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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  
 ا�حد الثاني عشر بعد العنصرة 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449   

www.virginmaryoc.org (virginmary@virginmaryoc.org) 
 
 

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: fr.mousa@gmail.com 

Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrihani@hotmail.com 

    

St. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox ChurchSt. Mary Orthodox Church    
The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest 
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. --------    Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins --------    10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy    
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 

Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday Church Office Hours : Monday ----    Friday 10:00amFriday 10:00amFriday 10:00amFriday 10:00am----3:00pm3:00pm3:00pm3:00pm    
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Clergy, Parish Council , Committees, and Ministries 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to 

you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home.  After 

all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the ushers at the end of 

the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God bless you and give you 

many healthy years in His service.  
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Organizations and Ministries: 

 

Sunday School Director 

Omar Sweiss 

Sunday School Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Ladies Guild President 

Kholoud Swais 

Ladies Guild Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Fellowship President 

Khalil Haddad 

Fellowship Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

SOYO President 

Hadeel Sweis 

SOYO Advisor 

Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani 

SOYO Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Handmaids of the Lord 

Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad 

Handmaids Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Choir Director 

Michael Rascia 

Chanter 

Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi 

Committees: 
 

Altar / Liturgics 

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani 

Expansion & Maintenance 

Luai Sweiss 

Fundraising & Stewardship  

Rashid Sweis & Bassam Salman 

Financial 

Abdullah Tadros 

Communication 

Abeer Khouri 

Constitution 

Ramzi Sweis 

Humanitarian 

Shireen Salman 

Ushering 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Web Master 

Sana Sweis 
 

 

Office Administrator 

Katia Haddad 

Parish Clergy: 
 

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 
 

Parish Council: 
 

Presiding Officer  
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Chairman  
Fadi Abu Manneh 

Vice Chairman 
Rashid Sweis 

Treasurer  
Abdullah Tadros  

Financial Secretary 
Samer Tadros 

Secretary 
Abeer Khouri 

Council Members: 
George Barakat 

Maher Ibrahim 

CJ Kari 

Bassam Salman 

Faris Samawi 

Ramzi Sweis 

 

Church Hall Rental - Call the church office or email: ka�ahaddad@virginmaryoc.org 
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Changes in the Liturgy  
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Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, who art risen 

from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Three) 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His 

own arm; He hath trampled down death by death and became the first-born from the dead;  
He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the great mercy. 
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Troparion of Saints Adrian and Natalia (Tone Three) 

Thou didst deem that Faith which hath salvation to be riches never lost or plundered. Thou 

forsookest thy father’s impiety, and thou didst follow thy Master, becoming rich in His  

divine gifts. Therefore, O glorious Adrian, entreat Christ God that our souls be saved.  
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity;  
and in thy falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life,  
being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death. 
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Kontakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos (Tone Four) 

 By thy holy birth-giving, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from the re-

proach of barrenness; and Adam and Eve were delivered from the corruption of death; thy 
people do celebrate it, having been saved from the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee, the bar-

ren doth give birth to the Theotokos, who nourishes our life.  
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Epistle for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost   

 الرسالة ل�حد الثاني عشر بعد العنصرة

Sing praises to our God, sing praises! 

Clap your hands, all you nations! 

The Reading is from Saint Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians (15:1-11). 

Brethren, I would remind you in what terms I preached to you the Gospel, which you re-

ceived, in which you stand, by which you are saved, if you hold it fast—unless you be-

lieved in vain.  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, that He was buried, that He 

was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that He appeared to 

Cephas, then to the twelve.  Then He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one 

time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.  Then He appeared to 

James, then to all the apostles.  Last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared also to 

me.  For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 

the church of God.  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me 

was not in vain.  On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, 

but the grace of God which is with me.  Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and 

so you believed.  
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (19:16-26). 

At that time, a young man came to Jesus, kneeling before him and saying, “Good 

Teacher, what good deed must I do, to have eternal life?”  And Jesus said to him, “Why 

do you call me good?  There is no good but One, and that is God.  If you would enter 

life, keep the commandments.”  He said to Jesus, “Which?”  And Jesus said, “You shall 

not kill, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false wit-

ness, Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  

The young man said to Jesus, “All these I have observed from my youth; what do I still 
lack?”  Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give 

to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”  When the 
young man heard this he went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions. And Jesus 
said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a rich man to enter the 

kingdom of heaven.  Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this 

they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?”  But Jesus looked at 

them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possi-

ble.”  
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Gospel of the for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  

 ا�نجيل ل�حد الثاني عشر بعد العنصرة
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service. 

What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, 

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-

ship among our community. 

