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= of North America
“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)

April 8, 2012

Palm Sunday
Ol aal

12147 S. Cicero Avenue, Alsip, IL 60803
Phone : (708) 239-0004 Fax : (708) 221-6449
WWW.VIrginmaryoc.org

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: frmousa@gmail.com
Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrihani @hotmail.com
Dn. Saed Rihani - cell phone: (773) 454-2191, email: srihani6 @cs.com

Weekly Schedule of Services

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Great Vespers

Sunday: 9:15 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study

&




Welcome to the Church of the Virgin Mary! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greet-
ings to you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at
home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the
ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God

bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.

pda ilS 13 L a5lald) Apalal Ll 2SDSlaly 181 360 o L tayye o lydall 4 6 o) Slal
N I PRGN Y PR E¥¥ RENVRPNPR IS I P PRV RPP T LS R P R
Sle @sind A "Gl Gilasbs 4e)) e e deadll g b A€l b (e lud) sl

Ll Aaxd sane Gid Aaaally ale axiyy oSSl Al LA glaal) il sladl)

Clergy, Parish Council, Committees, and Ministries

Parish Clergy:

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor
Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani

Rev. Dn. Saed Rihani
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis

Parish Council:

Presiding Officer
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad
Chairman

Fadi Abu Manneh
Vice Chairman
Rashid Sweis
Treasurer

Abdullah Tadros
Financial Secretary
Samer Tadros
Secretary

Abeer Khouri
Council Members:
George Barakat
Maher Ibrahim

CJ Kari

Bassam Salman

Faris Samawi

Ramzi Sweis

Committees:

Altar / Liturgics

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani
PLC 2012

Abdullah Tadros & CJ Kari
Expansion & Maintenance
Luai Sweiss

Fundraising & Stewardship
Rashid Sweis & Bassam Salman
Financial

Abdullah Tadros
Communication

Abeer Khouri

Constitution

Ramzi Sweis

Humanitarian

Shireen Salman

Ushering

Fadi Abu Manneh

Web Master

Sana Sweis

Office Secretary
Katia Haddad

Organizations and Ministries:

Sunday School Director

Omar Sweiss

Sunday School Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

Ladies Guild President
Kholoud Swais

Ladies Guild Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

Fellowship President

Khalil Haddad

Fellowship Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

SOYO President

Hadeel Sweis

SOYO Adyvisor

Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani
SOYO Spiritual Director

Fr. Malek Rihani

Handmaids of the Lord
Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad
Handmaids Spiritual Director
Fr. Malek Rihani

Choir Director

Michael Rascia

Chanter

Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi

Church Hall Rental - Call: 708-691-0827 or email: katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org
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Changes in the Liturgy

First Antiphon

I am well content: For the Lord will hear the
voice of my supplication. The anguish of death
encompassed me, the perils of hell beset me.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Savior save us!

Tribulations and sorrow have I found. And I
called on the name of the Lord. I will walk ac-
ceptably before the Lord in the Land of living.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Savior save us!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Savior save us!
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Second Antiphon

I believed, and therefore have I spoken; but I was
deeply humiliated. What shall I render unto the
Lord, for all His benefits unto me?

Save us, O Son of God, who didst sit upon the
foal of an ass, who sing unto thee, Alleluia!

I will take the cup of salvation, and I will call up-
on the Name of the Lord.

Save us, O Son of God, who didst sit upon the
foal of an ass, who sing unto thee, Alleluia!

I will pay my vows unto the Lord in the presence
of all his people.

Save us, O Son of God, who didst sit upon the
foal of an ass, who sing unto thee, Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of ag-
es. Amen.

