
 

  

 

February 17, 2013February 17, 2013February 17, 2013February 17, 2013    
Sunday of the Canaanite Woman  

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost   
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St. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox Church    
The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest 
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. --------    Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins --------    10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy    
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 
 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 
Office Administrator: Katia Haddad (katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org)  

www.virginmaryoc.org (virginmary@virginmaryoc.org) 
 

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: fr.mousa@gmail.com 

Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrihani@hotmail.com 

 

Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday ----    Friday 10:00amFriday 10:00amFriday 10:00amFriday 10:00am----3:00pm3:00pm3:00pm3:00pm    
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Clergy, Parish Council , Committees, and Ministries 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to 

you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home.  After 

all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the ushers at the end of 

the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God bless you and give you 

many healthy years in His service.  
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Committees: 
 

Altar / Liturgics 

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani 

Expansion 

Feras Sweis 

Beautification & Maintenance  

Feras Salman 

Fundraising 

Abdullah Tadros 

Stewardship 

Rashid Sweis 

Financial 

Abdullah Tadros 

Communication 

Abeer Khouri 

Constitution 

Omar Sweiss 

Humanitarian 

Shireen Salman 

Ushering 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Web Master 

Sana Sweis 

Organizations and Ministries: 

 

Sunday School Director 

Omar Sweiss 

Sunday School Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Antiochian Women President 

Susan Sweis 

Antiochian Women Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Fellowship President 

Khalil Haddad 

Fellowship Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

SOYO President 

Marram Salman 

SOYO Advisor 

Orieb Sweis, Steve Rihani, Shireen Salman 

SOYO Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Handmaids of the Lord 

Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad 

Handmaids Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Choir Director 

Michael Rascia 

Chanters 

Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi 

Parish Clergy: 
 

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 
 

Parish Council: 
 

Presiding Officer  

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Chairman  

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Vice Chairman 

Feras Sweis 

Treasurer  

Abdullah Tadros  

Financial Secretary 

CJ Kari 

Secretary 

Abeer Khouri 

Council Members: 

Nidal Al-Farah 

George Barakat 

Bassam Salman 

Feras Salman 

Faris Samawi 

Samer Tadros 

Church Hall Rental - Call the church office or email: ka�ahaddad@virginmaryoc.org 
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Changes in the Liturgy 
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Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  

!
����& <� =���� >)	�!/	 ��� �! �
? �! 
� ;	 ��	 
� 
�:�9 >
�8�	� 
���! @��!�� A���� �(��� ���& 
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Four) 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of 

the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the 

Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great 

Mercy.  
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Troparion of St. Theodore (Tone Two) 

Great are the accomplished of faith; for the martyred Saint Theodore rejoiced in the fount of 

flames as though in the waters of rest; for being burned by fire, he was offered as delicious 

bread to the Trinity. Wherefore, by his pleadings. O Christ God, save our souls.  
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling  

asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the  

Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  
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Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Four) 
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most con-

stant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good 

one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou 

to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.  
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Epistle Reading for the Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  
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Make vows to the Lord thy God, and perform them! 

In Judah God is known; His Name is great in Israel! 

The Reading is from Saint Paul’s Second Letter to the  

Corinthians (6:16-18; 7:1). 

Brethren, we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will 

live in them and move among them, and I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people.  Therefore come out from them, and be separate 

from them,” says the Lord, “and touch nothing unclean; then I will 

welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons 

and daughters,” says the Lord Almighty. Since we have these promis-

es, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body 

and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God.  
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Gospel for the Sunday of the Canaanite Woman  
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (15:21-28). 

At that time, Jesus went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a 

Canaanite woman from that region came out and cried, “Have mercy on me, 

O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely possessed by a demon.”  But 

Jesus did not answer her a word.  And his disciples came and begged him, 

saying, “Send her away, for she is crying after us.”  Jesus answered, “I was 

sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  But she came and knelt 

before him, saying, “Lord, help me.”  And Jesus answered, “It is not fair to 

take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”  She said, “Yes, Lord, yet 

even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” Then Jesus 

answered her, “O woman, great is your faith!  Be it done for you as you de-

sire.”  And her daughter was healed at that very hour.  
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“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”    
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does 

not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs. 1 Corinthians 13:4-5 
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service. 

What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, 

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-

ship among our community. 

Hospitality Teams 
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy 

Holy Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee Hour    � ?�	
  �
��	
 
02/17: Bishara Sweis & Family 02/17 :���
��	� b��: 3�
,� 

02/24 : Abdullah and Dena Tadros & Family 02/24 : ���
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03/03: Ziad and Majeda Abudayyeh & Family 03/03 : ���
��	� J����� 3�(
!� �
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Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:    
Today: Today: Today: Today: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Elaine Riadi , Elaine Riadi , Elaine Riadi , Elaine Riadi , ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Nour Swaiss Nour Swaiss Nour Swaiss Nour Swaiss     

Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Lana Sweis, Lana Sweis, Lana Sweis, Lana Sweis, ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Mansoura KhouriMansoura KhouriMansoura KhouriMansoura Khouri    
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The Handmaids of the  Lord will be meeting every last Sunday of the month.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mark your calendar for the next meeting on  

Sunday, February 24, 2012 after Liturgy 

 

Removal of crowns 
 

Kefah & Mayrab  Makhamreh  
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May their memory be eternal! 
 