Hospitality Teams 
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy 

Holy Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee Hour    /�1���� ������ 
 

08/26: Bishara Sweis & Family  08/26 :���
��	� N��: 3�
,� 

09/02: Ghaleb and Rita Sweis & Family 09/02 :���
��	� N��: 
���� 6�
K 

09/09: Refqa Sweis & Family 09/09 :���
��	� N��: 
�$� 

Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:    
Today: Today: Today: Today: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Omar Sweiss, Omar Sweiss, Omar Sweiss, Omar Sweiss, ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Norma Tadros Norma Tadros Norma Tadros Norma Tadros     

Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Fabiola Sweis, Fabiola Sweis, Fabiola Sweis, Fabiola Sweis, ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Nour SwaissNour SwaissNour SwaissNour Swaiss    

Altar Server Ministry:Altar Server Ministry:Altar Server Ministry:Altar Server Ministry:    
08/26: 08/26: 08/26: 08/26: Team A (Captain Jordan Rihani)Team A (Captain Jordan Rihani)Team A (Captain Jordan Rihani)Team A (Captain Jordan Rihani): : : : Odei Sweis, Yousif Saigh, Jimmy Salman, Jai Riske, Sean 
Rihani, Daniel Al- Nemri, Joseph Sweis, Matthew Ibrahim, Gabe Corey, Sam Corey, David Sweis 
09/02: 09/02: 09/02: 09/02: Team B (Captain Ramiz Riadi)Team B (Captain Ramiz Riadi)Team B (Captain Ramiz Riadi)Team B (Captain Ramiz Riadi): : : : Rami Sweis, , Yazen Swaiss, Anthony Rihani, Saleem 
Swais, Sharbel Samawi, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Fallouh, Louis Corey, Alexander Corey 
09/09: 09/09: 09/09: 09/09: Team C (Captain Murad SalmanTeam C (Captain Murad SalmanTeam C (Captain Murad SalmanTeam C (Captain Murad Salman): ): ): ): Omar Nemri, Mathew Nemri, Samer Sweis , Elia Sweiss, 
Simon Tadros, , George Corey, Woody Corey, Mark Sweis 

    

“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”    
“He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with 

Him also freely give us all things?” Romans 8:32  
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Congratulations! 
 

Wedding 
 

John George Hanna & Maysoun Hani Omar 
  

Removal of Crowns  
 

Tamer & Jehan Haddad 

 

Newborn Baby Girl 
 

Sohear Yalile 
 

Parents - Elias & Rania Facuse 
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BISHOP NICHOLAS 

PLEASE JOIN US ON  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH  

AT 10:00 A.M. TO CELEBRATE  

DIVINE LITURGY WITH  

HIS GRACE BISHOP NICHOLAS 

 

BISHOP OF BROOKLYN 

ST .  MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH OF PALOS HEIGHTS 
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Every Week 

 Sun - 8:45am Matins, 10:00am Divine Liturgy 
 Sat - 5:30pm Great Vespers 
 Wed - 10:00am Morning Prayers, 10:30am Parish Bible Study 
 

August 2012 

 Tue - 08/28/12  6pm: Girls Volleyball Open Gym 
 Wed - 08/29/12  10am: Divine Liturgy for the 
       Beheading of St. John the Baptist  
 Wed - 08/29/12  6pm: Men's Basketball League Open Gym 
 Fri - 08/31/12   6pm: Girls Volleyball Open Gym 
 
September 2012 

 Sat - 09/01/12   SOYO: Pizza Social & Elections @ 6:30pm  
 Sat - 09/01/12   10am: Divine Liturgy  
      for the Church New Year  

Mon - 09/03/12  Parish Event: Annual Labor Day Picnic with 
     St. Mary’s Basketball Championship Game 
Tue - 09/04/12  6pm: Girls Volleyball Open Gym 

 Fri - 09/07/12   7pm: Divine Liturgy for the  
      Nativity of the Theotokos 
 Sun - 09/09/12  Liturgy with His Grace Bishop NICHOLAS  
 Tue - 09/11/12  6pm: Girls Volleyball Open Gym 
 Tue - 09/18/12  6pm: Girls Volleyball Open Gym 
 Fri - 09/21/12   Fellowship: Bowling Outing @ 7pm 
 Sat - 09/22/12   SOYO: Trampolining @ 2pm 
 Tue - 09/25/12  6pm: Girls Volleyball Open Gym 
 Wed- 09/26/12  10am: Divine Liturgy for the  
      Repose of St. John the Evangelist  
 Fri - 09/28/12   Ladies Guild: Meeting & Bible Study @ 6pm 
 Sat- 09/29/12   Parish Event: IOCC Walk @ 8am 
 
October 2012 

 Tue - 10/02/12  6pm: Girls Volleyball Open Gym 
 Sun -10/07/12   Parish Event: Fall Harvest Festival @ 12pm 
 Tue - 10/09/12  6pm: Girls Volleyball Open Gym 
 Sat - 10/13/12   Ladies Guild: Monastery Trip 
 Sun -10/14/12   Ladies Guild: Shawerma Sale after Liturgy 

