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  Leave-taking of the Presentation of the Theotokos 

Feast of the Great-Martyr Katherine & Thirteenth Sunday of Luke  
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. --------    Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins --------    10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy    
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 

Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday ----    Friday 10:00amFriday 10:00amFriday 10:00amFriday 10:00am----3:00pm3:00pm3:00pm3:00pm    
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Clergy, Parish Council , Committees, and Ministries 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to 

you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home.  After 

all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the ushers at the end of 

the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God bless you and give you 

many healthy years in His service.  
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Organizations and Ministries: 

 

Sunday School Director 

Omar Sweiss 

Sunday School Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Ladies Guild President 

Kholoud Swais 

Ladies Guild Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Fellowship President 

Khalil Haddad 

Fellowship Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

SOYO President 

Marram Salman 

SOYO Advisor 

Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani 

SOYO Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Handmaids of the Lord 

Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad 

Handmaids Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Choir Director 

Michael Rascia 

Chanter 

Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi 

Committees: 
 

Altar / Liturgics 

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani 

Expansion & Maintenance 

Luai Sweiss 

Fundraising & Stewardship  

Rashid Sweis & Bassam Salman 

Financial 

Abdullah Tadros 

Communication 

Abeer Khouri 

Constitution 

Ramzi Sweis 

Humanitarian 

Shireen Salman 

Ushering 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Web Master 

Sana Sweis 
 

 

Office Administrator 

Katia Haddad 

Parish Clergy: 
 

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 
 

Parish Council: 
 

Presiding Officer  
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Chairman  
Fadi Abu Manneh 

Vice Chairman 
Rashid Sweis 

Treasurer  
Abdullah Tadros  

Financial Secretary 
Samer Tadros 

Secretary 
Abeer Khouri 

Council Members: 
George Barakat 

Maher Ibrahim 

CJ Kari 

Bassam Salman 

Faris Samawi 

Ramzi Sweis 

Church Hall Rental - Call the church office or email: ka�ahaddad@virginmaryoc.org 
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Changes in the Liturgy 
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First Antiphon 

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, 

save us. 

Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of 

God. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, 

save us. 

God is known in her palaces. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, 

save us. 
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Second Antiphon 

The most High has sanctified His tabernacle… 

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who 

sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Holiness and majesty are in His sanctuary… 

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who 

sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

This is the gate of the Lord, by which the right-

eous shall enter… 

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who 

sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and unto ages of ag-

es. 
O only-begotten son and word of God… 
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Third Antiphon 

Even the rich among the people shall entreat thy 

favor. The King’s daughter is all glorious within: 

clothed in a robe of gold, adorned in varied col-

ors. Virgins shall be brought to the King after 

her: her companions shall be brought unto Thee. 
Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of 

God, and the beginning of the preaching of the salvation 

of mankind. Thou hast appeared in the Temple of God 

openly and hast gone before, preaching Christ to all. Let 

us shout with one thrilling voice, saying, Rejoice, O thou 

who art the fulfillment of the Creator's dispensation. 
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Changes in the Liturgy  
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Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,  

who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Eight) 

From the heights Thou didst descend, O Compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to 

the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion. Thou art our life and our 

resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.  
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Troparion of the Presentation of the Theotokos (Tone Four) 

Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of God, and the beginning of the 

preaching of the salvation of mankind. Thou hast appeared in the Temple of God openly 

and hast gone before, preaching Christ to all. Let us shout with one thrilling voice,  

saying, Rejoice, O thou who art the fulfillment of the Creator's dispensation.  

 3�,�! )���� ,����7 ;	 H��& #$ )�8? �E .�,��	 @�9� 30	���	 "	���	� ;	 3��! �!��! #& #��	 H����	 ����	
.V�
9�	 ����� H
!� 
� #
�$	 ,����
E ��?7 )�:� 
&�
� G�8��$ .=��!�
� U�!(�	 

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy  

falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being  

the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death. 
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Kontakion of the Entrance of the Theotokos (Tone Four) 

The all-pure temple of the Savior, the most precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the  

treasure-house of the glory of God, today enters the Temple of the Lord, bringing with  

her the grace which is in the Divine Spirit, whom also the angels of God do celebrate  

in song; for she is the heavenly tabernacle  
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Epistle for St. Katherine  

God is wondrous in His saints! 
Bless ye God in the congregations! 

