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Sixteenth Sunday of Matthew 

Feast of St. Charalampos  
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St. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox Church    
The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest 
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. --------    Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins --------    10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy    
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 
 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 
Office Administrator: Katia Haddad (katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org)  

www.virginmaryoc.org (virginmary@virginmaryoc.org) 
 

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: fr.mousa@gmail.com 

Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrihani@hotmail.com 

 

Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday ----    Friday 10:00amFriday 10:00amFriday 10:00amFriday 10:00am----3:00pm3:00pm3:00pm3:00pm    
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Clergy, Parish Council , Committees, and Ministries 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to 

you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home.  After 

all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the ushers at the end of 

the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God bless you and give you 

many healthy years in His service.  
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Committees: 
 

Altar / Liturgics 

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani 

Expansion 

Feras Sweis 

Beautification & Maintenance  

Feras Salman 

Fundraising 

Abdullah Tadros 

Stewardship 

Rashid Sweis 

Financial 

Abdullah Tadros 

Communication 

Abeer Khouri 

Constitution 

Omar Sweiss 

Humanitarian 

Shireen Salman 

Ushering 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Web Master 

Sana Sweis 

Organizations and Ministries: 

 

Sunday School Director 

Omar Sweiss 

Sunday School Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Antiochian Women President 

Susan Sweis 

Antiochian Women Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Fellowship President 

Khalil Haddad 

Fellowship Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

SOYO President 

Marram Salman 

SOYO Advisor 

Orieb Sweis, Steve Rihani, Shireen Salman 

SOYO Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Handmaids of the Lord 

Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad 

Handmaids Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Choir Director 

Michael Rascia 

Chanters 

Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi 

Parish Clergy: 
 

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 
 

Parish Council: 
 

Presiding Officer  

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Chairman  

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Vice Chairman 

Feras Sweis 

Treasurer  

Abdullah Tadros  

Financial Secretary 

CJ Kari 

Secretary 

Abeer Khouri 

Council Members: 

Nidal Al-Farah 

George Barakat 

Bassam Salman 

Feras Salman 

Faris Samawi 

Samer Tadros 

Church Hall Rental - Call the church office or email: ka�ahaddad@virginmaryoc.org 
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Changes in the Liturgy 
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Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Three) 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His 

own arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and became the first-born from the dead. 

He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy. 
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Troparion St. Charalampos (Tone Four) 

O wise Charalampos, you became an unshakable column in the church of Christ and lamp of 

everlasting light to the world.  Well-known to the world through your martyrdom, you dis-

pelled the dark night of idolatry. Intercede with Christ God, that He may save our souls.  
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling  

asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the  

Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  
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Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Four) 
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most con-

stant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good 

one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou 

to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.  
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Epistle of the St. Charalampos  
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The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord! 

O God, hear my prayer! 

The reading is from Saint Paul's Second Letter to St. Timothy.  (2:1-10). 

TIMOTHY, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have 

heard from me before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to 

teach others also. Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier on 

service gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to satisfy the one who en-

listed him. An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. It is 

the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. Think over 

what I say, for the Lord will grant you understanding in everything. Remember Je-

sus Christ, risen from the dead, descended from David, as preached in my gospel, 

the gospel for which I am suffering and wearing fetters like a criminal. But the word 

of God is not fettered. Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that 

they also may obtain salvation in Christ Jesus with its eternal glory.  
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E�� �&  



 

5 

Gospel for the Sixteenth Sunday of St. Matthew  
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The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (25:14-30). 
The Lord spoke this parable: A man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted to them his property; 

to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 

away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them; and he made five talents more. 

So also, he who had the two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and 

dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and 

settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents 

more, saying: “Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.” His master said 

to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; 

enter into the joy of your master.” And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying: “Master, you 

delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.” His master said to him, “Well done, good 

and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your 

master.” He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying: “Master, I knew you to be a hard 

man, reaping where you did not sew, and gathering where you did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I went 

and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master answered him, “You wicked 

and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and gather where I have not winnowed? 

Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what 

was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to eve-

ryone who has will more be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has 

will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash 

their teeth.” As Jesus said these things He cried out: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” 
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“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”    
For the word of the Lord is right, and all His works are done in truth. He loveth right-

eousness and judgment; the earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. Psalm 33:4-5 
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service. 

What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, 

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-

ship among our community. 

