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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
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6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449   

www.virginmaryoc.org (virginmary@virginmaryoc.org) 
 
 

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: fr.mousa@gmail.com 

Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrihani@hotmail.com 

    

St. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox Church    
The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest 
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. --------    Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins --------    10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy    
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 

Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday ----    Friday 10:00amFriday 10:00amFriday 10:00amFriday 10:00am----3:00pm3:00pm3:00pm3:00pm    
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Clergy, Parish Council , Committees, and Ministries 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to 

you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home.  After 

all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the ushers at the end of 

the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God bless you and give you 

many healthy years in His service.  
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Organizations and Ministries: 

 

Sunday School Director 

Omar Sweiss 

Sunday School Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Ladies Guild President 

Kholoud Swais 

Ladies Guild Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Fellowship President 

Khalil Haddad 

Fellowship Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

SOYO President 

Marram Salman 

SOYO Advisor 

Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani 

SOYO Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Handmaids of the Lord 

Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad 

Handmaids Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Choir Director 

Michael Rascia 

Chanter 

Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi 

Committees: 
 

Altar / Liturgics 

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani 

Expansion & Maintenance 

Luai Sweiss 

Fundraising & Stewardship  

Rashid Sweis & Bassam Salman 

Financial 

Abdullah Tadros 

Communication 

Abeer Khouri 

Constitution 

Ramzi Sweis 

Humanitarian 

Shireen Salman 

Ushering 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Web Master 

Sana Sweis 
 

 

Office Administrator 

Katia Haddad 

Parish Clergy: 
 

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 
 

Parish Council: 
 

Presiding Officer  
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Chairman  
Fadi Abu Manneh 

Vice Chairman 
Rashid Sweis 

Treasurer  
Abdullah Tadros  

Financial Secretary 
Samer Tadros 

Secretary 
Abeer Khouri 

Council Members: 
George Barakat 

Maher Ibrahim 

CJ Kari 

Bassam Salman 

Faris Samawi 

Ramzi Sweis 

 

Church Hall Rental - Call the church office or email: ka�ahaddad@virginmaryoc.org 
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Changes in the Liturgy  
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Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,  

who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone One) 

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou 

didst arise on the third day, O Saviour, granting life to the world; for which cause the Heavenly 

Powers cried aloud unto Thee, O Giver of Life, Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ!  Glory to Thy 

Kingdom! Glory to Thy Providence! O Thou who alone art the Lover of Mankind.  
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Troparion for the Holy Martyrs Sergius and Bacchus (Tone Four) 

Thy Martyrs, O Lord, by their struggle have received from thee, our God, the imperishable crown; 

because, acquiring thy strength, they demolished usurpers and crushed the powerless might of 

Satan. Therefore, through their intercessions, O Christ God, save our souls.  
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling asleep  

thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of Life. 

Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death. 
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Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Four)  

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, 

O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to 

come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to  

make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.  
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Epistle for the Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

3�:���	 ��� �,7 �!
��	 �
S� ��
���	 
Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us! 

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! 

The Reading is from Saint Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 

(9:6-11). 

Brethren, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who 

sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each one must do as he has 

made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver.  And God is able to provide you with every blessing in 

abundance, so that you may always have enough of everything and may 

provide in abundance for every good work.  As it is written, “He scatters 

abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”  He who 

supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply 

your resources and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be 

enriched in every way for great generosity, which through us will produce 

thanksgiving to God.  
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The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to Luke (7:11-16).  
At that time, Jesus went to a city called Nain, and many of his 

disciples and a great crowd went with him.  As he drew near to 

the gate of the city, behold, a man who had died was being car-

ried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow; and a 

large crowd from the city was with her.  And when the Lord saw 

her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.”  

And he came and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still.  

And Jesus said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.”  And the dead 

man sat up, and began to speak.  And Jesus gave him to his moth-

er.  Fear seized them all; and they glorified God, saying, “A great 

prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his people.”  
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Gospel for the Third Sunday of St. Luke  
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service. 

What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, 

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-

ship among our community. 