St.	Mary	Orthodox	Church	of	Palos	Heights	

	Calendar	of	Events	
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October 2012 

 Tue - 10/16/12  6pm: Girls Volleyball Open Gym 
 Fri - 10/19/12   Fellowship: Bible Study @ 7pm 
 Sat - 10/20/12   SOYO: Bible Study @ 6:30pm 
 Sun - 10/21/12  Parish Event: Annual Family Health Fair 
 Mon -10/22/12  7pm: Divine Liturgy for the Feast of    
      James the Brother of the Lord  
 
 Tue - 10/23/12  6pm: Girls Volleyball Open Gym 
 Thu -10/25/12   Ladies Guild: Meeting @ 7pm 
 Sat - 10/27/12   SOYO: Fall Ball @ 6:30pm 
 
November 2012 

 Fri - 11/02/12   Fellowship: NADI Celebration @ 7pm 
 Sat - 11/03/12   10am: Divine Liturgy for St. Raphael of Brooklyn  
 Sat - 11/10/12   Parish Event: Annual Thanksgiving Hafleh 
 Sun -11/11/12   Parish Event: Blood Drive 
 Wed - 11/21/12  10am: Divine Liturgy for the Presentation of the  
      Theotokos into the Temple  
 Thu - 11/22/12  Parish Event: Annual Turkey Bowl 
 Fri - 11/30/12   Ladies Guild: Meeting @ 7pm 
 
December 2012 
 Wed - 12/05/12  7pm: Divine Liturgy for the Feast of St. Nicholas  
 Fri - 12/07/12   SOYO: Bible Study 7pm 
 Sun -12/09/12   Fellowship: Visit to Hope Children’s Hospital  
 Fri - 12/14/12   Fellowship: Bible Study @ 7pm 
 Mon - 12/24/12  Christmas Services @ 6pm 
 Wed - 12/26-28  SOYO: Christmas Retreat 
 Fri - 12/28/12   Ladies Guild: After Christmas Ladies Party 
 Mon - 12/31/12  7pm: Divine Liturgy for the New Year and 
      Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord 
January 2013 

 Fri - 01/11/13   Fellowship: NADI Game Night @ 7pm 
 
February 2013 

 Sun - 02/03/13  Fellowship: Super Bowl Party 
 Sat - 02/09/13   Parish Event:  
      Annual St. Valentine Day  Hafleh @ 7pm 

St.	Mary	Orthodox	Church	of	Palos	Heights	

	Calendar	of	Events	
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Arabic	School	is	Back!		

Dear	 families	and	 friends,	we	are	glad	 to	announce	 that	Arabic	school	 is	
back.	It	will	start	September	15th,	2012	and	it	will	be	held	on	Saturdays	
from	3:30pm	to	5:30pm	(Great	Vespers	from	5:30pm-6:15pm	is	optional).	
	

The	fees	for	2012	will	be	as	follows:	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

Pledged	Members		
1st	child	-	$200				
2nd	child	-	$150																																		
3rd	child	-	$100		
	4th	child	-	free																																																																																																				 

Non-Pledged	Members	
			1st	child	-	250	
			2nd	child	-	200	
			3rd	child	-	150	
			4th	child	-	100	
			5th	free	

Adults Class available as well! 

 

 
The Handmaids of the Lord group is considering putting on a 

play for our parish.  We encourage any member of our parish 

(over 7 years old) who has interest in the Arts and Theater, to 

contact the Advisors of this group for more information.   
 

Our goal is to provide all of our beloved parishioners an oppor-

tunity to nurture their God-given talents in a spiritual environ-

ment under the guidance of Christ’s Holy Church .   
 
 

Please contact Mansoura Khouri (708-691-8777) or  

Lena Haddad (708-691-7727) 
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SAINT MARY  MEN’S BASKETBALL 

LEAGUE 
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

MEN’S BASKETBALL LEAGUE 

PLAYOFFS &  

CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
 

 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2012 - LABOR DAY 

PICNIC 
FOOD, MUSIC, GAMES, ENTERTAINMENT, FAMILY, FUN 

 

 
ST. MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH OF PALOS HEIGHTS 

6330 W. 127th ST, PALOS HEIGHTS, IL 60463 
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HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR 
SUNDAY SCHOOL YET?SUNDAY SCHOOL YET?SUNDAY SCHOOL YET?SUNDAY SCHOOL YET?    

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS SEPTEMBER 9th 

Please see Omar Sweiss or any Sunday School Staff  in the Fellowship Hall  

““““Jesus said,Jesus said,Jesus said,Jesus said,    “Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid “Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid “Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid “Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid 
them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven” “ them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven” “ them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven” “ them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven” “ ----    Matthew  19:14Matthew  19:14Matthew  19:14Matthew  19:14    

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING 

FOR? 