3rd & 9th Memorial: Jihad Ghaleb Tadros 

Newly Departed: Hazem Adib Musa Swaiss 
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Every Week (unless otherwise noted) 

 

♦ Sun - 8:45am Matins, 10:00am Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 

♦ Wed -10:00am Morning Prayers, 10:30am Parish Bible Study 

♦ Sat -  1:30, Youth Sports League 

       3:30pm, Arabic School  

       5:30pm, Great Vespers 

 

February 2013 

 Sun - 02/17  11:30am: Blood Drive 

 Sat - 02/23  4:00pm: SOYO LAR/Bible Study 

 Sun - 02/24  11:30am: Chicken Sandwich Sale 
 

March 2013 

 Sun - 03/17  11:30am: Cheese Pizza Sale 

 Sun - 03/24  11:30am: Falafel Sandwich Sale 
 

April 2013 

 Sun - 04/14  11:30am: Lenten Lunch Sale 

 Mon - 04/15  6:00pm: PADS Homeless Shelter Volunteer 
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WHENWHENWHENWHEN––––    Today, Sunday, February 17, 2013Today, Sunday, February 17, 2013Today, Sunday, February 17, 2013Today, Sunday, February 17, 2013    
    

LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION––––    St. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox Church––––    GymGymGymGym    
        

****Please make sure to eat a proper breakfast before giving Please make sure to eat a proper breakfast before giving Please make sure to eat a proper breakfast before giving Please make sure to eat a proper breakfast before giving 
blood; Holy Communion will still be allowed.blood; Holy Communion will still be allowed.blood; Holy Communion will still be allowed.blood; Holy Communion will still be allowed.    

        
 Questions? Contact any Fellowship officer.Questions? Contact any Fellowship officer.Questions? Contact any Fellowship officer.Questions? Contact any Fellowship officer.    

Fellowship of St. John the Divine 

 

JOIN US & HELP SUPPORT YOUR ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN 

BY ENJOYING A CHICKEN SANDWICH 
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L.A.R. 
Life After the Retreat 

 

Saturday, February 23, 2013  

 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

 
All retreat participants and parents are invited! 

 
HOUSE BLESSINGS 

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lord’s Theophany on January 6th, we bless water which is 

used to sanctify the homes of all the faithful. In bringing the blessed water to our homes, and 

sprinkling it in each room, we rid our house of any evil influence, and rededicate it to God in 

a special way. As we were once renewed by the waters of our own baptism into Christ, so too 

our home, and our entire lives, are re-dedicated and renewed unto Christ our God each year at 

this time. Please contact Fr. Mousa at 708-979-3222 or Fr. Malek at 708-516-6417 if you 

would like your home blessed this year. 
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Where to Turn in the New Testament…  
 

 

 

For the Sermon on the Mount: Matthew 5—7 

When you are under pressure: Matthew 11:25-30 

For Jesus’ teaching on the Second Coming: Matthew 24:3-44 

For the distribution of the Holy Eucharist: Matthew 26:26-30 

For the Great Commission: Matthew 28:18-20 

For Jesus’ teaching on servanthood: Mark 10:42-45 

For the Annunciation to Mary: Luke 1:26-56 

For the earthly birth of Jesus Christ: Luke 2:1-20 

For Jesus’ teaching on eternal punishment: Luke 13:24-30 

For the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ: Luke 23:33-24:49 

For how one is born again: John 3:1-8 

For Jesus’ teaching on the Eucharist: John 6:30-59 

When you feel estranged from Christ: John 10:7-30 

When you need comfort: John 14:1-6 

To learn about union with Christ: John 15:1-17 

For Jesus’ teaching on the Holy Spirit: John 15:26-16:15 

For the coming of the Holy Spirit: Acts 2:1-21 

For the first Church Council: Acts 15:1-35 

For the scriptural teaching on sexual immorality and homosexuality:  

Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13; 6:15-20 
For St. Paul’s teaching on justification: Romans 5:1-21 

For St. Paul’s teaching on holy baptism: Romans 6:1-11 

When the unexpected happens: Romans 8:28-39 

When you are tempted to break the law: Romans 13:1-10 

To learn of true Christian love: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

To learn of sin and righteousness: Galatians 5:19-26 

To learn of faith and works: Ephesians 2:8-10 

To learn of Christian marriage: Ephesians 5:22-33 

To understand the unseen warfare: Ephesians 6:10-18 

To learn of the communion of the saints: Hebrews 12:1-3, 22-24 

To learn of Christian healing: James 5:13-16 

For St. Peter’s teaching on marriage:  1 Peter 3:1-9 

For St. Peter’s teaching on false prophets: 2 Peter 2:1-22 

To learn about confession of sin: 1 John 1:5-2:1 

To learn about eternal life: 1 John 5:11-13 

To learn of the eternal kingdom: Revelation 21—22 
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Weekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly Synaxarion    

 On February 17 in the Holy Orthodox Church we com-

memorate the holy Great Martyr Theodore the Soldier 

(‘Tyro’). No sooner had Theodore entered the Marmarite 

regiment of the army in the town of Amasea than a perse-

cution of Christians broke out under the Emperors Maxim-

ian and Maximinus. Theodore did not conceal that he was a 

Christian, and was brought to trial and imprisoned. The 

wicked judge intended him to die of hunger, but the Lord 

Christ Himself appeared to Theodore in the prison and en-

couraged His martyr with these words: “Fear not, Theo-

dore; I am with thee. Take no more earthly food and drink, 

for thou shalt be in the other life, eternal and unending, 

with Me in Heaven.” Then a multitude of angels appeared 

in the prison, and the whole place shone with light. The 

warders on duty saw the angels in white apparel and were 

filled with fear. Then Theodore was taken out, tortured and 

thrown into fire. He gave his soul to God in 306. On this 

day, we also commemorate the Emperor Marcian and Em-

press Pulcheria of Constantinople; Euxiphios, Bishop of 

Solon in Cyprus; Hermogenes, patriarch of Moscow; and 

Venerable Finan, bishop of Lindisfarne. By their interces-

sions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us.  Amen. 