Hospitality Teams 
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy 

Holy Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee Hour    ��2�
�� ����
� 
10/07 : Jamal and Kholoud Swais & Family 10/07 :���
��	� C��: ���9� =
!( 

10/14: Refqa Sweis & Family 10/14 :���
��	� C��: 
�$� 

10/21: Romel and Nabeela Sweis & Family 10/21 :���
��	� C��: ������ =!�� 

Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:    
Today: Today: Today: Today: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Sandra Khouri , Sandra Khouri , Sandra Khouri , Sandra Khouri , ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Nadine AkkawiNadine AkkawiNadine AkkawiNadine Akkawi    
Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Rana Nino , Rana Nino , Rana Nino , Rana Nino , ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––        Norma TadrosNorma TadrosNorma TadrosNorma Tadros    

“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”    
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except through me.”  John 14:6  
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Every Week (unless otherwise noted) 
 Sun - 8:45am Matins, 10:00am Divine Liturgy 
 Wed -10:00am Morning Prayers, 10:30am Parish Bible Study 
 Sat -1:30pm, Youth Sports League  
           3:30pm, Arabic School          
     5:30pm, Great Vespers 
 
 

   October 2012 

 Fri - 10/05-07   Midwest Diocese Fall Gathering  

 Fri - 10/05/12   6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 

 Sun -10/07/12   11:30am: St. Mary  

              Annual Fall Harvest Festival  

 Mon - 10/08/12  6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 

 Fri - 10/12/12   6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 

 Sat - 10/13/12   9:00am: Ladies Guild Monastery Trip 

 Sun -10/14/12   11:30am: Ladies Guild Shawerma Sale 

 Tue - 10/16/12  6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 
 Fri - 10/19/12   7:00pm: Fellowship Bible Study 
 Sat - 10/20/12   2:00pm: Bible Bowl Study Session 
 Sat - 10/20/12   6:30pm: SOYO Bible Study  
 Sun - 10/21/12  11:30am: St. Mary Annual Family     
         Health Fair 
 Mon -10/22/12  7:00pm: Liturgy for the Feast of  
             James the Brother of the Lord  
 Tue - 10/23/12  6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 
 Thu -10/25/12   7:00pm: Ladies Guild Meeting  
 Fri - 10/26/12   6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 
 Sat - 10/27/12   6:30pm: SOYO Fall Ball  
 Mon - 10/29/12  6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 
November 2012 
 Fri - 11/02/12   6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 

 Sat - 11/03/12   10:00am: Liturgy for St. Raphael of Brooklyn  
 Sat - 11/03/12   2:00pm: Bible Bowl Study Session 
 Sun - 11/04/12  Daylight Saving Time Ends 
 Tue - 11/06/12  6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 
 Fri - 11/09/12   6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 
 Sat - 11/10/12   6:30pm: St. Mary Annual Thanksgiving Hafleh 

St.	Mary	Orthodox	Church	of	Palos	Heights	

	Calendar	of	Events	
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 Sun -11/11/12   10:00am: Blood Drive 
 Sun- 11/11/12   6:30pm: Fellowship NADI Bears Game  
 Mon - 11/12/12  6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 
 Thu - 11/15/12  Nativity Fast Begins 
 Fri - 11/16/12   6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 
 Tue - 11/20/12  6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 
 Wed - 11/21/12  10:00am: Liturgy for the Presentation of the  
                     Theotokos into the Temple  
 Thu - 11/22/12  10:00am: St. Mary Annual Turkey Bowl 
 Sat - 11/24/12   2:00pm: Bible Bowl Study Session 
 Sat - 11/24/12   No Youth League & No Arabic School 
 Mon - 11/26/12  6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 
 Fri - 11/30/12   7:00pm: Ladies Guild Meeting 
 Fri - 11/30/12   6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 
December 2012 
 Sat - 12/01/12   2:00pm: Bible Bowl Study Session 
 Mon - 12/03/12  6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 
 Wed - 12/05/12  7:00pm: Liturgy for the Feast of St. Nicholas  
 Fri - 12/07/12   7:00pm: SOYO Bible Study 
 Sun -12/09/12   1:00pm: Visit to Hope Children’s Hospital  
 Tue - 12/11/12  6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym 
 Fri - 12/14/12   7:00pm: Fellowship Bible Study 
 Sat - 12/15/12   2:00pm: Bible Bowl Study Session 
 Sat - 12/22/12   No Youth League & No Arabic School 
 Mon - 12/24/12  6:00pm: Christmas Services 
 Wed - 12/26-28  SOYO Christmas Retreat 
 Fri - 12/28/12   6:00pm: Ladies After Christmas Party 
 Sat - 12/29/12   No Youth League & No Arabic School 
 Sun - 12/30/12  No Sunday School (Christmas Break) 
 Mon - 12/31/12  7:00pm: Liturgy for the New Year and 
      Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord 
January 2013 
 Sat - 01/05/13   No Youth League & No Arabic School 
 Sun - 01/06/13  No Sunday School (Christmas Break) 
 Fri - 01/11/13   7:00pm: Fellowship NADI Game Night  
February 2013 
 Sun - 02/03/13  5:30pm: Fellowship Super Bowl Party 
 Sat - 02/09/13   7:00pm: Annual St. Valentine’s Day Hafleh 

 
 

!!! Mark Your Calendars !!! 
 



