
��	 ��9�	 Monday: 2nd Bridegroom Service   "
�!7:00pm  

�
���April 30    :"
����	���
��	 ��9�	 Tuesday: 3rd Bridegroom Service   "
�!7:00pm  

�
��May 1    :"
����	E��!�	 )�0�	 3�: Wednesday: Holy Unction Service   "
�!7:00pm  

�
��May 2    :E�!9�	��F��	 E�����
� E	�? Thursday: Divine Liturgy of St. Basil  


�:10:00am  

  :E�!9�	 �!�912 6�:�	� =�(�	Thursday: 12 Passion Gospels  "
�!7:00pm  

�
��May 3   :��!(�	)
7
��	 �!�9 Friday: Royal Hours   


�:10:00am  

  :��!(�	6��:!�	 =	0�	 �!�9Friday: Taking Down From the Cross    "
�!3:00pm  

  :��!(�	@��!�	 0
�( Friday: Lamentations   

)����	 ���	�8� (GOOD FRIDAY All-Night VIGIL to follow   

"
�!7:00pm  

�
��May 4   E	�? :)���	����	 )�� Saturday: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil   


�:10:00am  

 Saturday: Rush Procession & Matins followed by Paschal Liturgy        

 :)���	�!
���	 E	�?� �!(8�	 >����	 ���
� 
"
�!10:00pm  

�
��May 5  g�7
��	 3�: :�
/	 Sunday: AGAPE VESPERS   	�8F1:00pm  
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Every Week (unless otherwise noted) 

 

♦ Sun - 8:45am Matins, 10:00am Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 

♦ Wed -10:00am Morning Prayers, 10:30am Parish Bible Study 

♦ Sat -  1:30, Youth Sports League 

       3:30pm, Arabic School  

       5:30pm, Great Vespers 

 
 

March 2013 
 Fri - 03/08  6:30pm: Ladies Game Night 

 Fri - 03/15  7:30pm: OCLife Meeting (Orthodox Christians for Life) 

 Sat - 03/16 5:00pm: Teen SOYO Bible Study 

 Sun - 03/17 11:30am: Cheese Pizza Sale 

 Mon - 03/18 Great Lent Begins 

 Sun - 03/24 11:30am: Falafel Sandwich Sale 

 Sat - 03/30 5:00pm: Teen SOYO Movie Night 
 

April 2013 

 Sun - 04/14 11:30am: Lenten Lunch Sale 

 Mon - 04/15 6:00pm: PADS Homeless Shelter Volunteer 

 Sat - 04/20 Presentation by Dr. Albert Rossi (open to all parishioners) 
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HOUSE BLESSINGS 

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lord’s Theophany on January 6th, we bless water which is 

used to sanctify the homes of all the faithful. In bringing the blessed water to our homes, and 

sprinkling it in each room, we rid our house of any evil influence, and rededicate it to God in a 

special way. As we were once renewed by the waters of our own baptism into Christ, so too 

our home, and our entire lives, are re-dedicated and renewed unto Christ our God each year at 

this time. Please contact Fr. Mousa at 708-979-3222 or Fr. Malek at 708-516-6417 if you 

would like your home blessed this year. 

 (E
� �K��	 ���7) #8� BI	 ��8F�	 ��7 #$ ���!O!�	 )��� E���� #$ �&
��	 ���� �� 3�
��	 )�(

 ���8� ��� ,E����!��	 "
�!��	 _��� )�������	 E������� .�
�7 =�� �! #�
��	 ���
� �! E�
��	 ����	 #$

 ,@�����!��
�� 
���������!�! #$ 
���(� 
!�$ .#�
�� ;	 .�2 
��
!��2 ��(��� 3���,�	 R	��/	 �! )����	

 .�
�7 =�� �! )?��	 	�& =�! #$ 
�8�2 @��!�	 ����	 .�	 
8�
!��2 ��(�� 
8�� 
��
�
� 
����� <���

 N�
& .�7 .��! 6/
� =:�� �� H��� E���� #$ 6M�� �!! .(���708l979l3222  �	

 )
& .�7 <�
! 6/
�708l516l6417. 