O only-begotten Son and Word of God...
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Third Antiphon

O, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: for
His mercy endureth forever. Let the house of Israel
now say that He is good: for His mercy endureth
forever. Let the house of Aaron now say that He is
good: for His mercy endureth forever. Let all that
fear the Lord now say that He is good: for His
mercy endureth forever.
Troparion of Lazarus (Tone One)

O Christ God, when thou didst raise Lazarus from the
dead, before thy Passion, thou didst confirm the univer-
sal resurrection. Wherefore, we like babes, carry the in-
signia of triumph and victory, and cry out unto thee, O
Vanquisher of death, Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is
he that comes in the name of the Lord!
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Changes in the Liturgy
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Entrance Hynﬂn (Tone Two)
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. The Lord is God and hath appeared

unto us. Save us O Son of God, who didst sit upon the foal of an ass, who sing unto
thee, Alleluia!
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Troparion of Lazarus (Tone One)
O Christ God, when thou didst raise Lazarus from the dead, before thy Passion, thou
didst confirm the universal resurrection. Wherefore, we like babes, carry the insignia
of triumph and victory, and cry out unto thee, O Vanquisher of death, Hosanna in the
highest! Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord!
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Troparion of Palm Sunday (Tone Four)
O Christ God, when we were buried with thee in baptism, we became deserving of thy
Resurrection to immortal life. Wherefore, we praise thee, crying, Hosanna in the
highest, blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord!
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Kontakion of Palm Sunday (Tone Six)
Upborne upon the heavenly throne, and seated upon the earthly foal, O Christ our
God, receive the praises of angels and the hymns of men, exclaiming before thee,

Blessed is he that cometh to restore Adam!
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Epistle of Palm Sunday

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endures forever!
The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians (4:4-9).

Brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men
know your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about any-
thing, but in everything by prayer and supplications with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes
all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any ex-
cellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.
What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do; and the
God of peace will be with you.
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Gospel of Palm Sunday

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. John (12:1-18).

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus who
had died was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. There they made him
a supper; Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at table with him.
Mary took a pound of costly ointment of pure nard and anointed the feet of
Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the
fragrance of the ointment. But Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, one of his disci-
ples [he who was to betray Jesus], said “Why was this ointment not sold
for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” This he said, not because
he cared for the poor but because he was a thief, and as he had the money
box he used to take what was put into it. Jesus said, “Let her alone, let her
keep it for the day of my burial. The poor you always have with you, but
you do not always have me.”

When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came, not
only on account of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom Jesus had raised
from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus also to death, be-
cause on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing
in Jesus.

The next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was
coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to
meet him, crying, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord, the King of Israel!” And Jesus found a young ass and sat upon it; as
it is written, “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sit-
ting on an ass’s colt!”

His disciples did not understand this at first; but when Jesus was glorified,
then they remembered that this had been written of him and had been done
to him. The crowd that had been with Jesus when he called Lazarus out of
the tomb and raised him from the dead bore witness. The reason why the
crowd went to meet Jesus was that they heard he had done this sign.

7



Cpildd) Y eyl
Gospel of Palm Sunday
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Changes in the Liturgy

Megalynarion for Palm Sunday (Tone Four)
God the Lord hath appeared unto us; let us celebrate the Feast, and let us rejoice and
magnify Christ; and with palms and branches let us raise our voices unto him with
praise, saying, Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord our Savior.
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Koinonikon for Palm Sunday (Tone Eight)
Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord. Alleluia!
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Instead of ‘“We have seen the true light...”,
sing the Troparion of Lazarus (Tone One)
O Christ God, when thou didst raise Lazarus from the dead, before thy Passion, thou
didst confirm the universal resurrection. Wherefore, we like babes, carry the insignia
of triumph and victory, and cry out unto thee, O Vanquisher of death, Hosanna in the
highest! Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord!
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Procession of Palms
During the Palm Sunday procession after the Divine Liturgy we will sing the
Troparion of Lazarus, the Troparion of Palm Sunday, and “Holy God...” (many
times).
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Blessing of Palms

Let us Pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy!

O Lord our God, that sittest upon the Cherubim, who hast raised up the might of thine
Only-begotten Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, that through his Cross and Grave and Res-
urrection he might save the world; and at whose coming today to Jerusalem, unto his
voluntary Passion, the people that sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, taking
the symbols of victory, the boughs of trees and branches of palms, did go forth and
proclaim the Resurrection, by anticipation. Do thou, the same Lord, preserve and keep
us also who in imitation of them do bear our hands palm and boughs of trees, on this
day of the feast. And like unto those multitudes and children who offered unto thee
Hosanna, may we also in hymns and spiritual songs, attain unto the Life-giving Resur-
rection on the third day, in the same Christ Jesus our Lord, with whom thou art
blessed, together with thine all-holy, and good, and life-giving Spirit: now and ever,
and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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Lenten Prayer of
e Ephraim the sy,.i%

