St. Mary Orthodox Church
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)

September 30, 2012
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
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Weekly Schedule of Services
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. -- Great Vespers
Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins -- 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturygy
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study

(Confessions by Appointment)

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL. 60463
Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449

WWW.VIrgInmaryoc.org (virginmary@virginmaryoc.org)

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: fr.mousa@gmail.com
Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrthani@hotmail.com

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm



Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to
you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After
all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the ushers at the end of
the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God bless you and give you
many healthy years in His service.
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Clergy, Parish Council, Committees, and Ministries

Parish Clergy:

Committees: Organizations and Ministries:

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor
Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis
Subdeacon Ameer Tadros

Parish Council:

Presiding Officer
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad
Chairman

Fadi Abu Manneh
Vice Chairman
Rashid Sweis
Treasurer

Abdullah Tadros
Financial Secretary
Samer Tadros
Secretary

Abeer Khouri
Council Members:
George Barakat
Maher Ibrahim

CJ Kari

Bassam Salman

Faris Samawi

Ramzi Sweis

Altar / Liturgics

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani
Expansion & Maintenance
Luai Sweiss

Fundraising & Stewardship
Rashid Sweis & Bassam Salman
Financial

Abdullah Tadros
Communication

Abeer Khouri

Constitution

Ramzi Sweis

Humanitarian

Shireen Salman

Ushering

Fadi Abu Manneh

Web Master

Sana Sweis

Office Administrator
Katia Haddad

Sunday School Director

Omar Sweiss

Sunday School Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

Ladies Guild President
Kholoud Swais

Ladies Guild Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

Fellowship President

Khalil Haddad

Fellowship Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

SOYO President

Hadeel Sweis

SOYO Adyvisor

Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani
SOYO Spiritual Director

Fr. Malek Rihani

Handmaids of the Lord
Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad
Handmaids Spiritual Director
Fr. Malek Rihani

Choir Director

Michael Rascia

Chanter

Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi

Church Hall Rental - Call the church office or email: katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org
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Changes in the Liturgy
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Entrance Hymn
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,
who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Eight)
From the heights, thou didst descend, O compassionate one, and thou didst submit to the
three-day burial, that thou might deliver us from passion, thou art our life and our resurrection,
O Lord, glory to thee.
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Troparion of St. Gregory (Tone Four)

Thou hast become like the Apostles in their states, a successor to their throne, finding indeed the
intelligential ladder, O thou God-inspired. Therefore, thou hast followed the Word of God in
righteousness, and striven unto blood for the Faith. O Martyr among Priests Gregory,
intercede with Christ God to save our souls.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)
In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling asleep
thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of Life.
Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Four)
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant,
O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to

come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to
make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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Epistle Reading for the Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
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Make your vows to the Lord our God, and perform them!

God is known in Judah,; His Name is great in Israel!

The Reading is from Saint Paul’s Second Letter to the Corin-
thians (6:16-18; 7:1).

Brethren, we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will
live in them and move among them, and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. Therefore come out from them, and be
separate from them, says the Lord, and touch nothing unclean; then
I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be
my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” Since we have
these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defile-

ment of body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of
God.
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Gospel for the Second Sunday of St. Luke
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (6:31-36).
The Lord said, “As you wish that men would do to you, do so to
them. If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?
For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good
to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you
hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to
sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, and do
good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will
be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He is kind to
the ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even as your Father
is merciful.”

* (6:31-36) jalall dualilly judal) L) Bl Gugall) 55U Cpa iy Juad®
) WSEGE * e Al lledl SIS G Jasy o Gsug WS S 6
* Jigiah Gl (et Lad laal) B L Q0 400 36 K5 ) Sigal
€8 Load slaall Glo oS0 25 4l K) Gshund Gl ) Siaal 135
Gl LK1 A Al e 1@hE o GeAS el S gl Ols * (ygainay
Selael Vgl &0y * Jiall Zia I K1 6Uasl (yola ) Loadf 5l
A6 L2l 5 1585 TS a0l (8 Bl Guliga 3 Vil Tpiuaals

A b WSU G LS plan) 1388 * L) G SLall e o Aath

5



Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to
provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-
pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service.
What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,
graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-
ship among our community.

