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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)

April 22, 2012

Sunday of St. Thomas (l}I ew Sunday)
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CHRIST is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

12147 S. Cicero Avenue, Alsip, IL 60803
Phone : (708) 239-0004 Fax : (708) 221-6449
WWW.VIrgInmaryoc.org

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: frmousa@gmail.com
Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrihani @hotmail.com
Dn. Saed Rihani - cell phone: (773) 454-2191, email: srihani6 @cs.com

Weekly Schedule of Services

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Great Vespers

Sunday: 9:15 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study

(Confessions by Appointment)
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Welcome to the Church of the Virgin Mary! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greet-
ings to you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at
home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the
ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God

bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.
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Clergy, Parish Council, Committees, and Ministries

Parish Clergy:

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor
Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani

Rev. Dn. Saed Rihani
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis

Parish Council:

Presiding Officer
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad
Chairman

Fadi Abu Manneh
Vice Chairman
Rashid Sweis
Treasurer

Abdullah Tadros
Financial Secretary
Samer Tadros
Secretary

Abeer Khouri
Council Members:
George Barakat
Maher Ibrahim

CJ Kari

Bassam Salman

Faris Samawi

Ramzi Sweis

Committees:

Altar / Liturgics

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani
PLC 2012

Abdullah Tadros & CJ Kari
Expansion & Maintenance
Luai Sweiss

Fundraising & Stewardship
Rashid Sweis & Bassam Salman
Financial

Abdullah Tadros
Communication

Abeer Khouri

Constitution

Ramzi Sweis

Humanitarian

Shireen Salman

Ushering

Fadi Abu Manneh

Web Master

Sana Sweis

Office Secretary
Katia Haddad

Organizations and Ministries:

Sunday School Director

Omar Sweiss

Sunday School Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

Ladies Guild President
Kholoud Swais

Ladies Guild Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

Fellowship President

Khalil Haddad

Fellowship Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

SOYO President

Hadeel Sweis

SOYO Adyvisor

Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani
SOYO Spiritual Director

Fr. Malek Rihani

Handmaids of the Lord
Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad
Handmaids Spiritual Director
Fr. Malek Rihani

Choir Director

Michael Rascia

Chanter

Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi

Church Hall Rental - Call: 708-691-0827 or email: katiahaddad @virginmaryoc.org
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CHRIST is Risen! Indeed He is Risenl!
Lol b Gl Blal) gy, cagally cigall 5 gy, lgal) G (e al gransal)
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the

tombs bestowing life!

Changes in the Liturgy
u.u\.\ﬁ\ Q,A’ Q))...\:u'."\

First Antiphon

Shout with joy to God, all the earth. Sing to
His name; give glory to His praises.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Saviour save us!

Say to God: “How awesome are thy works.”
Let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to
Thee.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Saviour save us!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Saviour save us!
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Second Antiphon

May God have mercy upon us, and bless us,
and may He cause His face to shine upon us,
and have mercy on us.

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the
dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia!

That thy way may be known upon earth, thy
salvation among all nations. Let the peoples
give thanks to Thee, O God; let all the peoples
give thanks to Thee.

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the
dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia!

May God bless us, and may all the ends of the
earth fear Him.

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the
dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.

0 only-begotten Son, etc.
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Third Antiphon AN L gduiy

Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered, al-ﬂ‘ (w0 opiaria g 4lac) & g 4 a%‘j
and let those who hate Him flee from his face. g

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down | &gl Cigall phigy «ipad) o (0 f,uf resual)
death by death, and upon those in the tombs, .
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Christ is risen, etc. ol
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This is the day which the Lord has made; let us L —
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Megalynarion (Tone One)
O most radiant lamp, the Theotokos, the immeasurable honor, which is more
exalted than all creatures, with praises do we magnify thee.

WS
sl - gna b el as ol aligl b sl
Koinonikon (Communion Hymn)

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise thy God, O Zion. Alleluia!

(Shb .é)A) neﬁ " nu dg)s ’u i)m Sén C)A YJ-\J
Instead of ‘““We have seen the true light”,
we sing “Christ is Risen” (Once)
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Changes in the Liturgy
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Entrance Hymn (Tone Two)
In the gathering places, bless ye God the Lord from the springs of Is-
rael. Save us O Son of God, Who art Risen from the dead, who sing
unto thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Sunday of St. Thomas (Tone Seven)

While the tomb was sealed, Thou didst shine forth from it, O Light. While the
doors were closed, Thou didst come in to Thy Disciples, O Christ God, Res-
urrection of all, renewing in us through them an upright spirit, according to

the greatness of Thy mercy.
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Kontakion of Easter (Tone Eight)

Though thou, O deathless One, didst descend into the grave, thou
didst destroy the power of hell and, as Victor, thou didst rise again, O
Christ our God. Thou didst greet the ointment-bearing women,
saying, Rejoice! Thou didst bestow peace upon Thy Disciples, and
resurrection upon those that are fallen.
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Epistle of St. Thomas
Lagh (puaBl) sl Allea )

Great is our Lord, and great is his power!
Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good!
The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles (5:12-20).

