St. Mary Orthodox Church

| The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America (el en
Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest ¢
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)

December 9, 2012

Conception of the Theotokos by Righteous Anna
and Tenth Sunday of Luke
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Weekly Schedule of Services
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. -- Great Vespers
Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins -- 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturygy
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study

(Confessions by Appointment)

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL. 60463
Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449

WWW.VIrgInmaryoc.org (virginmary@virginmaryoc.org)

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: fr.mousa@gmail.com
Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrthani@hotmail.com

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm



"ﬁ& His Beatitude IGNATIUS IV iT;—:b
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Patriarch of Antioch and all of the East
1920-2012

- MW Today we will have a memorial service for our Father in Christ,
- W IGNATIUS 1V, Patriarch of Antioch and all the East. May the Lord give
. \rest to the soul of his servant, Sayidna IGNATIUS, and grant peace and
¥ comfort to all Antiochian Orthodox Christians. May his memory be eter-
JF-IT nal with all the saints!

Biography of His Beatitude IGNATIUS IV

His Beatitude, Ignatius IV (Hazim) was the one hundred and seventieth Patriarch after Saint Peter.
He was born in 1921 in the village of Mhardey near Hama in Syria. He is the son of a pious Arab
Orthodox family and from an early age was attracted to service within the Church. While studying
in Beirut, Lebanon, for a literature degree, he entered the service of the local Orthodox diocese,
first by becoming an altar server, then a deacon. In 1945 he went to Paris where he graduated from
the St. Sergius Theological Institute. From his time in France onwards he has been moved not only
by a desire to pass on the deposit of the Faith, but also to take Orthodoxy out of its unhistorical
ghetto by discovering in its Holy Tradition living answers to the problems of modern life. On his
return to the Middle East, he founded the Orthodox Theological Seminary in Balamand, Lebanon
which he then served for many years as Dean. As Dean he sought to provide the Patriarchate with
responsible leaders who had received a good spiritual and intellectual training and who were wit-
nesses to an awakened and deeply personal faith.

He became bishop in 1961 and Metropolitan of Lattaquiey in Syria in 1970. The new Metropolitan
was a reserved and friendly man, who manifested a deep and courageous straightforwardness; he
was simple, direct and down to earth. His style broke with the former tradition of episcopal gran-
deur and he inaugurated an authentic practice of frequent Communion. On 2 July 1979, under the
name of Ignatius 1V, he became the Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch, the third ranking hierarch of the
Orthodox Church after the Patriarchs of Constantinople and Alexandria. After his election as Patri-
arch he said:

“I know that I will be judged if I do not carry the Church and each one of you in my heart. It is not
possible for me to address you as if I were different from you. No difference separates us. I am an
integral part of you; I am in you and I ask you to be in me. For the Lord comes, and the Spirit de-
scends on the brothers gathered, united in communion, as they manifest a diversity of charisms in
the unity of the Spirit.”

MAY HIS MEMORY BE ETERNAL WITH ALL THE SAINTS!
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December Sth, 2012

Beloved Clergy of the Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest,

Christ 15 in our midst.

You have likely already received notification from His Eminence Metropolitan Philip
(through Fr. George Kevorkian) regarding the passing of His Beatitude Patriarch
lgnatius IV. We are all saddened by the great loss suffered by the Patriarchate of
Antioch, including this Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of North America.

As [ mentioned in a previous e-mail, | had the opportunity to meet with His Beatitude
one vear ago as Archbishop Joseph, Bishop John, Bishop Nicholas, about 50 men,
women and youth from this Archdiocese and I traveled to the "Beautiful Mountain”
(Balamand) in Lebanon for the consecration of 3 new Antiochian Bishops and the
elevation to Archbishop. Patriarch Ignatius personally greeted each member of the
delegation in his home, constructed just steps from the Balamand Monastery and the
University of Balamand. He served a beautiful Divine Liturgy on Sunday morning as
he laid his hand upon the head of each of our new hierarchs. His love for the flock of
Christ was evident in every way throughout our visit.

These are just a few of the memories that [ will hold with me. | know that many of
vou know well or have met His Beatitude and have personal memories of your own.
And to remember, in the Orthodox understanding, is to "re"-"member” - to make
present with us again. As we all have experienced his leadership of the Church of
Antioch, with the directing hand of the Holy Spirit, let us all remember our beloved
Patriarch Ignatius IV in our prayers and in the Holy Eucharist.

