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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 
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Clergy, Parish Council , Committees, and Ministries 

Welcome to the Church of the Virgin Mary!  We extend our warmest and heartfelt greet-

ings to you and your family.  If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at  

home.   After all, we are gathered together in our Father's house.  Please see one of the 

ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information.  May God 

bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Dearly Beloved,                April 15th, 2012 

 

Christ is Risen!!!   

 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish each and every one of you a 

blessed Feast of the Resurrection. We remember today our Lord's glorious vic-

tory over sin and death. But let us not forget the means by which He became vic-

torious:  by willingly sacrificing Himself for us on the cross, when we least de-

served it.  Let us on this glorious day rededicate ourselves to God and to one an-

other. And remember, if we are to be resurrected like Christ when we die, we 

must crucify our will by sacrificing and denying ourselves for each other. There 

can be no resurrection if there is no sacrifice. 

 

 

God bless you!   

 

Christ is Risen! 

 

Fr. Mousa & Fr. Malek 
 

:���
�� �������,  
��; :���
�! 

 

"�.�  <����; "�2 ��
� <"��  =�
 *�
��

 ����
�
� '�� �
�>
 %� " 
  . �8

� ����
 � �
�
( �
�  ���74
� *�2 �
"��
 ��?@$�
�  .�8�
) A�� *�

 + %� �
��2  : %0� �8�
) "�


%������ ��C %�
 ��
�� �
�.� %� 6��8
� *�2 ��2 7 D�?
� *��E  . ����
�
� '�3�
F	�
� �
E	�
  9 �
�?
� G!��$
 %� �
��2  . (� �+� %� � �
 %� �
"�� ��) �

0� � �����

:���
��  ,F	�
� �
E	� =.� %� �
�?
� ��

  �
�"���ٕ  �
�?
� 6�8
 %� �
��2  . ����; +
���E� % "�. 

 

������$� 9� !��; :���
�! 
 

 6I�  "�"� *� � 6I��
���� J
�� 



 

5 



 

6 

�	��
 ��������
 

 KDK�����
 ��".� � 72� KD K��+ � �� #� L KF�I� #M��. �� K9 � ���. 
 ����� ����� �� � 	!
 �"�	
� �#����$%! 

 J�
 #% "�.��� KF�I� ��� %� #� N=�� L #J�
����2� #6���� ��� K9 � 
 ;
��	
� �3�� #JK��+ #% ���� . 

 ����� ����� �� � 	!
 �"�	
� �#����$%! 
 ����" *��
�ٕ  %� � =���  %O� G"�����
� P ���
�  %���Q�  6R��
 "��.�����
�

%��S %���S"
�. 
����� ����� �� � 	!
 �"�	
� �#����$%! 

First Antiphon 

Shout with joy to God, all the earth.  Sing to His name; 

give glory to His praises. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour 

save us! 

Say to God:  “How awesome are thy works.”  Let all the 

earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour 

save us! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour 

save us! 
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Second Antiphon 

May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He 

cause His face to shine upon us, and have mercy on us. 

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, 

who sing to thee, Alleluia! 
That thy way may be known upon earth, thy salvation 

among all nations.  Let the peoples give thanks to Thee, O 

God; let all the peoples give thanks to Thee. 

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, 

who sing to thee, Alleluia! 
May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear 

Him. 

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, 

who sing to thee, Alleluia! 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

O only-begotten Son, etc. 
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Third Antiphon 

Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered, and let 

those who hate Him flee from his face. 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by 

death, and upon those in the tombs, bestowing life! 
As smoke vanishes, let them vanish; as wax melts before 

the fire. 

Christ is risen, etc. 
So let the sinners perish before God, but let the righteous 

rejoice. 

Christ is risen, etc. 
This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice 

and be glad in it. 

Christ is risen, etc. 
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Entrance Hymn (Tone Two) 
In the gathering places, bless ye God the Lord from the springs of Israel.  