♦ Provide your children with 

an outstanding Orthodox 

Christian education. 

♦ Let your children become 

more well rounded with 

their Faith , community, and 

culture. 

♦ Set your kids on the right 

path to success! 

St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights 
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TEENS– Join us on Saturday, 9/1/12 @ 6:30pm to elect 

new officers for the SOYO board, while we gather for a 

Pizza Social! If you would like to make some long 

las�ng friendships, or you want to see change and im-

provement, this is the place to be! 

Pizza Social &  

SOYO Elec�ons! 

Ages  

13– 18 

St. Mary Orthodox Church  

of Palos Heights 

St. Mary Orthodox Church 

6330 W. 127th St 

Palos Heights, IL 60463 

SOYO �� S�. M��� 

O�� �!�" C #�$  

Saturday, September 1st 2012 

6:30pm 

It’s time to drop your phones and work on your social skills at our 

Pizza Social and SOYO Elections! 

Please see Fr. Malek Rihani or Hadeel Sweis with   

any nomina�ons, ques�ons, or concerns! 
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The Fellowship is feeling lucky! Join us at the  
FELLOWSHIP KICK-OFF 

BOWLING OUTING  
- LUCKY STRIKE LANES - 

Lucky Strike Lanes 
100 Yorktown Shopping Center   

Lombard, IL 60148  
 

Please see Asimt Sweis or any 
Fellowship Officer with questions. 

 

This event is hosted by the Fellowship of St. John the Divine. 
It is for ages 19 and older. 

 
St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights 

Friday, September 21st, 2012 
7:00 p.m. 
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ATTENTION ATTENTION ATTENTION ATTENTION     
LADIES:LADIES:LADIES:LADIES:    

Are you sick of being in the kitchen, the laundry room, or the 
workplace? 

If you answered yes to any or all of these questions, 
then you belong on the court for the  

St. Mary Women’s Volleyball League! 

St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights 

The Volleyball League is a 
great way to meet new 
friends, exercise, and have a 
great time! 
 
The League is open to  
experienced and non-  
experienced ladies! 
 

Check Calendar for scheduled Open Gyms 
from 6:00p,-9:00pm 
 
Games will be played on Sunday  
afternoons. 
 
To register, come to an open gym 
or contact  us at 
saintmarygirlsvolleyball@virginmaryoc.org  

See you on the court! 
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Annual Christmas Retreat Annual Christmas Retreat Annual Christmas Retreat Annual Christmas Retreat     
    
    

SAVE THE DATE!!!SAVE THE DATE!!!SAVE THE DATE!!!SAVE THE DATE!!!    
December 26 December 26 December 26 December 26 ----    December 28December 28December 28December 28    

Start making payments NOW!!!Start making payments NOW!!!Start making payments NOW!!!Start making payments NOW!!!    
    

We will be accepting monthly payments starting TODAY!  
See Orieb Sweis or Suhail Rihani to make payments  

 
 

The average cost of the retreat is approximately $200.00 

per person (subject to change)   
  
 

 

 
 

 

Any questions….see Father Malek or Elaine Riadi 
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Weekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly Synaxarion    

 On August 26 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate 

the holy Martyrs Adrian and Natalia, who were husband and wife. 

Adrian was the head of the Praetorium and a pagan, and Natalia was 

secretly a Christian. Both were young and lived together in marriage 

for only thirteen months until martyrdom. When the nefarious Emper-

or Maximian visited Nicomedia, he ordered that Christians be seized 

and tortured. In a cave near the city, 23 Christians were hidden. 

Someone reported them to the authorities and they were cruelly 

flogged with oxen whips and rods and then cast into prison. Adrian 

observed these people, tortured but patient. He asked them what they 

expected from God for so many tortures endured. They spoke to him 

concerning the blessedness of the righteous in the Kingdom of God. 

Hearing this and, again observing these people, Adrian, at once, 

turned to the scribe and said to him: “Write down my name with these 

saints; I also am a Christian.” Learning of this, Natalia greatly re-
joiced and when Adrian, with the others, sat chained in prison, she 

came and administered to all of them. When they flogged and tor-

tured her husband, Natalia encouraged him to endure to the end. After 

lengthy tortures and imprisonment, Adrian, with the 23 honorable 

men, gave up the spirit in martyrdom. A few days later, Adrian ap-

peared to Natalia in light and beauty and called her to come to God, 

and she peacefully gave up her spirit. On this day, we also commemo-

rate the Venerable Joasaph, prince of India; and Venerable Adrian of 
Ondrutsov. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have 

mercy upon us. Amen. 