The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians (3:23; 4:1-5). 

Brethren, before faith came, we were confined under the law, kept under restraint until 

faith should be revealed. So that the law was our custodian until Christ came, that we 

might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a custodi-

an; for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were 

baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 

slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if 

you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. I mean 

that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no better than a slave, though he is the owner of all 

the estate; but he is under guardians and trustees until the date set by the father. So with 

us; when we were children, we were slaves to the elemental spirits of the universe. But 

when the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (18:18-27). 

At that time, a man came testing Jesus and asking, “Good Teacher, what shall I 

do to inherit eternal life?”  And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good?  

No one is good but God alone.  You know the commandments:  ‘Do not commit 

adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father 

and mother.’”  And the man said, “All these I have observed from my youth.”  

And when Jesus heard it, he said to him, “One thing you still lack.  Sell all that 

you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and 

come, follow me.”  But when the man heard this he became sad, for he was 

very rich.  Jesus, seeing him sad, said, “How hard it is for those who have riches 

to enter the kingdom of God!  For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye 

of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  Those who heard 

it said, “Then who can be saved?”  But Jesus said, “What is impossible with 

men is possible with God.”  
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Gospel for the Thirteenth Sunday of St. Luke  
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Important: Mark your Calendars for Christmas Liturgy 
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas Liturgy. It will begin at 
6pm, Monday December 24th. How can we truly celebrate Christmas if we skip out 
on Christmas Liturgy? The Christmas season is a very busy time, & we have plans to 
be with friends & family. But, we must learn to set our priorities straight, so schedule 
your gatherings around the Christmas Liturgy. Can you imagine having a birthday 
party without the birthday boy?! That’s exactly what we do when we don’t attend 
Christmas Liturgy. Let us begin to change the secularization of Christmas & bring 
Christ back into the picture by remembering the reason for the season. I am looking 
forward to seeing you all at Christmas Liturgy. God bless! 
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The Nativity Fast (Advent) began Thursday, November 15th and will end December 
24th (after Christmas Eve Liturgy). We are to fast from meat and dairy.  In order for 
fasting to be effective, it must be accompanied with prayer and acts of mercy and 
love. St. John Chrysostom reminds us: “What good is it to fast from meat and dairy, 
if we devour and eat one another.” Please remember to love and forgive in this spe-
cial time in which we prepare for the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service. 

What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, 

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-

ship among our community. 

Hospitality Teams 
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy 

Holy Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee Hour    
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11/25 : Hasan and Saeda Sweis & Family 11/25 :���
��	� @��: 3��
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12/02 : Faysal and Suhair & Family 12/02 :���
��	� @��: ��8�� H:�$ 

12/09: Huda Haddadin & Family 12/09 :���
��	� ���	�
 S�& 

Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:    
Today: Today: Today: Today: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Futien Johnson, Futien Johnson, Futien Johnson, Futien Johnson, ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Sami AkkawiSami AkkawiSami AkkawiSami Akkawi    
Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Elain Riadi, Elain Riadi, Elain Riadi, Elain Riadi, ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Ameer TadrosAmeer TadrosAmeer TadrosAmeer Tadros    

“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”    
Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that 

sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the 

LORD, and who meditates on his law day and night. Psalm 1:1-2 
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November 2012 
 

Sat - 11/24 7:00pm: SOYO Bible Study 

Sat - 11/24 No Arabic School 

Mon - 11/26 6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 

Fri - 11/30 7:00pm: Ladies Guild Meeting 

Fri - 11/30 6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 

 