Save us O Son of God, Who art Risen from the dead, who sing unto thee:  Alleluia!  
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Paschal Troparion  (Tone Five) 
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death,  

and upon those in the tombs, bestowing life! 
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Hypakoe of Easter (Tone Four) 
They who were with Mary came before the dawn, found the stone rolled away from the sepulcher, 

and heard the angels say unto them, Why seek ye him as man with the dead, who dwells in light 

eternal? Behold the grave wrappings; make haste and declare to the world that the Lord is risen, and 

hath caused death to die; for he is the Son of God, the Savior of mankind.  
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Kontakion of Easter (Tone Eight) 

Though thou, O deathless One, didst descend into the grave, thou didst destroy the power of hell 

and, as Victor, thou didst rise again, O Christ our God.  Thou didst greet the ointment-bearing 

women, saying, Rejoice! Thou didst bestow peace upon Thy Disciples, and resurrection upon those 

that are fallen.  

( �� + %#� �� <��; *
) #(
,
 #(
� %�
  .D
Q� :���
� �3�� ���
�C #(�$;  K���.
� #�� ; #(�7� #J
� +) . K� �
�
 
���
� #(��  #J�$�$�
  #%���� #(�; K6�7
� K(����
� .����
� #%�	;� 
� #:
�� ��. 

 
Instead of the Trisagion Hymn we sing: 

As many as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia!  
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Epistle of Pascha  

This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his mercy endures forever! 

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles (1:1-8). 
In the first book, O Theophilos, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 

until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commandment through the 

Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.  To them he presented himself alive 

after his passion by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days, and speaking 

of the kingdom of God.  And while staying with them he charged them not to depart 

from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard 

from me, for John baptized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit.” So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will 

you at this time restore the kingdom of Israel?”  He said to them, “It is not for you to 

know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by his own authority.  But you shall 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my wit-

nesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.”  

 

 N6�
� $D#	#
 #8 /�
� $� �
�  � ���,  KD� U=�3�
  UP�?
��! 
 W:
�8 $D
X� !6��
 � ���2� , $D���� K"�I� *
�ٕ ! 

**�=4�
 -+����
	
 �)���*	
 �)���> +� ?)�6 (1:1B8)* 
��3�� $��!��	��  ��3�$�� #��	�#� $Y ��� #�"����� ���
� K� �I� KM��. �� $G$��� �Z �� #= � I� #���
� $(01
� "; �
)  * *�
)

��$���?�7�8� #%����
� #=$�N�
� KG$"$�
� KP �
�� * #8 � %� K"U	#� U%K� KD�� #" K	 #8 /�
� K� �
�  * ���E�� ��$���� #%����
�
 K( �������� NV�#��4�� ����� ��$3�$��!����$�  ���� �� #%�	��� #��"� �3
 \#�����  �  <���Z� #%������ KDK�N
0#� #"	� ���� $D#�?


9�  * /��
� K6O� #"� K2 �� � �� K@���
� =�� #������ #1 #� � %� K� � � $�#����#� + %� ��$���8 � ��$3�	�� WM�����.��  � ���� 
�
� $' $�$�	��  * <����Z���� K����I� K'��� #"�	�� + KG$"�
� KP �
�� #% $"��#	$��� ��
� ���  K���
�� #"��#2 �
� � �%X� *

 #=�����) *
) #J�$�
� �"$�#� K%��,
� ��� ��� N6� �� #%����; #% 	��.�
� $D#
0��  * � ��K�	#� %� ��
 #G�
 �3
 #=���
 KDK
�7�$� �� $6O� �3#�#	 #. ��
� #(�; I�  � #�
�,I� * ��$������2 KG$"�$��
� KP ��
� K= ������ ��� �; #% �
��
��� �$��
�


 KF�I� *8;� *
�ٕ  K�����
�  K���" 3�
� KM��. ��  #���1#� � �� ��" 31 �
 #% 
 �� .  