 

9 

  

Congratulations! 
 

Removal of Crown 
 

Majed and Hala Haddad 
 

Engagement 

Khaldoun Emad Haddad  

& 

Sherien Jamal Alfarah 
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May his memory be eternal! 
 

Nizar Odeh Alnaser 
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October 7, 2012 

OCCHY QUIZ  

    

DOES SMOKING MARIJUANA AFFECT  

MORE THAN JUST YOUR BRAIN ? 

 

YES.  In addition to the possible effects on your brain, smoking marijuana may also 

be hazardous to your develop-ing lungs. Marijuana smoke contains 50% to 70% more 
carcinogenic hydrocarbons than tobacco smoke. 
 

-National Institute on Drug Abuse  

    Marijuana: An Update   
http://www.drugabuse.gov/tib/marijuana.html 

Living a Life of Faith Audition Workshop  

Oct. 13 6:15pm - 9pm  
Anyone who is interested to audition must attend. Please bring your audition 

form if you have one. If you are auditioning to dance in the show bring 

clothes suitable for dancing.  
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The Fellowship cordially invites you to their annual... 

Today, Sunday, October  7th 2012Today, Sunday, October  7th 2012Today, Sunday, October  7th 2012Today, Sunday, October  7th 2012    
After Divine LiturgyAfter Divine LiturgyAfter Divine LiturgyAfter Divine Liturgy    

in the backyard of the church.in the backyard of the church.in the backyard of the church.in the backyard of the church.    

        

Join the fun! Join the fun! Join the fun! Join the fun!     
Bags Tournament,Bags Tournament,Bags Tournament,Bags Tournament,    Chili Contest,Chili Contest,Chili Contest,Chili Contest,    
Pumpkin Painting,Pumpkin Painting,Pumpkin Painting,Pumpkin Painting,    Face Painting,Face Painting,Face Painting,Face Painting,    

Food, Music, Games, Prizes, Cash Raffles, Food, Music, Games, Prizes, Cash Raffles, Food, Music, Games, Prizes, Cash Raffles, Food, Music, Games, Prizes, Cash Raffles, 
Petting Zoo , & more!Petting Zoo , & more!Petting Zoo , & more!Petting Zoo , & more!    

        

If anyone has any questions or is interested in donating If anyone has any questions or is interested in donating If anyone has any questions or is interested in donating If anyone has any questions or is interested in donating 
to this event please contact to this event please contact to this event please contact to this event please contact     

Jennifer Sweis or Fabiola Sweis.Jennifer Sweis or Fabiola Sweis.Jennifer Sweis or Fabiola Sweis.Jennifer Sweis or Fabiola Sweis.    
        

St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church 
6330 W. 127th St. Palos Heights, IL 60463 
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Saturday, November 10th, 2012 
 

SS. Constantine & Helen Church 
11025 S. Roberts Road 

Palos Hills, IL 60466 
 

Doors Open at 6:30p.m. 
Live Entertainment (singer TBA) 

 

Tickets 
Adults: $30 
Children: $15 

St. Mary’s  
 Annual Thanksgiving Dinner  

(Hosted by Our Ladies Guild) 

“It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord.” 

Please contact  

Rita Sweis 773-510-4303 or  

Shireen Salman 708-717-9640  for Tickets. 
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Arabic	School	is	Back!		
	

Dear families and friends, we are glad to announce that Arabic school is 
back. Arabic School takes place Saturdays from 3:30pm to 5:30pm 
(followed by Great Vespers from 5:30pm-6:15pm).	
	

The	fees	for	2012	will	be	as	follows:	

	

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pledged Members  
1st child - $200    
2nd child - $150                                  
3rd child - $100  
4th child - free                                                                                                     

Non-Pledged Members 
   1st child - 250 
   2nd child - 200 
   3rd child - 150 
   4th child - 100 
   5th free 

Adults Class available as well! taught by Professor Maha Sweis-Dababneh, PhD. 

    

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL YET?HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL YET?HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL YET?HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL YET?    
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAS STARTED!!! 
 

Please see Omar Sweiss or any Sunday School Staff  
in the Fellowship Hall to register your children today! 

 
WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 

• Provide your children with an outstanding 
Orthodox Christian education. 

• Let your children become more well rounded with 
their Faith , community, and culture. 

• Set your kids on the right path to success! 

St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights 

“Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid 

them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven” “ - Matthew  19:14 
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St. Philothea Project 

 

How would you feel  
if you had no socks???  