 
 

2013-2014 Antiochian Scholarship Forms are Available 

 

 

 
 

 

In time for the 2013-2014 academic year, the Scholarships page on www.antiochian.org has 

been updated to include all archdiocesan forms and deadlines, as well as information from 

other institutions offering scholarships to Antiochian students at both the college or graduate 

school level. You can browse through various options, including a scholarship from Antio-

chian Women, several scholarships from the Fellowship of St. John the Divine, scholarships 

available from the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, and scholarships for former Scouts. 
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Popcorn and coffee will 

be provided.  

Please bring your own  

tasli and drink. 

March 8, 2013 6:30pm-9:00pm 

Join us for a fun Join us for a fun Join us for a fun Join us for a fun 

night full of night full of night full of night full of 

games! games! games! games!     

Contact person: Suzan Sweis  
or Suhair Swies 

    
Join St. Mary’s Antiochian Women for theirJoin St. Mary’s Antiochian Women for theirJoin St. Mary’s Antiochian Women for theirJoin St. Mary’s Antiochian Women for their    

Ladies Game Ladies Game Ladies Game Ladies Game 
NightNightNightNight    

Bring any extra games you would like to play! 
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The Clergy and Parish Council of  St. Mary proudly introduce our latest ministry as 
we continue our strategy of  strengthening the Family; 

 

 
 

Fishers of  Men 
Leading our Families in Christian Discipleship 

 

This ministry is open to all men over 21, who recognize the importance of  their 
role as men, and are willing to take a pledge to lead their family on a path that is 

pleasing to God. 

 

Please mark your calendars for the following upcoming events:   
 

• Sunday March 10th  (ministry officially introduced) 
The first group of  men will take their pledge in front of  God and their Parish 
Family 

 

• Saturday April 20th  
Dr. Albert Rossi a renowned Family Counselor will give a presentation on the 
role of  men in family and society (open to all parishioners) 

 

• Sunday May 12th (Mother’s Day) 
The men will serve breakfast in appreciation and honor of  all of  our beloved 
mothers 

 
We encourage all the men of  our parish to join the Fishers of  Men.  We meet 
the first Saturday of  the month for breakfast, we discuss issues relevant to men, 
and most importantly we enjoy each other’s company in a relaxed atmosphere.  

 
We likewise ask all of  the women to support this ministry by encouraging their 
husbands to join and to be active in this Godly ministry.  
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Please contact Marram Salman (708) 307-7473 or any teen 
advisor with any questions you may have! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Please contact Marram Salman (708) 307-7473, Christine 
Sweis (708) 336-0702, with any questions you may have! 
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St. Mary’s is hosting their first annual 3-on-3 basketball tournament. Get your starting line-ups 

ready for a day full of family, friends and FUN!!!  Come support your community and enjoy a little 

friendly competition.  

Sunday, April 7th from 1pm-7pm. 

For questions contact: 
 
Melad Qodsi 
708-692-0561 
stmarysports@virginmaryoc.org 
 
Kati Khouri 
708-257-7579 
kkhouri@yahoo.com 
 
CJ Kari 
ckari@comcast.net 
 

 

 

3-on-3 Basketball 
Tournament 

6330 West 127th St. Palos Heights, IL  

 St. Mary’s March Madness 

Requirements: 
 
• Completed Registration/Waiver Form 
• Registration Fee $25/person 
• Ages 14+ 
• 3 players/team  

• 2 males, 1 female 
 

All forms and fees due by: 
March 31, 2013 
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Weekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly Synaxarion    

 On March 3 in the Holy Orthodox Church we com-

memorate the Martyrs Eutropios, Kleonikos, and Basil-

ikos of Amasea; and the Hieromartyr Theodoretos of 

Antioch. On this day, we make remembrance of the 

Parable of the Prodigal Son, which occurs in the noble 

Gospel and which our deified Fathers reinstituted in the 

Triodion. In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus illus-

trates three things: the condition of the sinner, the can-

on of repentance and the knowledge of God’s compas-

sion. For in the person of the prodigal son, we view the 

wretched condition that sin creates for us, distant from 

God and His Sacraments. However, we become aware 

of ourselves and awaken, hastening with hope to return 

to Him through repentance. Our Savior wants to call 

back to His mansions all those who have been overtak-

en by despair, lacking hope of forgiveness for their 

grave sins. The Father encourages all of his lost chil-

dren to remove the desperation from their hearts, and 

revive their energies for virtuous deeds. Through Thine 

ineffable love for mankind, O Christ our God, have 

mercy upon us. Amen. 