Please accept my personal condolences to you for your loss, May his memory be
eternal.

1= Biak o Mm‘y
+Bishop ANTHONY

Auxiliary Bishop of Toledo and the Midwest co: Metropolitan Philip
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America Antiochian Hierarchs

*..the Dzciples were first called Christiens i Amhioce!™ wcms 11:4



Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to
you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After
all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the ushers at the end of
the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God bless you and give you
many healthy years in His service.
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Clergy, Parish Council, Committees, and Ministries

Parish Clergy: Committees: Organizations and Ministries:
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor — Altar / Liturgics Sunday School Director

Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis
Subdeacon Ameer Tadros

Parish Council:

Presiding Officer
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad
Chairman

Fadi Abu Manneh
Vice Chairman
Rashid Sweis
Treasurer

Abdullah Tadros
Financial Secretary
Samer Tadros
Secretary

Abeer Khouri
Council Members:
George Barakat
Maher Ibrahim

CJ Kari

Bassam Salman

Faris Samawi

Ramzi Sweis

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani
Expansion & Maintenance
Luai Sweiss

Fundraising & Stewardship
Rashid Sweis & Bassam Salman
Financial

Abdullah Tadros
Communication

Abeer Khouri

Constitution

Ramzi Sweis

Humanitarian

Shireen Salman

Ushering

Fadi Abu Manneh

Web Master

Sana Sweis

Office Administrator
Katia Haddad

Omar Sweiss

Sunday School Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

Ladies Guild President
Kholoud Swais

Ladies Guild Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

Fellowship President

Khalil Haddad

Fellowship Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

SOYO President

Marram Salman

SOYO Adyvisor

Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani
SOYO Spiritual Director

Fr. Malek Rihani

Handmaids of the Lord
Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad
Handmaids Spiritual Director
Fr. Malek Rihani

Choir Director

Michael Rascia

Chanter

Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi

Church Hall Rental - Call the church office or email: katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org
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Changes in the Liturgy

0 2 - 0
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Entrance Hymn
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,

who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Two)

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then
Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead
from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ,

Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.
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Troparion for the Conception of the Theotokos by Righteous Anna (Tone Four)
Today have the bonds of barrenness been loosened; God, having heard the prayers of
Joachim and Anna, promised them openly that they should give birth, beyond hope, to

the Maiden of God, from whom He, the infinite One was to be born, becoming man,
commanding the angel to shout to her: Rejoice, O full of grace, the Lord is with thee.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)
In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy

falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being
the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion for the Conception of the Theotokos by Righteous Anna (Tone Four)
Today the universe celebrates the conception in Anna which is from God; for she hath
given birth to her who gave birth to the Word in an ineffable manner.
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Epistle for Conception of the Theotokos by Righteous Anna
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God is wondrous in His saints!

Bless God in the congregations!

The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (4:22-27).
Brethren, Abraham had two sons, one by a slave and one by a free woman.
But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, the son of the free
woman through promise. Now this is an allegory: these women are two cove-
nants. One 1s from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar.
Now Hagar i1s Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusa-
lem, for she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem above is free,
and she is our mother. For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not
bear; break forth and shout, you who are not in travail; for the children of the
desolate one are many more than the children of her that is married.”
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Gospel for the Tenth Sunday of Luke
Bl (e silall a3 Syl

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (13:10-17).

At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And
there was a woman who had had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was
bent over and could not fully straighten herself. And when Jesus saw her, He called
her and said to her, “Woman, you are freed from your infirmity.” And He laid His
hands upon her, and immediately she was made straight, and she praised God. But
the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, said
to the people, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those
days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day.” Then the Lord answered him,
“You hypocrite! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his ass from
the manger, and lead it away to water it? And ought not this woman, a daughter of
Abraham, whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the
Sabbath day?” As Jesus said this, all His adversaries were put to shame; and all the
people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by Him.
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to
provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-
pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service.
What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,
graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-

ship among our community.