January 2013 
 

Sat - 01/05 No Youth League & Arabic School 

Sun - 01/06 No Sunday School (Christmas Break) 

Sat - 01/12     Youth League 1st day of Season '13  

 

February 2013 
 

Sun - 02/03 5:30pm: Fellowship Super Bowl Party 

Sat - 02/09 7:00pm: St. Valentine’s Day Hafleh 

December 2012 
 

Sat - 12/01 2:00pm: Bible Bowl Study Session 

Sun - 12/02 11:30am: SOYO Falafel Sale 

Mon - 12/03 6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 

Wed - 12/05 7:00pm: Liturgy (Feast of St. Nicholas) 

Sat - 12/08 10:00am: Breakfast with St. Nicholas! 

Sun -12/09 1:00pm:Visit (Children’s Hospital) 

Tue - 12/11 6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 

Fri - 12/14 7:00pm: Fellowship Bible Study 

Sat - 12/15 2:00pm: Bible Bowl Study Session 

Sat - 12/22 No Youth League & Arabic School 

Mon - 12/24 6:00pm: Christmas Services 

Wed - 12/26 SOYO Christmas Retreat 

Fri - 12/28 6:00pm: Ladies After Christmas Party 

Sat - 12/29 No Youth League & Arabic School 

Sun - 12/30 No Sunday School (Christmas Break) 

Mon - 12/31 7:00pm: Liturgy for the New Year and 

Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord 

Every Week (unless otherwise noted) 
 

♦ Sun - 8:45am Matins, 10:00am Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 

♦ Wed -10:00am Morning Prayers, 10:30am Parish Bible Study 

            3:30pm, Arabic School          

            5:30pm, Great Vespers 
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Sunday – October 14, 2012 

OCCHY QUIZ FOR TEENS 
 

����	��	��	
�	?	H����
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False! 

Hookah smokers are at risk for the same kinds of diseases as are caused by 

cigarette smoking, including oral cancer, lung cancer, stomach cancer, can-

cer of the esophagus, reduced lung function, and decreased fertility. 
 

 

Nuwayhid, I, Yamout, B., Ghassan, and Kambria, M. 

Narghile (Hubble-Bubble) Smoking, Low Birth Weight and Other Pregnancy Outcomes  

American Journal of Epidemiology 1998;148:375–83 [accessed 2011 Feb 15] 

Living a Life of Faith Audition Workshop  

Oct. 13 6:15pm - 9pm  
Anyone who is interested to audition must attend. Please bring your audition form if 

you have one. If you are auditioning to dance in the show bring clothes suitable for 

dancing.  

 
 

 
 

Congratulations!  

Newborn 

Charlotte Hofferica 

Parents: Michael & Evelyn Hofferica 
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St. Philothea Project 
4th Annual Humanitarian Drive for the Orphans 

How would you feel if you had no socks??? 
 

Items needed:  

SOCKS and UNDERWEAR For Boys and Girls Ages 3 – 14 years old Collection 

boxes will be available in the Fellowship hall. Please see Kh. Delia with any questions! 

Sunday, November 25 

OCCHY Quiz 
 

Q: What’s the big deal about ENERGY DRINKS?  They help me stay awake when I 

study. 

A:  READ THE LABEL!  Were you out w/friends before you began to study?  Did you 

sneak a drink? A stimulant like Red Bull for instance, mixed with alcohol, 

like vodka (a depressant), is a lethal mix and freaks out your heart.   

