St. Mary Orthodox Church

) The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America (hrialle=" e
Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest @
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)

December 2, 2012
Twenty Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
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Weekly Schedule of Services
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. -- Great Vespers
Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins -- 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturygy
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study

(Confessions by Appointment)

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL. 60463
Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449

WWW.VIrgInmaryoc.org (virginmary@virginmaryoc.org)

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: fr.mousa@gmail.com
Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrthani@hotmail.com

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm



Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to
you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After
all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the ushers at the end of
the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God bless you and give you
many healthy years in His service.
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Clergy, Parish Council, Committees, and Ministries

Parish Clergy: Committees: Organizations and Ministries:
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor — Altar / Liturgics Sunday School Director

Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis
Subdeacon Ameer Tadros

Parish Council:

Presiding Officer
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad
Chairman

Fadi Abu Manneh
Vice Chairman
Rashid Sweis
Treasurer

Abdullah Tadros
Financial Secretary
Samer Tadros
Secretary

Abeer Khouri
Council Members:
George Barakat
Maher Ibrahim

CJ Kari

Bassam Salman

Faris Samawi

Ramzi Sweis

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani
Expansion & Maintenance
Luai Sweiss

Fundraising & Stewardship
Rashid Sweis & Bassam Salman
Financial

Abdullah Tadros
Communication

Abeer Khouri

Constitution

Ramzi Sweis

Humanitarian

Shireen Salman

Ushering

Fadi Abu Manneh

Web Master

Sana Sweis

Office Administrator
Katia Haddad

Omar Sweiss

Sunday School Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

Ladies Guild President
Kholoud Swais

Ladies Guild Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

Fellowship President

Khalil Haddad

Fellowship Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

SOYO President

Marram Salman

SOYO Adyvisor

Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani
SOYO Spiritual Director

Fr. Malek Rihani

Handmaids of the Lord
Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad
Handmaids Spiritual Director
Fr. Malek Rihani

Choir Director

Michael Rascia

Chanter

Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi

Church Hall Rental - Call the church office or email: katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org

2



Changes in the Liturgy
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Entrance Hymn
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,
who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone One)
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy
most pure body Thou didst arise on the third day, O Saviour, granting life to the
world. For which cause the Heavenly Powers cried aloud unto Thee, O Giver

of Life, Glory to Thy resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Thy Kingdom! Glory to
Thy providence, O Thou who alone art the Lover of Mankind.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in
thy falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into
life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our
souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Forefeast of the Nativity (Tone Three)
Today the Virgin cometh to the cave where she will give birth in an ineffable
manner to the Word Who is before all the ages. Rejoice, therefore, O universe,

when thou hearest it heralded: Glorify Him, with the angels and the shepherds,
Who chose to be seen as a new-born babe, the God Who is before all the ages.
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Epistle for Twenty Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
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The Saints shall be joyful in glory!

Sing unto the Lord a new song!

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians (5:8-19).
Brethren, walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is
good and right and true), and try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is a
shame even to speak of the things that they do in secret; but when anything is
exposed by the light it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is
light. Therefore it is said, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and
Christ shall give you light.” Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise
men but as wise, making the most of the time, because the days are evil. There-
fore, do not be foolish, but understand the will of the Lord. And do not get
drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, addressing
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melo-
dy to the Lord with all your heart.
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Gospel for the Fourteenth Sunday of St. Luke
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The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to Luke (18:35-43).
At that time, when Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sit-
ting by the roadside begging; and hearing a multitude was going by,
he inquired what this meant. They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is
passing by.” And he cried, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on
me!” And those who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be si-
lent but he called out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy upon

e!” And Jesus stopped, and commanded him to be brought to him;
and when he came near, Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to
do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me receive my sight.” And Jesus
said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well. And
immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, glorifying
God; and all the people, when they saw 1t, gave praise to God.
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to
provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-
pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service.
What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,
graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-

ship among our community.