Hospitality Teams
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy
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Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 5.9g-allg (wlaal)

09/30: Wajih Tadros & Family ALlally syl 45 :09/30
10/07: Jamal and Kholoud Swais & Family Alally (arsa 35las Jlaa :10/07
10/14: Refqa Sweis & Family ilally Haipa ) :10:014
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Epistle Readers:
Today: English - Sub. Dn. Matthew Sweis, Arabic - Lily Sweiss
Next Week: English - Sandra Khour , Arabic - Ameer Tadros
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Altar Server Ministry:
09/30 Team C (Captain Murad Salman): Omar Nemri, Mathew Nemri, Samer Sweis , Elia Sweiss,
Simon Tadros, , George Corey, Woody Corey, Mark Sweis
10/07: Team A (Captain Jordan Rihani): Odei Sweis, Yousif Saigh, Jimmy Salman, Jai Riske, Sean
Rihani, Daniel Al- Nemri, Joseph Sweis, Matthew Ibrahim, Gabe Corey, Sam Corey, David Sweis
10/14: Team B (Captain Ramiz Riadi): Rami Sweis, , Yazen Swaiss, Anthony Rihani, Saleem
Swais, Sharbel Al-Nasser, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Fallouh, Louis Corey, Alexander Corey

“For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for peace and not for evil, to
give you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11
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The Mo Reverend

Archhishop of New Yark and
Motmpoditan PHILIP Metropalitan of All Monik
Armserica

The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
OF HMORTH AMERICA

358 Meumtaen Roml PO Bos S350 Esglowosd. M1 0763 1-5318
Telephome (200 ) BT0=1 155 * Fox (200 ) E71-7954
Wehsite: waowanichianare * Email: archdisese o antiochdomong

TO BE READ FROM THE PULPIT
September 26™, 2012

To our Esteemed Hierarchs, Clergy, Members of the Archdiocese Board of
Trustees, and Faithful of the Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
of North America:

Greetings and Blessings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

We wish to inform you that His Beatitude Ignatius IV, Patriarch of Antioch and All
the East will soon visit the United States. His Beatitude will arrive in New Jersey
on Tuesday October 16%, 2012, and will reside at the Archdiocese Headquarters in
Englewood, New Jersey while he is here. On Thursday October 18™, His
Beatitude will preside over a meeting of the executive staffs of the St. John of
Damascus Institute of Theology of the University of Balamand, and the Antiochian
House of Studies. The goal is to finalize a plan by which a cooperative effort will
offer the opportunity for students to earn advanced theological degrees. On
Friday October 19", 2012, His Beatitude will attend a ceremony in New York
where he will bestow the honor of the Order of Saints Peter and Paul upon His
Excellency Issam Fares, the former Deputy Prime Minister of Lebanon. This is the
highest award granted by the Patriarchate of Antioch. He may be in attendance
at St. Nicholas Cathedral in Brooklyn, New York on Sunday October 21. Following
his short stay in New Jersey he will depart for Houston Texas for his regular
medical exam and then return home.

We welcome him with joy, and pray that God will grant him many years!

Your father in Christ,

e, 2D
Metropolitan PHILIP
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of All North America



St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights
Calendar of Events

Every Week (unless otherwise noted)

Sun - 8:45am Matins, 10:00am Divine Liturgy
Wed -10:00am Morning Prayers, 10:30am Parish Bible Study
Sat -1:30pm, Youth Sports League

3:30pm, Arabic School

95:30pm, Great Vespers

September 2012
Fri-09/28/12

Sat- 09/29/12

October 2012
Tue - 10/02/12
Fri- 10/05-07
Sun -10/07/12

Tue - 10/09/12
Sat - 10/13/12
Sun -10/14/12
Tue - 10/16/12
Fri- 10/19/12

Sat - 10/20/12
Sat - 10/20/12
Sun - 10/21/12
Mon -10/22/12

Tue - 10/23/12
Thu -10/25/12
Sat - 10/27/12

6:00pm: Ladies Meeting, Elections,
and Bible Study

8:00am: Annual IOCC Walk
(meet at church at 7:00am to carpool)