 

9 

����	
 ���	
 ��� )���!
 
Gospel of Pascha  

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. John (1:1-17). 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through him, and without 

him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light 

of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to 

bear witness to the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, 

but was to bear witness to the light. The true light that enlightens every man was 

coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 

yet the world knew him not. He came to his own, and his own received him not. But 

to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become chil-

dren of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will 

of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace 

and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. John 

bore witness to him, and cried, “This is he of whom I said, ‘he who comes after me 

ranks before me, for he was before me.’” And from his fullness have we all re-

ceived, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ.  
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Megalynarion (Tone One) 

The angel spake to her that is full of grace, saying: O pure Virgin, rejoice. And I say 

also, Rejoice. For thy Son is risen from the tomb on the third day. 

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem; for the glory of the Lord hath risen upon thee.  Re-

joice and exult now, O Zion; and thou, O Pure One, Theotokos, rejoice at the resur-

rection of thy Son!  
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Koinonikon (Tone Eight) 

 Receive ye the Body of Christ; taste ye the Fountain of Immortality. Alleluia!  
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Instead of “We have seen the true light”, we sing “Christ is Risen” (Once)  
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Instead of “Blessed be the Name of the Lord”, we sing “Christ is Risen” (thrice)  
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The Paschal Sermon of St. John Chrysostom 
 

If any man is devout and loves God, let him enjoy this fair and radiant triumphal feast! If 

any man is a wise servant, let him rejoicing enter into the joy of his Lord. If any has la-

bored long in fasting, let him now receive his recompense. If any has worked from the 

first hour, let him today receive his just reward. If any has come at the third hour, let him 

with thankfulness keep the feast. If any has arrived at the sixth hour, let him have no mis-

givings; because he shall in no wise be deprived because of it. If any has delayed until 

the ninth hour, let him draw near, fearing nothing. And if any has tarried even until the 

eleventh hour, let him, also, be not alarmed at his tardiness. For the Lord, who is jealous 

of his honor, will accept the last even as the first. He gives rest to him who comes at the 

eleventh hour, even as to him who has worked from the first hour. And He shows mercy 

upon the last, and cares for the first; and to the one He gives, and upon the other He be-

stows gifts. And He both accepts the deeds, and welcomes the intention, and honors the 

acts and praises the offering. 
 

Therefore, enter all into the joy of your Lord; receive your reward, both the first, and 

likewise the second. You rich and poor together, hold high festival! You sober and you 

heedless, honor the day! Rejoice today, both you who have fasted and you who have dis-

regarded the fast. The table is full-laden; feast you all sumptuously. The calf is fatted; let 

no one go hungry away. Enjoy you all the feast of faith: receive you all the riches of lov-

ing-kindness. 
 

Let no one bewail his poverty, for the universal Kingdom has been revealed. Let no one 

weep for his iniquities, for pardon has shown forth from the grave. Let no one fear death, 

for the Savior's death has set us free. He that was held prisoner of it has annihilated it. By 

descending into Hell, He made Hell captive. He embittered it when it tasted of His flesh. 

And Isaiah, foretelling this, cried:  

 

Hell was embittered when it encountered Thee in the lower regions. It was embittered, 

for it was abolished. It was embittered, for it was mocked. It was embittered, for it was 

slain. It was embittered, for it was overthrown. It was embittered, for it was fettered in 

chains. It took a body, and met God face to face. It took earth, and encountered Heaven. 

It took that which was seen, and fell upon the unseen. 
 

O Death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your victory? Christ is risen (Indeed He is 

Risen!), and you are overthrown! Christ is risen (Indeed He is Risen!), and the demons 

are fallen! Christ is risen (Indeed He is Risen!), and the angels rejoice! Christ is risen 

(Indeed He is Risen!), and life reigns! Christ is risen (Indeed He is Risen!), and not one 

dead remains in the grave. For Christ, being risen from the dead, has become the first-

fruits of those who have fallen asleep. To Him be glory and dominion unto ages of ages. 