(ﬂ

Hospitality Teams
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy
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Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 5.9¢allg (yulaall
12/02: Ibtisam Sousan & Family Aladly Hlusw sl 12/02
12/09: Huda Haddadin & Family abiladly olaa 50 :12/09

12/16: Jamal and Kholoud Swais & Family Ailally Jayga 35lag Jlea :12/16

fmst[e Readérs
Today: Fnglish - Elain Riadi, Arabic - Ameer Tadros
Next Week: fngﬁsﬁ GTace Riske, Arabic - Norma Tadros

“B ble \/erse of the chk”

“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be

thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe,”
Hebrews 12:28
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gt, Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Height
Calendar of Events

Every Week (unless otherwise noted)

+ Sun - 8:45am Matins, 10:00am Divine Liturgy/Sunday School
+ Wed -10:00am Morning Prayers, 10:30am Parish Bible Study
3:30pm, Arabic School

5:30pm, Great Vespers
November 2012 January 2013
Fri-11/30 7:00pm: Ladies Guild Meeting Sat - 1/5 No Youth League & Arabic School
Fri- 11/30 6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym Sun-1/6  No Sunday School (Christmas Break)
Sat - 1/12  Youth League 1* day of Season '13
December 2012 i Leagne o
Sun - 12/2 11:30am: SOYO Falafel Sale
Mon - 12/3 6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym Februarv 2013
Wed - 12/5 7:00pm: Liturgy
(Feast of St. Nicholas) Sun - 2/3 5:30pm: Fellowship Super Bowl Party

Sat - 12/8  10:00am: Breakfast with St. Nicholas! | Sat - 2/9 7:00pm: St. Valentine’s Day Hafleh
Sun -12/9  1:00pm:Visit (Children’s Hospital)
Tue - 12/11 6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym

Fri- 12/14 7:00pm: Fellowship Bible Study

Sat - 12/22 No Youth League & Arabic School
Mon - 12/24 6:00pm: Christmas Services

Wed - 12/26 SOYO Christmas Retreat

Fri- 12/28 6:00pm: Ladies After Christmas Party
Sat - 12/29 No Youth League & Arabic School
Sun - 12/30 No Sunday School (Christmas Break)
Mon - 12/31 7:00pm: Liturgy for the New Year and

Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord




Parish News

——— We would like to welcome Nick Kasemeotes of IOCC (International Or-
% | thodox Christian Charities) who is here with us today. He will be discuss-
ing the important humanitarian role that IOCC plays in the world. IOCC
*_lis the main humanitarian arm of the Orthodox churches in America. He
will also discuss the amazing work that IOCC is doing in the Middle East right
now. Join us in welcoming him and listening to his presentation.
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40 Day - Said Anton Sousan
1 Year - Elias Abdo Rabadi
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May their memory be Eternal! )
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Baptism
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Christian SWCiSS CONGRATULATIONS!
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Parents: Faris & Cynthia Sweiss
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Bulletin Blurb for Sunday, December 2, 2012
OCCHY QUIZ....... FOR PARENTS

Q: Have you ever said..... “NOT MY KID” ?

A:  If you have, you're probably right. But, don't be tricked into thinking your child (or
your child's friend) would never do it because somebody's kid IS doing it and use increases
as kids get older. Parents have the power to PREVENT use or keep their child from becom-
ing a VICTIM of someone who uses, by keeping the lines of communication open.

Learn “HOW TO TALK TO YOUR KIDS....& save them from substance use/abuse”