6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym
Midwest Diocese Fall Gathering
11:30am: St. Mary
Annual Fall Harvest Festival

6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym
9:00am: Ladies Guild Monastery Trip
11:30am: Ladies Guild Shawerma Sale
6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym
7:00pm: Fellowship Bible Study
2:00pm: Bible Bowl Study Session
6:30pm: SOYO Bible Study
11:30am: St. Mary Annual Family Health Fair
7:00pm: Liturgy for the Feast of

James the Brother of the Lord
6:00pm: Volleyball Open Gym
7:00pm: Ladies Guild Meeting
6:30pm: SOYO Fall Ball




November 2012

Sat-11/03/12
Sat-11/03/12
Sun-11/04/12
Sat-11/10/12
Sun-11/11/12
Sun- 11/11/12
Thu-11/15/12
Wed - 11/21/12

Thu - 11/22/12
Sat- 11/24/12
Sat-11/24/12
Fri- 11/30/12

December 2012

Sat - 12/01/12
Wed - 12/05/12
Fri- 12/07/12
Sun -12/09/12
Fri-12/14/12
Sat - 12/15/12
Sat - 12/22/12
Mon - 12/24/12
Wed - 12/26-28
Fri- 12/28/12
Sat - 12/29/12
Sun - 12/30/12
Mon - 12/31/12

January 2013

Sat-01/05/13
Sun - 01/06/13
Fri-01/11/13

February 2013

Sun - 02/03/13
Sat - 02/09/13

10:00am: Liturgy for St. Raphael of Brooklyn

2:00pm: Bible Bowl Study Session

Daylight Saving Time Ends

7:00pm: St. Mary Annual Thanksgiving Hafleh

10:00am: Blood Drive

5:30pm: Fellowship NADI Bears Game

Nativity Fast Begins

10:00am: Liturgy for the Presentation of the
Theotokos into the Temple

10:00am: St. Mary Annual Turkey Bowl

2:00pm: Bible Bowl Study Session

No Youth League & No Arabic School

7:00pm: Ladies Guild Meeting

2:00pm: Bible Bowl Study Session
7:00pm: Liturgy for the Feast of St. Nicholas
7:00pm: SOYO Bible Study

1:00pm: Visit to Hope Children’s Hospital
7:00pm: Fellowship Bible Study

2:00pm: Bible Bowl Study Session

No Youth League & No Arabic School
6:00pm: Christmas Services

SOYO Christmas Retreat

6:00pm: Ladies After Christmas Party

No Youth League & No Arabic School

No Sunday School (Christmas Break)
7:00pm: Liturgy for the New Year and
Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord

No Youth League & No Arabic School
No Sunday School (Christmas Break)
7:00pm: Fellowship NADI Game Night

5:30pm: Fellowship Super Bowl Party
7:00pm: Annual St. Valentine’s Day Hafleh

I MARK YOUR CALENDARS !!!




Parish News
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Removal of Crowns
Jeffery and Christen Cogswell
Churching

Peter Tadros

Parents: Issa and Mickey Tadros

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL YET?

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAS STARTED ALREADY!!!

Please see Omar Sweiss or any Sunday School Staff
in the Fellowship Hall to register your children today!

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

e Provide your children with an outstanding
Orthodox Christian education.

e Let your children become more well rounded with

Join us today at their Faith , community, and culture.
Sllllday Schon]! e Set your kids on the right path to success!




Arabic School is Back!

Dear families and friends, we are glad to announce that Arabic school is
back. Arabic School takes place Saturdays from 3:30pm to 5:30pm
(followed by Great Vespers from 5:30pm-6:15pm).

The fees for 2012 will be as follows:

Pledged Members |Non-Pledged Members
1st child - $200 1st child - 250

2nd child - $150 2nd child - 200

3rd child - $100 3rd child - 150

4th child - free 4th child - 100

5t free

Adults Class available as well! taught by Professor Maha Sweis-Dababneh, PhD.

=

alds of the Lord

The Handmaids of the Lord group is considering putting on a play
for our parish. We encourage any member of our parish (over 7
years old boys & girls) who have interest in the Arts and Theater,
to contact the Advisors of this group for more information.