In those days, many signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands of
the Apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. None of the rest dared
join them, but the people held them in high honor. And more than ever believers were
added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women, so that they even carried out the
sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, that as Peter came by at least his
shadow might fall on some of them. The people also gathered from the towns around
Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all
healed. But the high priest rose up and all who were with him, that is, the party of the
Sadducees, and filled with jealousy they arrested the apostles and put them in the com-
mon prison. But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought
them out and said, “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of
this Life.”
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Gospel of the Sunday of St. Thomas
Lagh (o8l aaY Jaasdy)

The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to St. John (20:19-31).

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the disciples
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were
glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘“Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, even so I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins
of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see in his hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in the mark of the
nails, and place my hand in his side, I will not believe.” Eight days later, his disciples were again
in the house, and Thomas was with them. The doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among
them, and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side; do not be faithless but believing.” Tho-
mas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.” Now Jesus did many
other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are writ-
ten that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may
have life in his name.
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to
provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-
pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service.
What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-
ship among our community.

Hospitality Teams
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy
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Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 5.9¢-allg (wlaall

04/22: Emile and Eideh Haddad & Family ABladly s e s Jual :04/22
04/29: Amjad Sweiss & Family ALy aysa 2l :04/29
05/06: Bishara Sweis & Family ilally (s soa 3)L5 :05/06

e —————— — e .

Epistle Readers:
Today: English - Rachel Tadros, Arabic - Mansoura Khouri
Next Week: English - Elaine Riadi, Arabic - Mazen Ammari
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04/22: Team A (Captain Jordan Rihani): Odei Sweis, Yousif Saigh, Jimmy Salman, Jai Riske, Sean
Rihani, Daniel Al- Nemrti, Joseph Sweis, Matthew Ibrahim, Gabe Corey, Sam Corey, David Sweis
04/29: Team B (Captain Ramiz Riadi): Rami Sweis, , Yazen Swaiss, Anthony Rihani, Saleem
Swais, Sharbel Samawi, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Fallouh, Louis Corey, Alexander Corey

0 5/06 Team C (Captain Murad Salman): Omar Nemvri, Mathew Nemri, Samer Sweis , Elia Sweiss,
Simon Tadros, , George Corey, Woody Corey, Mark Sweis
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“Biblc Verse of the Wéck”

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.
Luke 19:10
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Parisih Neaws

y  |Our deepest and sincere condolences to the Sweis family on the loss of Sweis Sweis
.| (Abu Odeh) who departed this life in California. May the Lord give rest to the soul of
His servant Sweis, and may He give peace and comfort to his family. May his memory

be eternal!
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Our deepest and sincere condolences to the Salman family on the loss of Siham Michael
Salman who departed this life in Jordan. May the Lord give rest to the soul of His hand- |"ic:
maid Siham, and may He give peace and comfort to her family. May her memory be

eternal!
Jhs ) L,’J\.u pr¥eniagh! usm o el Jilise eL@_u gy labus Alile 1 Ligjlas
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Congratulations to Khalil Hanna Sweis and Eleni Anagnopoulos who are being
united in Holy Matrimony today. May-God grant them many years of health and
happiness together. Mabrouk!

2l A sl glaaty O Gaslergialil by Gagses U il ) Ll
1y 00 Bae (il saledls Aaall Lagaiay of d) Ol . (puaial

Congratulations to Bisher Elias Hanania and Amanda Ousama Makhamre on their
engagement today. May God grant them many years of health and happiness to-
gether. Mabrouk!

Leganiay () ) Jlos . Lagin ghad dualiag UAIAA Lobod Jailfy Wit ) i ) Lt.ul.@_\
1&g ya w3ae Cpiad Baladly daall
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Join St. Mary’s Spring Basketball
League! You must be at least 16

years of age or older. We have a
fine program planned and we welcome you to join
us. We are currently accepting registration and we
anticipate the league will start mid-April, after Pas-
cha. The games will be played at St. Mary Orthodox
Church, 6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463.
The start times will vary, and are to be determined,
pending final registration counts. At the present
time, games are slated to be played weekday eve-
nings, or weekend afternoons. Please spread the
word quickly and encourage others to sign-up as
well. We look forward to your participation in the
2012 Spring Basketball League.

If you have any questions please call Samer Tadros at
708.289.6982 or samertadros78@gmail.com.




Pe a vaice fon the babies...

Behold,
% .

cenhnds May [ Bdh
to benefit the

Giving is as easy as 1-2-3:
1. Pick up baby bottles after Divine Liturgy on
rour parish’s bottle distribution dates.
2. Take the bottles home and drop in your spare
change.
3. Return filled bottles through Mavy 20th at the
drop-off location designated by your parish.

the fruuit of the womb
o Flis newavedd.
Posabm 7127 -3

“[Mary] entered the house of Zachariah and
greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the
greeting of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb;
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and
she exclaimed with a loud cry. Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
'womb! And why is this granted me. that the

hold, when the voice of your greeting came to my
ears. the babe in my womb leaped for joy.™
Luke 1:40-44

“With the loving guidance and leadership of His Grace Bishop Demetrios of Mokissos, Chancellor of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Chicage, along with the enthusiastic support of
fellow Orthodox Bishops across several jurisdictions of the Midwest, Orthodox Christians for Life-Chicago is drawing closer to realizing their long-time dream of opening the first
Orthodox Christian maternity home for pregnant women in crisis to be located in the Midwest. The maternity home will be called the Martha and Mary House and will be modeled af-
ter the Martha and Mary House location in Escondido, CA.

