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6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449   

www.virginmaryoc.org (virginmary@virginmaryoc.org) 
 
 

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: fr.mousa@gmail.com 

Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrihani@hotmail.com 

    

St. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox Church    
The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest 
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. --------    Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins --------    10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy    
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 

Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday ----    Friday 10:00amFriday 10:00amFriday 10:00amFriday 10:00am----3:00pm3:00pm3:00pm3:00pm    
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Clergy, Parish Council , Committees, and Ministries 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to 

you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home.  After 

all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the ushers at the end of 

the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God bless you and give you 

many healthy years in His service.  
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Organizations and Ministries: 

 

Sunday School Director 

Omar Sweiss 

Sunday School Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Ladies Guild President 

Kholoud Swais 

Ladies Guild Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Fellowship President 

Khalil Haddad 

Fellowship Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

SOYO President 

Marram Salman 

SOYO Advisor 

Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani 

SOYO Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Handmaids of the Lord 

Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad 

Handmaids Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Choir Director 

Michael Rascia 

Chanter 

Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi 

Committees: 
 

Altar / Liturgics 

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani 

Expansion & Maintenance 

Luai Sweiss 

Fundraising & Stewardship  

Rashid Sweis & Bassam Salman 

Financial 

Abdullah Tadros 

Communication 

Abeer Khouri 

Constitution 

Ramzi Sweis 

Humanitarian 

Shireen Salman 

Ushering 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Web Master 

Sana Sweis 
 

 

Office Administrator 

Katia Haddad 

Parish Clergy: 
 

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 
 

Parish Council: 
 

Presiding Officer  
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Chairman  
Fadi Abu Manneh 

Vice Chairman 
Rashid Sweis 

Treasurer  
Abdullah Tadros  

Financial Secretary 
Samer Tadros 

Secretary 
Abeer Khouri 

Council Members: 
George Barakat 

Maher Ibrahim 

CJ Kari 

Bassam Salman 

Faris Samawi 

Ramzi Sweis 

Church Hall Rental - Call the church office or email: ka�ahaddad@virginmaryoc.org 
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Changes in the Liturgy  
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Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,  

who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Seven) 

Thou didst shatter death by Thy cross; Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst 
turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy, and didst bid Thine apostles 

proclaim a warning that Thou hast risen, O Christ, granting to the world the great mercy.  
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Troparion of St. Plato the Martyr (Tone Four) 

Thy Martyr, O Lord, by his struggle hath received from thee, our God, the imperishable 

crown; because, acquiring thy strength, he demolished usurpers and crushed the 
powerless might of Satan. Therefore, through his intercessions, O Christ God, save our 

souls.  
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling 
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Moth-

er of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death. 
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Kontakion of the Entrance of the Theotokos (Tone Four) 

The all-pure temple of the Savior, the most precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the treas-

ure-house of the glory of God, today enters the Temple of the Lord, bringing with her the 

grace which is in the Divine Spirit, whom also the angels of God do celebrate in song; for 
she is the heavenly tabernacle  
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  Epistle for the Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
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The Lord will give strength to his people! 

Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, bring to the Lord honor and glory! 

The Reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians (2:14-22). 

Brethren, Christ is our peace, who has made us both one, and has broken down 

the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law of command-

ments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of 

the two, so making peace and might reconcile us both to God in one body 

through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end.  And he came and 

preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for 
through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  So then you are no 

longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 

members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole struc-

ture is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you 
also are built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.  

 BJB��,� %34�? # ��� L6��	! 
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The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke  

(12:16-21). 

The Lord spoke this parable: “The land of a rich man brought forth 

plentifully; and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops?’  And he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull 

down my barns, and build larger ones; and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have am-

ple goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be mer-
ry.’  But God said to him, ‘Fool!  This night your soul is required of 

you; and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’  So is 
he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”  As 

He said this, Jesus called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him 

hear.”  
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Gospel for the Ninth Sunday of St. Luke  

 ا�نجيل الشريف ل�حد التاسع من لوقا
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Important: Mark your Calendars for Christmas Liturgy 
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas Liturgy. It will begin at 
6pm, Monday December 24th. How can we truly celebrate Christmas if we skip out 
on Christmas Liturgy? The Christmas season is a very busy time, & we have plans to 
be with friends & family. But, we must learn to set our priorities straight, so schedule 
your gatherings around the Christmas Liturgy. Can you imagine having a birthday 
party without the birthday boy?! That’s exactly what we do when we don’t attend 
Christmas Liturgy. Let us begin to change the secularization of Christmas & bring 
Christ back into the picture by remembering the reason for the season. I am looking 
forward to seeing you all at Christmas Liturgy. God bless! 
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The Nativity Fast (Advent) began Thursday, November 15th and will end December 
24th (after Christmas Eve Liturgy). We are to fast from meat and dairy.  In order for 
fasting to be effective, it must be accompanied with prayer and acts of mercy and 
love. St. John Chrysostom reminds us: “What good is it to fast from meat and dairy, 
if we devour and eat one another.” Please remember to love and forgive in this spe-
cial time in which we prepare for the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service. 