(ﬂ

Hospitality Teams
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy

o il e e T e e o

‘ i e e

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 5.9¢ally (yuladll

12/09: Huda Haddadin & Family abiladly polaa 50 :12/09
12/16: Eid Swais & Family ALilally Jayga e :12/16
12/23: Jason & Katia Haddad & Family ALladly dlas Lol s 112/23

fmst[e Readérs
Today: Fnglish - Grace Riske, Arabic - Norma Tadros
Next Week: fng[isﬁ - Omar Sweiss, Arabic - j—"ares Samawi

“B ble \/erse of the chk”

Then said Jesus unto them again, "Verily, verily I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. I am the
door; by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. The thief
cometh not but to steal and to kill and to destroy. I am come that they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly. John 10:7, 9-10
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Parish News

May his memory be eternal! RN 1) Avga 0,8 oS4l
Labib Jamil Samawi 1]_1_
W T gsbens Jrea
Chrismation oulial) (g el
. . ~ls .u
Nancy Cannon {;i%}% UF= (o
Newborn CSNGRAé TULATIONS! L dgiga
(@) ) 3
Andrew Jalil Salman ol Jals gyl
Parents: Faisal & Sirena Salman Olals Byyas g Jaadd 1ol gl
ions!
Congratulations! 18l g sa

,, | We would like to thank all of those who supported the efforts of
9 IOCC last Sunday (International Orthodox Christian Charities).
4 | Through your generosity, St. Mary’s was able to give a gift of
" 1$5,000 to IOCC!

Bulletin Blurb for Sunday, December 2, 2012
OCCHY QUIZ ...... FOR TEENS

TRUE or FALSE ?
Smoking hookah does not cause oral diseases like cigarettes, cigars or pipes.
FALSE ! -
Irritation from exposure to tobacco juices of any kind, increases the risk "
of developing oral cancers. The irritation by tobacco juice products is |
likely to be greater among hookah smokers than among pipe or cigar
smokers because hookah smoking is typically practiced (with or without
inhalation) more often and for longer periods of time.

- El-Hakim Ibrahim E., Uthman Mirghani AE. Squamous Cell Carcinoma and Keratoacanthoma of the Lower Lips associated
with "Goza" and "Shisha" Smoking. International Journal of Dermatology 1999;38:108-10 [cited 2011 Feb 15].
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December 9, 2012

Choir and Chanter Appreciation Sunday
Print in the Bulletin and Head from the Pulpit

“I will sing unto the Lord as long as | live; | will sing praises to my God while | have my
being.” (Psalm 103:33-34)

Beloved Clergy, Parish Councils and Faithful of our Archdiocese:

We greet you during this holy season of Advent as we prepare to celebrate the coming of
our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in the flesh, praying that you are all in good
health.

During this joyous season, we take the time out of our busy schedules to honor the choirs
and chanters of our parishes. While they are faithful each and every Sunday, feast day,
sacrament and other service throughout the vear, we too often take them for granted.
Today, however, is a day to thank them for their dedication and service to the Church. If
we stop for a moment and think how dull our services would be without our choirs, most
especially during special seasons such as this one, we realize the importance they play in
the life of the parish., Having traveled all over our God-protected Archdiocese, | thank
God that wherever [ go, | am fortunate to hear beautiful voices singing praises 1o our
Lord.

In appreciation, therefore, for the tremendous contribution which our choirs are making
to our parishes, we proclaimed the sccond Sunday in December as “Choir Sunday™ last
vear, This vear, that Sunday falls on December 9, 2012, We thus urge our beloved clergy
and parish councils to honor our choirs and chanters on this day by doing something
special in their honor,

Your Father in Christ,

*M

+Metropolitan PHILIP
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

“_the divciples were first called Christians in Aadoch™ ACTS 11:26



gt, Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Height
Calendar of Events

Every Week (unless otherwise noted)

+ Sun - 8:45am Matins, 10:00am Divine Liturgy/Sunday School
+ Wed -10:00am Morning Prayers, 10:30am Parish Bible Study

3:30pm, Arabic School
5:30pm, Great Vespers

December 2012

Sat - 12/08 10:00am: Breakfast with St. Nicholas!