Our goal 1s to provide all of our beloved parishioners an oppor-
tunity to nurture their God-given talents in a spiritual environ-
ment under the guidance of Christ’s Holy Church.

Please contact Mansoura Khouri (708-691-8777) or
Lena Haddad (708-691-7727)
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Join the St. Mary team for the
6th annual Walk the Walk 5K Walk/Run
support IOCC global humanitarian aid progra

RACE INFORMATION
Saturday, September 29th 2012

Registration opens at 8:00 AM
Welcome rally: 8:45 AM
Walk/run begins: 9:00 AM
*Breakfast & celebration follows

ation: St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church
5649 N Sheridan Rd, Chicago, IL 60660
Route along beautiful Lake Michigan

t: $20 Adults
$10 for children under 12
$25 for day of the event registration

egister: Visit www.iocc.org
Then click on “Events”

will be carpooling! If you would like to join us mee
at St. Mary at 7:00am. We will be leaving at 7:30am
Please see Klodia Haddadin or Fabiola Sweis
with any questions.




The Fellowship cordially invites you to their annual...

< o\l Flarvest Festiva/

Sunday, October (th 2012

After Divine Liturgy

in the backyard of the church.

Join the fun!
Bags Tournament, Chili Contest,
Pumpkin Painting, Face Painting,

Foocl, Music, Games, Prizes, Cash Rafﬂes,
Petting Zoo, ¢~ more!

If anyone has any questions or isinterested in donating
to this event please contact
Jennifer Sweis or Fabiola Sweis.

X A

St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox.Church
6330 W. 127th St. Palos Heights, 1L-60463
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Ladies Guild
Spiritual Retreat

Pilgrimage to
St. John Chrysostom Monastery

Pleasant Prairie, W1

Saturday, October 13th

(Leaving Saturday morning, returning Saturday Evening)

Limited space available.
Please RSVP by Sunday, September 30.
Cost of Transportation - To Be Determined

To register, please contact Kholoud Swais (708-431-0084) or
Shireen Salman (708-717-9640). God bless!




lease com

Topic: Defending the Faith
Date and time: October 19, 2012 7 p.m.
Saint Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church

6330 West 127th Street
Palos Heights, IL 60463
Contact: Klodia 708 208 3039

Snacks and refreshments served
Followed by a BON FIRE!
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Orthodox Christian SYNERGY 's
Eighteenth Annual SYMPOSIUM:

i1

LIVING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

TODAY: FANTASY, BURDEN
OR OPPORTUNITY?

Fantasy? Orthodox Christians can live their faith in today’s society.
= Burden? Faith and traditions—preservation vs change.
=  Opportunity? Spirtual life, moral life, victories and defeat.

Saturday, October 20, 2012
9:00 a.m. —1:30 p.m.

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
1220 S. 60™ Court, Cicero, IL 60804

Speaker:
THE REV. DR. ALKIVIADIS CALIVAS

Professor Emeritus of Liturgics,
Holy Cross Orthodox School of Theology, Brookline, MA

Fr. Alkiviadis Calivas is an eminent Orthodox priest and theclogian. He has served as Dean of Holy Cross
and President of Hellenic College, and represented the Ecumenical Patriarchate on several national
and international commissions and consultations, including several on the World Council of Churches.
He has published many articles and essays, and is the author of six books.

Registration and Payment prior to October 12, 2012: $35. October 13 -20, 2012: $40.
Early Registration and Payment {prior to October 12 only) for husband and wife couples: $50.
High School and College Students: $20.00.

Registration includes coffee service and lunch.

For more information, Please see Synergy’s website chicagosynergy.org/symposium
or call (847) 647-8880 or (630) 230-0079.

Orthodox Christian SYMNERGY consists of clergy and lay representative of Chicago-area Orthodox Christian parishes who seek to
project awareness of Orthodox Christianity to the public at large. SYNERGY works together with its parent organization, the
Orthodox Christian Clergy Association of Greater Chicago, and with the blessings of the Chicago area Orthodox Hierarchs.