What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, 

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-

ship among our community. 

Hospitality Teams 
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy 

Holy Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee Hour    ��.���� ��	��� 

11/18:  Luai and Suha Sweiss & Family 11/18 :���
��	� H��: .8�� *f� 

11/25 : Hasan and Saeda Sweis & Family 11/25 :���
��	� H��: 3��
�� ��
 

12/02 : Faysal and Suhair & Family 12/02 :���
��	� H��: ��8�� =:�$ 

Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:    
Today: Today: Today: Today: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Lana Sweis, Lana Sweis, Lana Sweis, Lana Sweis, ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Lily Sweiss Lily Sweiss Lily Sweiss Lily Sweiss     

Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Futien Johnson, Futien Johnson, Futien Johnson, Futien Johnson, ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Sami AkkawiSami AkkawiSami AkkawiSami Akkawi    

“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”    
“O give thanks unto the LORD, for He is good, for His mercy endureth forev-

er. O give thanks unto the God of heaven, for His mercy endureth forever!”  

Psalm 136:1,26 

 ! B����	 .��2 �J���! C
�� 4�� > B"
!4��	 �J��2 	� �
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����
 136:1,26المزامير 
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Every Week (unless otherwise noted) 

Sun - 8:45am Matins, 10:00am Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 

Wed -10:00am Morning Prayers, 10:30am Parish Bible Study 

Sat -1:30pm, Youth Sports League (Ages 5-12) 

        3:30pm, Arabic School          

        5:30pm, Great Vespers 

St.	Mary	Orthodox	Church	of	Palos	Heights	

	Calendar	of	Events	

November 2012 
Thu - 11/15 Nativity Fast Begins 

Fri - 11/16 6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 

Sun - 11/18 11:30am: SOYO Falafel Sale 

Tue - 11/20 6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 

Wed - 11/21 10:00am: Liturgy:  

Presentation of the Theotokos into the Temple 

Sat - 11/24 7:00pm: SOYO Bible Study 

Sat - 11/24 No Youth League & Arabic School 

Mon - 11/26 6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 

Fri - 11/30 7:00pm: Ladies Guild Meeting 

Fri - 11/30 6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 

December 2012 
Sat - 12/01 2:00pm: Bible Bowl Study Session 

Mon - 12/03 6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 

Wed - 12/05 7:00pm: Liturgy (Feast of St. Nicholas) 

Sat - 12/08 10:00am: Breakfast with St. Nicholas! 

Sun -12/09 1:00pm:Visit (Children’s Hospital) 

Tue - 12/11 6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 

Fri - 12/14 7:00pm: Fellowship Bible Study 

Sat - 12/15 2:00pm: Bible Bowl Study Session 

Sat - 12/22 No Youth League & Arabic School 

Mon - 12/24 6:00pm: Christmas Services 

Wed - 12/26 SOYO Christmas Retreat 

Fri - 12/28 6:00pm: Ladies After Christmas Party 

Sat - 12/29 No Youth League & Arabic School 

Sun - 12/30 No Sunday School (Christmas Break) 

Mon - 12/31 7:00pm: Liturgy for the New Year and 

  Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord 

January 2013 
Sat - 01/05 No Youth League & Arabic School 

Sun - 01/06 No Sunday School (Christmas Break) 

Fri - 01/11 Fellowship NADI Game Night  

Sat - 01/12     Youth League 1st day of Season '13  

February 2013 
Sun - 02/03 5:30pm: Fellowship Super Bowl Party 

Sat - 02/09 7:00pm: St. Valentine’s Day Hafleh 
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Sunday – October 14, 2012 

OCCHY QUIZ FOR TEENS 
 

����	��	��	
�	?	H����
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False! 

Hookah smokers are at risk for the same kinds of diseases as are caused by 

cigarette smoking, including oral cancer, lung cancer, stomach cancer, can-

cer of the esophagus, reduced lung function, and decreased fertility. 
 

 

Nuwayhid, I, Yamout, B., Ghassan, and Kambria, M. 

Narghile (Hubble-Bubble) Smoking, Low Birth Weight and Other Pregnancy Outcomes  

American Journal of Epidemiology 1998;148:375–83 [accessed 2011 Feb 15] 

Living a Life of Faith Audition Workshop  

Oct. 13 6:15pm - 9pm  
Anyone who is interested to audition must attend. Please bring your audition form if 

you have one. If you are auditioning to dance in the show bring clothes suitable for 

dancing.  

 
 

 
 

Congratulations!  

Removal of Crowns  

 Omar & Yara Rudaini 

Churching 

London Heart Tadros 

Parents: Samer & Amanda Tadros 
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St. Philothea Project 
4th Annual Humanitarian Drive for the Orphans 

How would you feel if you had no socks??? 
 