Tue - 12/11 6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym

Fri - 12/14 7:00pm: Fellowship Christmas Gathering

Sat - 12/22 No Youth League & Arabic School

Mon - 12/24 6:00pm: Christmas Services

Wed - 12/26 SOYO Christmas Retreat

Fri - 12/28 6:00pm: Ladies After Christmas Party

Sat - 12/29 No Youth League & Arabic School

Sun - 12/30 No Sunday School (Christmas Break)

Mon - 12/31 7:00pm: Liturgy for the New Year and
Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord

January 2013

Sat - 01/05 No Youth League & Arabic School

Sun - 01/06 No Sunday School (Christmas Break)

Sat - 01/12 Youth League 1% day of Season '13

February 2013

Sun - 02/03 5:30pm: Fellowship Super Bowl Party

Sat - 02/09 7:00pm: St. Valentine’s Day Hafleh

11
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Jont Fast &0 simas emmder|

The Nativity Fast (Advent) began Thursday, November 15th and will end December
24th (after Chrlstmas Eve Liturgy). We are to fast from meat and dairy. In order for
fasting to be effective, it must be accompanied with prayer and acts of mercy and
love. St. John Chrysostom reminds us: “What good is it to fast from meat and dairy,
if we devour and eat one another.” Please remember to love and forgive in this spe-
cial time in which we prepare for the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.
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Important: Mark your Calendars for Christmas Liturgy
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas Liturgy. It will begin at
6pm, Monday December 24th. How can we truly celebrate Christmas if we skip out
on Christmas Liturgy? The Christmas season is a very busy time, & we have plans to
be with friends & family. But, we must learn to set our priorities straight, so schedule
your gatherings around the Christmas Liturgy. Can you imagine having a birthday
party without the birthday boy?! That’s exactly what we do when we don’t attend
Christmas Liturgy. Let us begin to change the secularization of Christmas & bring

Christ back into the picture by remembering the reason for the season. I am looking
forward to seeing you all at Christmas Liturgy. God bless!
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Taking our faith outside the church walls

St. Philothea Project
4th Annual Humanitarian Drive for the Orphans
Items needed:
SOCKS and UNDERWEAR For Boys and Girls Ages 3 —
14 years old Collection boxes will be available in the Fel-
lowship hall. Please see Kh. Delia with any questions!

Food Drive Sponsored by Sunday School

St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights will be
collecting non-perishable food items to help feed the
hungry! There will be collections set up near the North
Entrance and near the Sunday School wing. Food drive

Ends January 6, 2012

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:16)
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nts’ Retreat Meet

datory meeting for both parents and teens. Please co
learn about our annual Christmas Retreat.




DEL ERS{Z@IZ
10:00am=1:00pm

Please RSVP the number of children (and adults)
by Sunday, December 02, 2012
Email: katiahaddad@pvirginmaryoc.org

G
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SATURDAY, D

St. Mary Orthodox Church

'a'\sa Qof Palos Heights
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EL]L VSHIP HALL @ 6:30PM

'NTA & LENTEN POTLUCK EVE *
b SEFEWOU THERE!

FELL@W/JHIP HALL @ 6;3 ?5@?
SECRET SANTA & LENTEN POTRUCKAWE

SEE YOU THERE!




Friday, December 28, 2012 (@ 6:00pm
St. Mary’s Fellowship Hall

g,  Tickets: $30 Oy

D™

Great Food

For more information contact S
Yasmin Sweis (708) 712-9502 or Georgette Sweis (708) 606-7573 i e "

17
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See One’o Sweis or Suhad Rtham to reglster and make payments




Weeklﬂ 53naxarion

On December 9 in the Holy Orthodox Church we com-
memorate Saint Anna’s Conception of the Most Holy Theoto-
kos. After many years of childlessness and fervent prayer, an
angel of the Lord announced to Joachim and Anna that that
they would be the parents of a daughter, the Virgin Mary, who
would bring blessings to the whole human race. The Concep-
tion took place at Jerusalem. The Orthodox Church does not
accept the teaching that the Mother of God was exempted
from the consequences of ancestral sin (death, corruption, sin,
etc.) at the moment of her conception by virtue of the future
merits of her Son. Only Christ was born perfectly holy and
sinless. The Holy Virgin was like everyone else in her mortali-
ty and in being subject to temptation, although she committed
no personal sins. She was not a deified creature removed from
the rest of humanity. If this were the case, she would not have
been truly human, and the nature that Christ took from her
would not have been truly human either. If Christ does not tru-
ly share our human nature, then the possibility of our salvation
is in doubt. On this day, we also commemorate the holy and
glorious Prophetess Hannah (Anna), Mother of Samuel the
Prophet; and Righteous Father Stephen the Newly Appeared.
By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy
upon us. Amen

19