Items needed:  
SOCKS and UNDERWEAR 

For Boys and Girls 
Ages 3 – 14 years old  

Collection boxes will be available in the Fellow-ship hall 
 

Please see Kh. Delia with any questions 

Taking our faith outside the church wallsTaking our faith outside the church wallsTaking our faith outside the church wallsTaking our faith outside the church walls 
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Come out and show your suppor�!Come out and show your suppor�!Come out and show your suppor�!Come out and show your suppor�!    

Watch the games unfold forWatch the games unfold forWatch the games unfold forWatch the games unfold for    

St. Mar�’s Volleyball Leag e!!! St. Mar�’s Volleyball Leag e!!! St. Mar�’s Volleyball Leag e!!! St. Mar�’s Volleyball Leag e!!!     
 

First game is today, Sunday, October 7 at 3 pm.  First game is today, Sunday, October 7 at 3 pm.  First game is today, Sunday, October 7 at 3 pm.  First game is today, Sunday, October 7 at 3 pm.      

Who will be victorious?Who will be victorious?Who will be victorious?Who will be victorious?    

SILVER PURPLE GREEN MAROON BLUE BLACK 

Kareem Racan Tariq Jason Nidal Jawad 

Mousa Rami Charlie CJ Muthana Khalil 

Murad Tamer Seif Ramzi Melad Walid 

Jessica Ruba Mimi Orieb Alyssa Alina 

Mando Abeer Rachel Stephanie Heather Myrna 

Jennifer Randa Claudia Salma Marram Katia 

Kati Sally Sylvia Lara Madelina Danielle 

Jasmine Katherine Raneem Christine Reem Rula 
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Ladies Guild 
Spiritual Retreat 

Pilgrimage to 
St. John Chrysostom Monastery 

Pleasant Prairie, WI 
 

Saturday, October 13th 
(Leaving Saturday morning, returning Saturday Evening) 

 

Limited space available.   

Please RSVP by Sunday, September 30. 

 Cost of Transportation - To Be Determined  

 
To register, please contact Kholoud Swais (708-431-0084) or 

Shireen Salman (708-717-9640). God bless! 
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Fellowship of St. John the Divine 
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• Diabetes  

• Blood Pressure  

Monitoring Medica-

tion Management 

And much more! 

 

 

  

Take charge of 

your Health! 

St.	Mary	Orthodox	Church	

6330	W.	127th	St.	

Palos	Heights,	IL	60463	

Family Health Fair 

Sunday, 

October 

21st 2012 

11:30 to 1:30  

in the  

Gym 

Fellowship of St. John the Divine 

Contact Abeer Khouri or  
Jennifer Sweis with any questions. 
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St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church 

Presents 

The 4th Annual  
 

Fellowship Spiritual Retreat 

 

 

Friday, 10/19/2012- Sunday 10/21/2012 
Departing Thursday night from St. George Church (Cicero) 

 

To the Antiochian Village 

Featuring Guest Speaker: 
His Grace 

Bishop Anthony Michaels 

WORSHIP 

FELLOWSHIP 

BONFIRE 

For further information, contact Rammy Zanayed at rizanayed@sbcglobal.net 

or Deacon Saed at srihani6@cs.com 



 

20 

  
  

Weekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly Synaxarion    

 On October 7 in the Holy Orthodox Church we celebrate the holy 

Great Martyrs Sergius and Bacchus of Syria. They were noblemen at 

the court of Emperor Maximian whose esteemed them greatly be-

cause of their courage, wisdom and fidelity. Once, when there 

was a great sacrificial offering to idols, the emperor demanded 

that Sergius and Bacchus offer sacrifices with him, but they 

openly refused. Beside himself with rage, Maximian commanded 

that their military garments, rings and emblems be stripped from 

them and that they be dressed in women’s clothing. He then 

placed iron hoops around their necks and paraded them through 

the streets of the city of Rome to be mocked by everyone. After-

ward, he sent them to Antiochus, his deputy in Asia, for torture. 

Antiochus had risen to his position with Sergius and Bacchus’ 

help, as they had at one time recommended him to the emperor. 

When Antiochus implored them to deny Christ and save them-

selves from dishonorable suffering and death, these saints re-

plied: “Both honor and dishonor, both life and death—all are the 

same to him who seeks the Heavenly Kingdom.” The souls of 

Sergius and Bacchus went to Paradise, where they received 

crowns of immortal glory from Christ in 303. On this day, we also 

commemorate the Hieromartyr Polychronios of Nicaea; Priest Julian and 

Deacon Caesarius of Campania; Venerable John the hermit and those 

with him; and Venerable Sergius of Nurma. By the intercessions of Thy 

Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 