Items needed:  

SOCKS and UNDERWEAR For Boys and Girls Ages 3 – 14 years old Collection 

boxes will be available in the Fellowship hall. Please see Kh. Delia with any questions! 

Sunday – November 18, 2012 

OCCHY QUIZ FOR TEENS 
 

Q:In 2001, how many students were victims of alcohol-

related rape or sexual assults?  

R:   1)  5,000    2)  23,000    2) 97,000 

    
  A:   97,000 

www.imdrugfree.com  
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THANKSGIVING EVE 
PAN-ORTHODOX 
DIVINE LITURGY 

in collaboration with 
THE ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CLERGY ASSOCIATION OF GREATER CHICAGO 

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

At 6:00pm in the evening 
On the Eve of Thanksgiving 

Wednesday, November 21, 2012 
  
  
  

Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church 
2501 S. Wolf Road 
Westchester, Illinois 
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UÜxt~ytáà ã|à{UÜxt~ytáà ã|à{UÜxt~ytáà ã|à{UÜxt~ytáà ã|à{ 

    

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2012SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2012SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2012SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2012    

10:00am–1:00pm    
    

Please RSVP Number of  Adults & Children  
by Sunday, December 02, 2012 

Email:  katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org  
  

  
  

 

St. Mary Orthodox Church  

  

ComplimentaryComplimentaryComplimentaryComplimentary    



 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Friday, December 28, 2012 @ 6:00pm  
 

St. Mary’s Fellowship Hall 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For more infor
ation contact     
Yasmin Sweis Yasmin Sweis Yasmin Sweis Yasmin Sweis (708) 712-9502 or George�e Sweis George�e Sweis George�e Sweis George�e Sweis (708) 606-7573 

Tickets: $30Tickets: $30Tickets: $30Tickets: $30    
Dancing
Dancing
Dancing
Dancing    DJDJDJDJ    

Great FoodGreat FoodGreat FoodGreat Food    
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Annual Christmas Toy Drive 
 

 

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:16) 

 
 

It is that time of the year again to begin preparing for our 
Annual Christmas Drive. The wish lists for 50 children giv-
en to us by the Illinois Department of Children and Family 
Services have all been distributed. Thank you to all who 
took one! For most of these children, these will be the only 

Christmas gifts they receive. 

 
 

All gifts must be dropped off  
at the church office  

during regular business hours” 
 

Monday - Friday 10am - 3pm 
 

By Sunday, November 24th 

  

            Taking our faith outside the church walls Taking our faith outside the church walls Taking our faith outside the church walls Taking our faith outside the church walls     
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St. Mary Orthodox 
Church  

of Palos Heights  

will be collecting  

non-perishable food 
items to help  

feed the hungry! 

“Come, you blessed of My 

Father, inherit the  

kingdom prepared for you 

from the foundation of the 

world: for I was hungry 

and you gave me food…”  

-Matthew 25: 34-35 

St Mary Orthodox Church 

6330 W. 127th St 

Palos Heights, IL 60463 

There will be 
collections  set up 
near the North 
Entrance and near 
the Sunday School 

wing. 

Sunday Scho
ol is 

sponsoring a
 ... 

Food 
Drive 
Until January 6th 2013 
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If you are interested in nominating yourself or 
another person for St. Mary’s Parish Council, 
please let Fr. Mousa, Fadi Abu Manneh, or       
Rashid Sweis know by Sunday, December 23rd.  
Nominations will not be considered after that 
date.  
 
Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will 
take place Sunday, January 13th immediately  
following the Divine Liturgy. Mark your          
calendars and make every effort to attend. 
 
Please make sure your 2012 pledge is paid in full 
by Sunday, December 30th, so that you can     
participate in the General Assembly. 
 

Thanks and God bless! 
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Weekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly Synaxarion    

 On November 18 in the Holy Orthodox Church we 

commemorate the holy Great-Martyr Plato of Ancyra in 

Galatia. Plato is the brother of the holy Martyr Antiochus 

the Physician (July 16). While still a youth, he left home 

and went through the cities, preaching the Word of God to 

pagans, amazing his audience with the persuasiveness and 

beauty of his speech, and his profound knowledge of Greek 

learning. For this, Plato was arrested and brought for trial 

to the temple of Zeus before the governor Agrippinus. At 

first, the judge attempted to persuade the saint to turn away 

from Christ by flattery. He assured the youth that he might 

be on a par of intellect with the greatest of the philosophers 

Plato, if only he worshipped also the pagan gods. To this, 

Saint Plato answered that the wisdom of the philosopher, 

although great, was but ephemeral and limited; whereas the 
true, eternal and unbounded wisdom comprised the Gospel 

teachings. Agrippinus ordered the holy Martyr Plato to be 

beheaded, and he entered the Heavenly Kingdom in 266. 

On this day, we also commemorate the Martyr Romanos of 

Antioch; Martyrs Zacchaeus the deacon and Alphaeos the 
reader of Caesarea in Palestine. By the intercessions of Thy 

Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 