Amen. 
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service. 

What better way  to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, 

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-

ship among our community. 

Hospitality Teams 
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy 

Holy Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee Hour    "�=
	
� 8
�
	
 
04/15: Fr. Mousa and Delia Haddad & Family 04/15 :����	
�  "�"� ��
�"  *� � 6+� 

04/21: Emile and Eideh Haddad & Family 04/21 :����	
�  "�"� �"�2  =��� 

04/29: Amjad Sweiss & Family 04/29 :����	
�  V� 8 ".�� 

Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:    
Today: Today: Today: Today: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Angela Sweis, Angela Sweis, Angela Sweis, Angela Sweis, ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Khaled SalmanKhaled SalmanKhaled SalmanKhaled Salman    

Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Rachel Tadros, Rachel Tadros, Rachel Tadros, Rachel Tadros, ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Mansoura KhouriMansoura KhouriMansoura KhouriMansoura Khouri    

Altar Server Ministry:Altar Server Ministry:Altar Server Ministry:Altar Server Ministry:    
0 4/15 0 4/15 0 4/15 0 4/15 Team C (Captain Murad SalmanTeam C (Captain Murad SalmanTeam C (Captain Murad SalmanTeam C (Captain Murad Salman): ): ): ): Omar Nemri, Mathew Nemri, Samer Sweis , Elia Sweiss, 
Simon Tadros, , George Corey, Woody Corey, Mark Sweis 
04/22: 04/22: 04/22: 04/22: Team A (Captain  Jordan Rihani)Team A (Captain  Jordan Rihani)Team A (Captain  Jordan Rihani)Team A (Captain  Jordan Rihani): : : : Odei Sweis, Yousif Saigh, Jimmy Salman, Jai Riske, Sean 
Rihani, Daniel Al- Nemri, Joseph Sweis, Matthew Ibrahim, Gabe Corey, Sam Corey, David Sweis 
04/29: 04/29: 04/29: 04/29: Team B (Captain  Ramiz Riadi)Team B (Captain  Ramiz Riadi)Team B (Captain  Ramiz Riadi)Team B (Captain  Ramiz Riadi): : : : Rami Sweis, , Yazen Swaiss, Anthony Rihani, Saleem 
Swais, Sharbel Samawi, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Fallouh, Louis Corey, Alexander Corey 

“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”    
And Jesus Christ our Lord was shown to be the Son of God when God powerfully raised him from the dead by means of 

the Holy Spirit. Through Christ, God has given us the privilege and authority to tell Gentiles everywhere what God has 

done for them, so that they will believe and obey him, bringing glory to his name. 
Romans 1:4-5 
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All Food for Hungry people coin boxes are due back to 

church by Easter. Please turn in your box to Rita Sweiss, 

Orieb Sweis or Kh.Delia Haddad. Thank you and God's 

bless you! 

Our deepest and sincere condolences to the Samawi family on the loss of Raed Fayeg 

Samawi who departed this life in Jordan. He is the first cousin of Faris Samawi. May 

the Lord give rest to the soul of His servant Raed, and may He give peace and comfort 

to his family. May his memory be eternal! 

 *
� =��
� /�
� / ��� G��� �2 %�� / ��� c��� "��� ��� � / ��� ����2 *
� �
�,�	�
%"�+� �� *
�	� D����  .%� ��
�  ��8
� D� � �3��  %���"�
� A�8� �� D�?
 6��� %� 9� =0�
 .

 ��"�_� '��� %����! 

Through a generous gift of the Francis Maria Foundation for Justice and Peace, 
the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America will once again 
grant several scholarships in the amount of $2,500 to students attending an ac-

credited College. Scholarships will be granted each July. Completed 2012 
Francis Maria Scholarship Application and all supporting documenta-
tion must be postmarked by May 15, 2012 and received by May 22. 
http://www.teensoyo.org/Pages/Scholarships.aspx.  

