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Thirty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Fifteenth Sunday of Luke – Zacchaeus Sunday  
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St. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox Church    
The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest 

�������	
� ����
�
� ��� ��	���� ����� 

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. --------    Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins --------    10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy    
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 
 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 
Office Administrator: Katia Haddad (katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org)  

www.virginmaryoc.org (virginmary@virginmaryoc.org) 
 

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: fr.mousa@gmail.com 

Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrihani@hotmail.com 

 

Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday ----    Friday 10:00amFriday 10:00amFriday 10:00amFriday 10:00am----3:00pm3:00pm3:00pm3:00pm    



 

2 

Clergy, Parish Council , Committees, and Ministries 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to 

you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home.  After 

all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the ushers at the end of 

the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God bless you and give you 

many healthy years in His service.  
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Committees: 
 

Altar / Liturgics 

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani 

Expansion 

Feras Sweis 

Beautification & Maintenance  

Feras Salman 

Fundraising 

Abdullah Tadros 

Stewardship 

Rashid Sweis 

Financial 

Abdullah Tadros 

Communication 

Abeer Khouri 

Constitution 

Omar Sweiss 

Humanitarian 

Shireen Salman 

Ushering 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Web Master 

Sana Sweis 

Organizations and Ministries: 

 

Sunday School Director 

Omar Sweiss 

Sunday School Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Antiochian Women President 

Susan Sweis 

Antiochian Women Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Fellowship President 

Khalil Haddad 

Fellowship Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

SOYO President 

Marram Salman 

SOYO Advisor 

Orieb Sweis, Steve Rihani, Shireen Salman 

SOYO Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Handmaids of the Lord 

Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad 

Handmaids Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Choir Director 

Michael Rascia 

Chanters 

Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi 

Parish Clergy: 
 

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 
 

Parish Council: 
 

Presiding Officer  

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Chairman  

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Vice Chairman 

Feras Sweis 

Treasurer  

Abdullah Tadros  

Financial Secretary 

CJ Kari 

Secretary 

Abeer Khouri 

Council Members: 

Nidal Al-Farah 

George Barakat 

Bassam Salman 

Feras Salman 

Faris Samawi 

Samer Tadros 

Church Hall Rental - Call the church office or email: ka�ahaddad@virginmaryoc.org 
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Changes in the Liturgy 
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Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Two) 

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then 

Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from 

beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver 

of life, glory to Thee.  
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Troparion of the Presentation of our Lord into the Temple (Tone One) 
Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace; for from thee arose the Sun of Justice, Christ 

our God, lighting those who are in darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O righteous old man, car-

rying in thine arms the Deliverer of our souls, Who grants us Resurrection.  

�C��! ,
���8��C2 �@� C��!B�	 C=B���B�	 �KB!�, �D��B,�� C<B� C! 4��� ,%��!B�C� %���C��� B!�!B�	 CG��H	 �3��C�	�� 
�� # C
��B$C2 %	�  .���4L�	 #C$ ��� C�4�	
 �� �:�	 �MB�4,�	 
�8F��� BNC8��B�	�� �O	 CP��B$C2..�!BL��B�	 ���! B
4��	 
��
4�C2 �@C�
 �!B�	�� 
������Q�� �DC�B��!B�	 �<B��7	�� C� .�� �7 %�C!
 �
 ,�D� 

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling  

asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the  

Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  
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Kontakion of the Presentation of our Lord to the Temple (Tone One) 
Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, 

didst bless Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in peace, and 

confirm them whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind.  
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Epistle for the Thirty-Second Sunday after Pentecost  
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The Lord will give strength to his people! 

Bring to the Lord, O sons of God, bring to the Lord honor and glory! 

The Reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy (4:9-15). 

Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance.  For to 

this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living 

God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe. Com-

mand and teach these things.  Let no one despise your youth, but set the 

believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.  

Till I come, attend to the public reading of scripture, to preaching, to teach-

ing. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophetic 

utterance when the council of elders laid their hands upon you.  Practice 

these duties, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress. 
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Gospel for the Fifteenth Sunday of Luke (Zacchaeus Sunday)  
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (19:1-10). 

At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.  And there was a 

man named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector, and rich.  And he sought 

to see who Jesus was, but could not, on account of the crowd, because he was 

small of stature.  So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to 

see Jesus, for he was to pass that way.  And when Jesus came to the place, he 

looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for I 

must stay at your house today.”  So he made haste and came down, and re-

ceived him joyfully.  And when they saw it they all murmured, “He has gone 

in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.”  And Zacchaeus stood and said to 

the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have 

defrauded any one of anything, I restore it fourfold.”  And Jesus said to him, 

“Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham.  

For the Son of man came to seek and to save the lost.”  
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“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”    
You, Lord, are forgiving and good, abounding in love to all who call to 

you. Psalm 86:5 
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service. 

What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, 

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-

ship among our community. 

Hospitality Teams 
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy 

Holy Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee Hour    ��=���� ��	��� 

02/03: Rashid and Susan Sweis & Family 02/03 :���
��	� X��: �	0��� ��,� 

02/10: Daniel and Shahd Sweis 

Emad and Issam Haddad & Family 

02/10 :X��: �8,� =��	� 
���
��	� �	�
 �
:7� �
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02/17: Bishara Sweis & Family 02/17 :���
��	� X��: 3�
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Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:    
Today: Today: Today: Today: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Scott Abdo , Scott Abdo , Scott Abdo , Scott Abdo , ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Norma TadrosNorma TadrosNorma TadrosNorma Tadros    

Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Futien Johnson  , Futien Johnson  , Futien Johnson  , Futien Johnson  , ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––        Fares Samawi Fares Samawi Fares Samawi Fares Samawi     
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3rd & 9th Day Memorial 
 

Eid Salim Fakhouri 
 

May his memory be eternal! 
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Bulletin Blurb for Sunday, , February 3, 2013  

OCCHY QUIZ 
What is the worst thing that can happen to you if you “sniff” an inhalant?  