by attending OCCHY’s Parent Breakfast Forum — Saturday, December 8 - 10:30a-12:30p, at
St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church, 2350 Dempster St., Des Plaines, IL.
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The Nativity Fast (Advent) began Thursday, November 15th and will end December
24th (after Chrlstmas Eve Liturgy). We are to fast from meat and dairy. In order for
fasting to be effective, it must be accompanied with prayer and acts of mercy and
love. St. John Chrysostom reminds us: “What good is it to fast from meat and dairy,
if we devour and eat one another.” Please remember to love and forgive in this spe-
cial time in which we prepare for the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.
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Important: Mark your Calendars for Christmas Liturgy
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas Liturgy. It will begin at
6pm, Monday December 24th. How can we truly celebrate Christmas if we skip out
on Christmas Liturgy? The Christmas season is a very busy time, & we have plans to
be with friends & family. But, we must learn to set our priorities straight, so schedule
your gatherings around the Christmas Liturgy. Can you imagine having a birthday
party without the birthday boy?! That’s exactly what we do when we don’t attend
Christmas Liturgy. Let us begin to change the secularization of Christmas & bring

Christ back into the picture by remembering the reason for the season. I am looking
forward to seeing you all at Christmas Liturgy. God bless!
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U feurgy | after the Liturgy”

Taking our faith outside the church walls

Annual Christmas Toy Drive
ITTAIl gifts must be dropped off today!!!

St. Philothea Project
4th Annual Humanitarian Drive for the Orphans
Items needed:
SOCKS and UNDERWEAR For Boys and Girls Ages 3 — 14
years old Collection boxes will be available in the Fellowship
hall. Please see Kh. Delia with any questions!

Food Drive Sponsored by Sunday School

St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights will be collecting
non-perishable food items to help feed the hungry! There will
be collections set up near the North Entrance and near the
Sunday School wing. Food drive Ends January 6, 2012

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for
such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:16)
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FALAFEL SALE

Sunday, December 2, 2012
g HELP SUPPORT YOUR S0Y0
e BY ENJOYING
A FALAFEL SANDWICH

%Fég%n ! ! ! Arr_rEN’T'l ON ! ! ! %Féaagn

1t’s that time a again fthy f

Parents’ Retreat Mee’c mg’

This is a mandator ory mee tngf bthp nts and teens. Pleas come join us to

learn about our lCh stmas Rt at.
December 8, 2102
% Feﬂowshqo HaU @ 7pm %
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10:00am=1:00pm

Please RSVP the number of children (and adults)
by Sunday, December 02, 2012
Email: katiahaddad@pvirginmaryoc.org
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St. Mary Orthodox Church

'a'\sa Qof Palos Heights
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Friday, December 28, 2012 (@ 6:00pm
St. Mary’s Fellowship Hall

g,  Tickets: $30 Oy

D™

Great Food

For more information contact S
Yasmin Sweis (708) 712-9502 or Georgette Sweis (708) 606-7573 i e "
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See Orieb Sweis or Suhail Rihani to register and make payments




Weeklﬂ 53naxarion

On December 2 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commem-
orate the Holy Prophet Habakkuk. Habakkuk was the son of
Asaphat from the tribe of Simeon. He prophesied the coming of
Christ 600 years His Nativity, during the time of King Manasseh,
and foretold the destruction of Jerusalem. When Nebuchadnezzar,
King of Babylon, attacked Jerusalem, Habakkuk sought refuge in
the land of the Ishmaelites. From there he returned to Judea,
where he lived as a farmer. One day he was carrying lunch to the
workers in the fields, when suddenly an angel of the Lord ap-
peared to him and said: Go carry the dinner that thou hast into
Babylon unto Daniel, who is in the lion’s den. But Habakkuk re-
sponded: Lord, I never saw Babylon; neither do I know where the
den is. Then the angel took him by the hair and instantly brought
him to Babylon, to the lion’s den, where Daniel had been cast by
King Cyrus as a punishment for not worshiping the idols. Daniel
took and the dinner which God had sent him (Daniel 14:34-37).
Then the angel of God again took Habakkuk back to his field in
Judea. He died at an old age. His relics were discovered in Pales-
tine during the reign of Theodosius the Great. On this day, we
also commemorate the Martyr Habib the New; Martyr Myrope of
Chios; Venerable John, Heraclemon, Theophilos and Andrew of
Egypt; Martyr Stephen Urosh, the Serbian king; and Venerable
Ioannikios of Devitch. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O
Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
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