At the Martha and Mary House, we plan to offer practical, emotional and spiritual support during that crucial period of the mother's life, while providing residential housing, with
privacy and confidentiality. As @ Martha and Mary House 'Daughter’ she will experience Orthodox family-style living with resident House Mothers or House Parents, and a daily
schedule that includes work, study and morning and evening prayer.

We will wel P in erisis of all ethnie, cultural, religious and social backgrounds. While at Martha and Mary House, we plan for them to pursue a program of study
or vocational training, be actively or be employed. They will share resp ibility for h. k ing duties, live by the House Rules and participate in Martha and
Mary House programs which include Brbfe stud'y and Church attendance, pre-natal and birthing classes, and career and open adoption counseling.

OCLife-Chicage has obtained a 501¢3 status as a "Pan-Orthodox Ministry” under the "Omoforion” of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Chicago. His Grace Bishep Demetrios of
is our guidi hepherd in this ministry. For more information contact Fr.Nicholas Jonas, OCLife-Chicago Spiritual Director at frnwj@& aol.com or Mr. Nicholas Cavaligos, OCLife
-Chicago president at cavalisos@comecast.net” : ;

Any questions please contact Grace Preyma Riske
Grace @GraceRiske.com or 630-532-8640
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Thursday, May 10th, 2012

v v
H 6:00pm Cocktails/7:00pm Dinner A
| ROSEWOOD RESTAURANT AND BANQUETS
é.“g:? 9421W Higgins Road * Rosemont, IL. 60018 é.‘éé
4| KEYNOTE SPEAKER: A|
é’? Rada K. Tierney, IOCC Communications Manager é’?
» A
s IOCC ¢
2 e
%;’ -;’
és 20TH ANNIVERSARY WWW.10CC.0Tg é;
M Tickets are $125 per person M
355 Please RSVP by April 30, 2012 £33
X All proceeds from this event will benefit IOCC'’s X
S humanitarian relief fund S
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For tickets please see Grace Preyma Riske
grace @graceriske.com or 630-532-8640
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201 2 Midwest Parish Life Conference

Diocese of loledo & the Midwest

ntiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

m&w M%%WW'

Potola raa oV
1909 Sprlng Road
Oak Brook, IL 60523 =

DOUBLETREE

e ST s

*PLC Room Rate Ends June 6
9l ISHEXES)

|

QO

) (

DOUPIESIONXING
PLC Room Rate Code: CVM
800-222-8733
OR

DoubleTreeOakBrook.com

See www.VirginMaryOC.org for event information!
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Midwest Parish Life Conference 2012

Commemorative Journal
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

Church of the Virgin Mary, Alsip, IL, Host Parish
—e June 27 - July 1, 2012

Would you like to commemorate
someone special, living or dead?
Would you like to advertise your
business or company to
hundreds and hundreds

$200 - $1500 of people?

DEADLINE FOR AD MATERIAL Would you like to
AND DONATION IS simply give thanks to a group or
MAY1, 2012 individual?

Questions? Contact Isa Riadi
(219-985-4433) or you can email
adbook2012@aol.com
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Weeklﬂ 53naxarion

On April 22 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate
our righteous father Theodore of Sykeon, bishop of Anastasiopolis;
Apostle Nathanael; Martyr Nearchos; Vsevolod, prince of Pskov;
and the Martyr Epipodios of Lyons. On this day, the second Sunday
of Pascha, we inaugurate the celebration of Christ’s Resurrection,
and the occasion whereon the Holy Apostle Thomas touched the
Savior’s side. This day is called New Sunday, Thomas Sunday or
Anti-Pascha. The last term means “in place of Pascha”, because Tho-
mas did not hear of Christ’s Resurrection and disbelieved it. We re-
member his doubt but do not repeat it. After this Sunday, the Church
dedicates Sunday to the Resurrection. As the Disciples were gath-
ered together on the Sunday following the Resurrection, Jesus en-
tered and greeted them in His usual way, saying, “Peace be unto
you.” Then He showed them His hands, feet and side. Jesus ate be-
fore His Disciples and reassured them of His Resurrection. How-
ever, Thomas was not with them at that time, and insisted upon see-
ing the Savior’s scars—the print of the nails in His hands and feet,
and the spear in His side—before he would believe that Jesus was
risen. The Master told Thomas to see and feel. Then Thomas imme-
diately cried out, “My Lord and my God!” But Jesus tells His Disci-
ples, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.” This
also clearly illustrates the two Natures of Christ: the human and the
divine. By the intercessions of Thine Apostle Thomas, O Christ our
God, have mercy on us. Amen.
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