 

Last week, a 16 yr. old Serbian girl named Sara Milosevic died after drinking 

the lethal mix of a stimulant and depressant. May her memory be eternal!  
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$5/Plate$5/Plate$5/Plate$5/Plate    
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UÜxt~ytáà ã|à{UÜxt~ytáà ã|à{UÜxt~ytáà ã|à{UÜxt~ytáà ã|à{ 

    

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2012SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2012SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2012SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2012    

10:00am–1:00pm    
    

Please RSVP the number of  children (and adults)  
by Sunday, December 02, 2012 

Email:  katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org  
  

  
  

 

St. Mary Orthodox Church  
of  Palos Heights 

ComplimentaryComplimentaryComplimentaryComplimentary    
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Friday, December 28, 2012 @ 6:00pm  
 

St. Mary’s Fellowship Hall 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For more infor
ation contact For more infor
ation contact For more infor
ation contact For more infor
ation contact     
Yasmin Sweis (708) 712Yasmin Sweis (708) 712Yasmin Sweis (708) 712Yasmin Sweis (708) 712----9502 or George�e Sweis (708) 6069502 or George�e Sweis (708) 6069502 or George�e Sweis (708) 6069502 or George�e Sweis (708) 606----7573757375737573    

Tickets: $30Tickets: $30Tickets: $30Tickets: $30    
Dancing
Dancing
Dancing
Dancing    DJDJDJDJ    

Great FoodGreat FoodGreat FoodGreat Food    
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        Taking our faith outside the church walls Taking our faith outside the church walls Taking our faith outside the church walls Taking our faith outside the church walls  

Annual Christmas Toy Drive 
 

It is that time of the year again to begin preparing for our Annual Christmas Drive. The 

wish lists for 50 children given to us by the Illinois Department of Children and Family 

Services have all been distributed. Thank you to all who took one! For most of these 

children, these will be the only Christmas gifts they receive. 
 

!!!All gifts must be dropped off by Sunday 11/25/2012!!! 
  

 

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 

God.” (Hebrews 13:16) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights will be collecting 

non-perishable food items to help feed the hungry! 

 

There will be collections  set up near the North Entrance and 
near the Sunday School wing. 

 

Food drive Ends January 6, 2012 

“Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda-

tion of the world: for I was hungry and you gave me food…”  -Matthew 25: 34-35 
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If you are interested in nominating yourself or 
another person for St. Mary’s Parish Council, 
please let Fr. Mousa, Fadi Abu Manneh, or       
Rashid Sweis know by Sunday, December 23rd.  
Nominations will not be considered after that 
date.  
 
Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will 
take place Sunday, January 13th immediately  
following the Divine Liturgy. Mark your          
calendars and make every effort to attend. 
 
Please make sure your 2012 pledge is paid in full 
by Sunday, December 30th, so that you can     
participate in the General Assembly. 
 

Thanks and God bless! 
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Weekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly Synaxarion    

 On November 25 in the Holy Orthodox Church we give up the 

Feast of the Entrance of the Most-holy Theotokos into the Temple, 

and we commemorate the holy and glorious Great-Martyr Kathe-

rine the All-wise of Alexandria.  Her mother was secretly a Chris-

tian who, through her spiritual father, brought Katherine to the 

Christian Faith. In a vision, Katherine received a ring from the 

Lord Jesus Himself as a sign of her betrothal to Him. Katherine 

was greatly gifted by God, well educated and very beautiful. When 

the iniquitous Emperor Maxentius offered sacrifices to the idols 

and ordered others to do the same, Katherine boldly confronted the 

emperor and denounced his idolatrous errors. The emperor, seeing 

that she was greater than he in wisdom and knowledge, summoned 

fifty of his wisest men to debate with her on matters of faith and to 

put her to shame. Katherine outwitted them. In a rage, the emperor 

ordered all fifty men be burned. By Katherine’s prayers, all fifty 

confessed the Name of Christ and declared themselves Christians 

before their executions. During the torture of Katherine, an angel 

of God came to her and destroyed the wheel on which the holy vir-

gin was being tortured. Afterward, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself 

appeared to her and comforted her. After many tortures, Katherine 

was beheaded at the age of eighteen, on November 25, 310. Her 

miracle-working relics repose on Mount Sinai in Egypt.On this 

day, we also commemorate the Great-Martyrs Mercurios of Caesa-

rea in Cappadocia; and Mercurios of Smolensk. By the interces-

sions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 