Congratulations to Geries and Jana Fakhoury on the baptism of their son Salem. 

Many years to Salem, his parents and the entire family. Mabrouk! 
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IOCC's 18th Annual PanOrthodox Grand 

Banquet & Silent Auction  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, May 10th, 2012 
6:00pm Cocktails/7:00pm Dinner 

ROSEWOOD RESTAURANT AND BANQUETS 
9421 W Higgins Road • Rosemont, IL 60018 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 
Rada K. Tierney, IOCC Communications Manager 

IOCC 

 

20TH ANNIVERSARY www.iocc.org 
Tickets are $125 per person 

Please RSVP by April 30, 2012 
All proceeds from this event will benefit IOCC’s 

humanitarian relief fund 
 

 

 

 For tickets please see Grace Preyma Riske  
grace@graceriske.com or 630-532-8640 
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Join St. Mary’s Spring Basketball 
League! You must be at least 16 

years of age or older. We have a 
fine program planned and we welcome you to join 
us. We are currently accepting registration and we 
anticipate the league will start mid-April, after Pas-

cha. The games will be played at St. Mary Orthodox 
Church, 6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463. 
The start times will vary, and are to be determined, 

pending final registration counts. At the present 
time, games are slated to be played weekday eve-
nings, or weekend afternoons. Please spread the 
word quickly and encourage others to sign-up as 

well. We look forward to your participation in the 
2012 Spring Basketball League.  

 
If you have any questions please call Samer Tadros at 

708.289.6982 or samertadros78@gmail.com. 
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For any questions contact Grace Preyma Riske Grace@GraceRiske.com or 630-532-8640  
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Midwest Parish Life Conference 2012 
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Paschal Greeting in Different Languages 

 
English: Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen! 

��; :���
� !��; ����!Arabic: Al Maseeh Qam! Haqqan Qam!  

Greek: Christos Anesti! Alithos Anesti! 

Russian: Khristos voskres! Voistinu voskres! 

Romanian: Hristos a Inviat! Adeverat a Inviat! 

Spanish: Cristo ha resucitado! Verdaderamente ha resucitado! 

Coptic: Pikhirstof aftonf! Khen o methni aftonf! 

French: Christ est Ressuscité! En Vérité, Il est Ressuscité! 

Hebrew: Ha Mashiyach qam! Ken hoo qam! 

Italian: Cristo č risorto! Č veramente risorto! 

Latin: Christus resurrexit! Vere resurrexit! 

Polish: Khristus Zmartvikstau! Zaiste Zmartvikstau! 

Portugese: Christo Ressuscitou! Em Verdade Ressuscitou! 

Serbian: Hristos Vaskrese! Vaistinu Vaskrese! 

Syriac: Meshiha qam! Bashrira qam! 

Albanian: Krishti Ungjall! Vertete Ungjall! 

Armenian: Christos harjav i merelotz! Orhniale harutjun Christosi! 

Chinese: Helisituosi fuhuole! Queshi fuhuole! 

Czech: Kristus vstal zmrtvy'ch! Skutec ne vstal! 

Dutch: Christus is opgestaan! Hij is waarlijk opgestaan! 

Estonian: Kristus on surnuist ülestőusnud! Tőesti ülestőusnud! 

Finnish: Kristus nousi Kuolleista! Totisesti Nousi! 

Gaelic: Erid Krist! G'deya! n erid she! 

Georgian: Kriste aghsdga! Cheshmaritad aghsdga! 

Hungarian: Krisztus feltámadt! Valóban feltámadt! 

Japanese: Harisutosu Fukkatsu! Jitsu Ni Fukkatsu! 

Norwegian: Kristus er oppstanden! Han er sannelig opstanden! 

Slovak: Kristus vstal zmr'tvych! Skutoc ne vstal! 

Swedish: Kristus är upstĺnden! Ja, Han är sannerligen uppstĺnden! 

Ukranian: Kristos Voskres! Voistinu Voskres! 