Hospitality Teams 
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy 

Holy Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee Hour    .�1��
� �
���
 

02/10: Daniel and Shahd Sweis 

Emad and Issam Haddad & Family 

02/10 :^��: �8,� =��	� 
���
��	� �	�
 �
:7� �
!7 

02/17: Bishara Sweis & Family 02/17 :���
��	� ^��: 3�
,� 
02/24 : Abdullah and Dena Tadros & Family 02/24 : ���
��	� M��
� 
���� ;	��7 

Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:    
Today: Today: Today: Today: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Futien Johnson , Futien Johnson , Futien Johnson , Futien Johnson , ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Fares Samawi Fares Samawi Fares Samawi Fares Samawi     

Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Elaine Riadi , Elaine Riadi , Elaine Riadi , Elaine Riadi , ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Asmahan Fakhouri Asmahan Fakhouri Asmahan Fakhouri Asmahan Fakhouri     
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Every Week (unless otherwise noted) 
 

♦ Sun - 8:45am Matins, 10:00am Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 

♦ Wed -10:00am Morning Prayers, 10:30am Parish Bible Study 

♦ Sat -  1:30, Youth Sports League 

       3:30pm, Arabic School  

       5:30pm, Great Vespers 

 

February 2013 

Sat - 02/09  7:00pm: St. Valentine’s Day Hafleh 

Tue - 02/12  6:00am: PADS Homeless Shelter Volunteering 

Sun - 02/17  11:30am: Blood Drive 

Sat - 02/23  4:00pm: SOYO LAR/Bible Study 

Sun - 02/24  11:30am: Chicken Sandwich Sale 
 

March 2013 

Sun - 03/17  11:30am: Cheese Pizza Sale 

Sun - 03/24  11:30am: Falafel Sandwich Sale 
 

April 2013 

Sun - 04/14  11:30am: Lenten Lunch Sale 

Mon - 04/15  6:00pm: PADS Homeless Shelter Volunteering 

 

Wedding 
 

Kefah Makhamreh & Mayrab Samman 
 

Removal of crowns 
 

 Alejandro Rivas & Claudin Anis Elsousou 
 

Engagement 
 

Kamel Mahyoub Aranki & Stephanie Robert Haddad 
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The Handmaids of the  Lord will be meeting every last 

Sunday of the month.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
Please mark your calendar for the next meeting on  

Sunday, February 24, 2012 after Liturgy 
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WHENWHENWHENWHEN––––    Sunday, February 17, 2013Sunday, February 17, 2013Sunday, February 17, 2013Sunday, February 17, 2013    
    

LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION––––    St. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox Church––––    GymGymGymGym    
    

TO SIGN UPTO SIGN UPTO SIGN UPTO SIGN UP––––    Please visit the blood drive table in the Please visit the blood drive table in the Please visit the blood drive table in the Please visit the blood drive table in the 
church hall during coffee hour.church hall during coffee hour.church hall during coffee hour.church hall during coffee hour.    

        
****Please make sure to eat a proper breakfast before giving blood; Holy Please make sure to eat a proper breakfast before giving blood; Holy Please make sure to eat a proper breakfast before giving blood; Holy Please make sure to eat a proper breakfast before giving blood; Holy 

Communion will still be allowed.Communion will still be allowed.Communion will still be allowed.Communion will still be allowed.    
        

 Questions? Contact any Fellowship officer.Questions? Contact any Fellowship officer.Questions? Contact any Fellowship officer.Questions? Contact any Fellowship officer.    

GIVE BACK 

GIVE BLOOD 

GIVE THANKS 

Fellowship of St. John the Divine 
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L.A.R. 
Life After the Retreat 

 

Saturday, February 23, 2013  

 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

 
All retreat participants and parents are invited! 

 
HOUSE BLESSINGS 

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lord’s Theophany on January 6th, we bless water which is 

used to sanctify the homes of all the faithful. In bringing the blessed water to our homes, and 

sprinkling it in each room, we rid our house of any evil influence, and rededicate it to God in 

a special way. As we were once renewed by the waters of our own baptism into Christ, so too 

our home, and our entire lives, are re-dedicated and renewed unto Christ our God each year at 

this time. Please contact Fr. Mousa at 708-979-3222 or Fr. Malek at 708-516-6417 if you 

would like your home blessed this year. 
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Weekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly Synaxarion    

 On February 10 in the Holy Orthodox Church we com-

memorate the holy Hieromartyr Charalampos, bishop of Mag-

nesia, and the two torturers and three women who believed in 

Christ through him.When a terrible persecution began during 

the reign of Emperor Septimius Severus, the Elder Charalam-

pos did not hide from the persecutors but freely and openly 

preached the Faith of Christ. He endured all tortures as though 

he were in someone else’s body. When they skinned him alive, 

the forgiving elder said to the emperor’s soldiers: “Thank you, 

my brethren, for in scraping my old body you renew my spirit 

for a new eternal life.” Those soldiers, Baptos and Porphyrios, 

were also martyred when they confessed Christ to be God. The 

same glorious fate befell Three Holy Women who witnessed 

these tortures. Even the emperor’s daughter, Galina, abandoned 

the idolatry of her father and became a Christian. At the place 

of execution, Charalampos raised his hands to heaven and 

prayed to God for all people that God grant them bodily health 

and spiritual salvation and that He multiply their fruits of the 

earth. Charalampos the Wonderworker was beheaded and gave 

his soul to God in the year 202 at age 113. Galina took his body 

and honorably buried it. On this day, we also commemorate 

Venerable Zenon the ascetic of Antioch. By their intercessions, 

O Christ God, have mercy upon us.  Amen. 