A. You can pass out.  

B. You can die.  

C. You can start coughing uncontrollably.  
D. You can get serious muscle spasms.  

 

B. Most inhalants produce a rapid high that resembles alcohol intoxication. Possible irreversible effects can be hearing 

loss, limb spasms, central nervous system or brain damage, and bone marrow damage. Sniffing high concentrations of inhalants 

may result in death from heart failure or suffocation (inhalants displace oxygen in the lungs) 

http://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/ research-reports/inhalant-abuse  

 

The first Saturday of every Month at 10:00am 
Next meeting this Saturday 02/02/2013 

 

Location: Royalberry Restaurant 

 6417 W. 127th St. in Palos Heights 
 

Join the clergy of St. Mary as we discuss current and relevant  issues 

affecting our families and communities, and how we,  as fathers, 

brothers, and role models, can make a difference.  

 

Wedding 
 

Alejandro Rivas 

& 

 Claudin Anis Elsousou 
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Every Week (unless otherwise noted) 
 

♦ Sun - 8:45am Matins, 10:00am Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 

♦ Wed -10:00am Morning Prayers, 10:30am Parish Bible Study 

♦ Sat -  1:30, Youth Sports League 

       3:30pm, Arabic School  

       5:30pm, Great Vespers 
 
 

February 2013 

Sat - 02/02  10:00am: St. Mary’s Men’s Breakfast Club 

Sun - 02/03  5:30pm: Fellowship Super Bowl Party 

Sat - 02/09  7:00pm: St. Valentine’s Day Hafleh 

Tue - 02/12  6:00am: PADS Homeless Shelter Volunteering 

Sun - 02/17  11:30am: Blood Drive 

Sat - 02/23  4:00pm: SOYO LAR/Bible Study 

Sun - 02/24  11:30am: Chicken Sandwich Sale 

 

March 2013 
Sat - 03/02  10:00am: St. Mary’s Men’s Breakfast Club 

Sun - 03/17  11:30am: Cheese Pizza Sale 

Sun - 03/24  11:30am: Falafel Sandwich Sale 
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Attention St. Mary's Fellowship 
 

Come join us on February 3rd for our  

1st Annual Super Bowl Sunday Gathering 
6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Join us for great Food, Fun, and Football 
 Please contact Katie Khouri or  Mousa Haddadin with any questions 

 

 

 
 

The Handmaids of the  Lord will be meeting every last 

Sunday of the month.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
Please mark your calendar for the next meeting on  

Sunday, February 24, 2012 after Liturgy 
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L.A.R. 
Life After the Retreat 

 

Saturday, February 23, 2013  

 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

 
All retreat participants and parents are invited! 

 
HOUSE BLESSINGS 

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lord’s Theophany on January 6th, we bless water which is 

used to sanctify the homes of all the faithful. In bringing the blessed water to our homes, and 

sprinkling it in each room, we rid our house of any evil influence, and rededicate it to God in 

a special way. As we were once renewed by the waters of our own baptism into Christ, so too 

our home, and our entire lives, are re-dedicated and renewed unto Christ our God each year at 

this time. Please contact Fr. Mousa at 708-979-3222 or Fr. Malek at 708-516-6417 if you 

would like your home blessed this year. 
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Weekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly Synaxarion    

 On February 3 in the Holy Orthodox Church we continue to celebrate 

the Presentation (Meeting) of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple. On this 

day, we celebrate the Synaxis (gathering) for the Holy and Righteous Sime-

on the God-receiver and Anna the Prophetess. Simeon had the task of trans-

lating the Bible from the Hebrew language into the Greek language (The 

Septuagint). As he conscientiously translated the book of the Prophet Isaiah, 

he came upon the prophecy: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and will give 

birth to a son” (Isaiah 7:14). Simeon became confused and took a knife to re-

move the word “virgin” and to replace it with the words, “young woman.” At 

that moment, an angel of God appeared to Simeon and restrained him, ex-

plaining that the prophecy is correct. The messenger of God also said that 

Simeon would be convinced of it personally for, according to the Will of 

God, he will not die until he sees the Messiah born of the Virgin. At the 

Presentation (Meeting) of the Lord in the temple, the grateful Simeon quick-

ly recognized both the Virgin and the Child Jesus. The joyful Simeon took 

Christ into his hands and prayed to God his famous words: “Lord, now let-

test thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word; for mine eyes 

have seen Thy salvation.” Simeon died shortly thereafter, and is considered 

the Protector of young children. Anna the Prophetess, the educated and pious 

daughter of Phanuel, lived in the temple as a widow. At age 84, she also rec-

ognized the Messiah and proclaimed Him to the people (Luke 2). On this 

day, we also commemorate the New-martyrs Nicholas, Stamatios and John 

of Spetson; Anschar, enlightener of Denmark and Sweden; Nicholas, equal-

to-the-Apostles, bishop and evangelizer of Japan; and James, archbishop of 

Serbia.  On the Sunday which falls during the After-feast of the Presentation 

(Meeting) of our Lord, we commemorate the Holy and Righteous Mothers of 

the Three Hierarchs: Emmelia (Basil the Great), Nona (Gregory the Theolo-

gian) and Anthousa (John Chrysostom). By their intercessions, O Christ 

God, have mercy upon us.  Amen. 