Fellowship of St. John the Divine
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Family Health Fair

Brought to you by your St. Mary Fellowship )

The Fellowship s « Blood Pressure
Monitoring

bringing the doctors & | Med cation

to you! Therapy
Management
« Flu Shots
Your health s e First Aid
important. Help us help Consultation
you by participating in Free samples and
the 1st of many Health breakfast will be
Fairs held at St. Mary. available!

Contact Asimt Sweis or
Jennifer Sweis with any questions.




St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church

Presents
The 4th Annual

FELLOWSHIP SPIRITUAL RETREAT

TO THE ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE

Friday, 10/19/2012- Sunday 10/21/2012

Departing Thursday night from St. George Church (Cicero)

Featuring Guest Speaker:
His GRACE
BISHOP ANTHONY MICHAELS

WORSHIP
FELLOWSHIP
BONFIRE

A 4

For further information, contact Rammy Zanayed at rizanayed @sbcglobal.net
or Deacon Saed at srihani6 @cs.com
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2012

Fall

GATHERING

HOSTED BY: ST. ELIAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
SYLVANIA, OHIO

MIDWEST FELLOWSHIP AND FUN

FRIDAY: REGISTRATION, CAMPFIRE
SATURDAY: MATINS, WORKSHOP, HAFLI KEYNOTE S

DELEGATE MEETINGS OF:
- SOYO KA TRIN A

- ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN
- FELLOWSHIP OF ST. JOHN YES

SUNDAY: MATINS AND DIVINE LITURGY NORTHAMERICA OR
-ORG

OCTOBER 5-7, 2012
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY

GROUP NAME: “ST. ELIAS”

COUNTRY INN & SUITES 419.893.8576

541 WEST DUSSEL DRIVE, MAUMEE, OHIO
OR

FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES 419.897.0865

521 WEST DUSSEL DRIVE, MAUMEE, OHIO

GROUP RATE - $80 PER NIGHT
CUT OFF DATE - SEPTEMBER 21, 2012

FOR MORE INFORMATION: steliasofsylvania.org



DePaul University & The Jordanian Consulate
Invite You To

JORDANIAN Book Exhibit &
Cultural Event

A Presentation on The History of Literary Develop-
ment in Jordan by:

Dr. Huda Fakhoury

Member of the Jordanian Writers Association

Poetry Reading By The Poets:
Issa Batarseh &

Sarhan AlINemrti

4
OCTOBER 4, 2012

Cortelyou Commons, 2324 N Fremont St
DePaul University, Chicago, IL 60614

4:30- 8:00 Book Exhibit
6:00- 8:00 Opening Remarks, Presentations, & Poetry Readings

4

Books will be available for purchase and signing
Refreshments will be served

For more information contact;
Dr. Nesreen Akhtarkhavari

Director of Arabic Studies
nakhtark @depaul.edu
(773) 325- 8639
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Weeklﬂ 53naxarion

On September 30 in the Holy Orthodox Church we celebrate
the holy Hieromartyr Gregory, bishop and enlightener of Greater
Armenia. Gregory was born of prominent families of Persia and
Armenia. He eventually withdrew to Caesarea in Cappadocia,
where he first learned of the Christian Faith, was baptized and
married. He had two sons of this marriage, Bardanes and Aris-
takes, and dedicated them both to the service of the Church.
(Aristakes was one of the 318 Holy Fathers at the First Ecumeni-
cal Council.) After the death of his wife, Gregory returned to Ar-
menia and placed himself in the service of King Tiridates. But
when the king learned that Gregory was a Christian, Tiridates
threw him into a deep pit full of poisonous reptiles to kill him.
However, the All-seeing God preserved Gregory’s life in that pit
for 14 full years. Tiridates went insane and was like a wild boar.
His sister had a dream in which a man, dazzlingly bright, told her
that Tiridates would only become well when Gregory was re-
moved from the pit. Taken from the pit, Gregory healed and bap-
tized Tiridates. Then, at the wish of Tiridates, Gregory became
Bishop of Armenia. Gregory ended his earthly life of great labor
in old age, in about the year 335. On this day, we also commemo-
rate the Martyrs Rhipsime and Gaiana and companions of Arme-
nia; Michael the wonderworker, first metropolitan of Kiev; and
Venerable Gregory of the Pelshma River. By the intercessions of
Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
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