O Lord and Master of my life, take from me the spirit of
sloth, faint-heartedness, lust of power and 1idle talk.
(prostration)
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But give rather the spirit of chastity, humility, patience, and
love to Thy servant. (prostration)

sally Sl pllaily daall &5k e U Ele )
(Ausillas) 252415
Yea, O Lord and King, grant me to see my own sins and not

to judge my brother, for Thou art blessed unto ages of ages.
Amen. (prostration)
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to
provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service.
=N /f 777> What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,
=% ( W/{((ﬂ graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-

= é ship among our community.

Hospitality Teams
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy

et RS el

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 5.9¢-allg (wlaall

04/08: Issa Eid Sweis & Family ABlally parga e e :04/08
04/15: Fr. Mousa and Delia Haddad & Family alilally dlas Lllag use Y1 :04/15
04/21: Emile and Eideh Haddad & Family ABladls das e s Jual :04/21

Epistle Readers:
Today: English - Lana Sweis, Arabic - Asmahan Fakhouri
Next Week: English - Angela Sweis, Arabic - Khaled Salman

o e o i e e o e R e

04/08: Team B (Captain Ramiz Riadi): Rami Sweis, , Yazen Swaiss, Anthony Rihani, Saleem
Swais, Sharbel Samawi, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Fallouh, Louis Corey, Alexander Corey

0 4/15 Team C (Captain Murad Salman): Omar Nemri, Mathew Nemvri, Samer Sweis , Elia Sweiss,
Simon Tadros, , George Corey, Woody Corey, Mark Sweis

04/01 Team A (Captain Jordan Rihani): Odei Sweis, Yousif Saigh, Jimmy Salman, Jai Riske, Sean
Rihani, Daniel Al- Nemrti, Joseph Sweis, Matthew Ibrahim, Gabe Corey, Sam Corey, David Sweis
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“Bible Verse of the Wcék”

“Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you
have taken your stand. For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins accord-

ing to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.”
1 Corinthians 15:1, 3-4
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Parisih News

Fr. Mousa and Fr. Malek and their families wish a Blessed Palm Sunday to the
% beloved community of St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church!
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Holy week starts tonight with the First Bridegroom Service at 7pm here in the

Church of the Virgin Mary. Please see the detailed schedule of Holy Week in

this Bulletin. Also note that the Pascha (Easter) service will begin at 10pm Sat-

urday night. God bless! : : :
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Our deepest and sincere condolences to the Hattar family on the loss of Mary Ibrahim
(Madi) Dabbaen who departed this life in Jordan. She is the mother of Raghda Hattar
and the grandmother of Raed and Anas Hanna Khalil Hattar. May the Lord give rest to
the soul of His handmaid Mary, and may He give peace and comfort to her family.
May her memory be eternal!
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Congratulations to Laith and Nour Swaiss on the baptism of their daughter Angelina;
May God grant many years to Angelina, her parents and their entire family. Mabrouk!
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FORGET! Al| Food for Hﬁngry people coin boxes are due back to church.by
=N . : ; . .
@ (@,  Easter. Please turn in your box to Rita Sweiss, Orieb Sweis or
Kh.Delia Haddad. Thank you and God's bless you!
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Lent & Holy Week Services 2012 bzl & gy aluall ilera

February 29 Ll

:c-la..i_)‘\ﬂ

7:00pm ¢ Lsa

March 2 )3

Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y} 3ally mata 4e3 1daeal)

7:00pm ¢ Luss

March 7 )3

Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 4w (o) (ul 381 2o lay)Y)

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

March 9 )3

Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y} 3ally mada 4ed 1daeal)

7:00pm ¢ Lua

March 14 )3
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7:00pm ¢ Lusa

March 16 )3
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7:00pm ¢ Lusa

March 21 I3
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7:00pm ¢ Lusa

March 23 I3

Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y} 3ally st 4028

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

March 25 )31

Sunday: Annunciation Liturgy 8Ll el (plasl) deas

10:30am Wlua

March 28 I3

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

March 30 )3

Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y} 3ally syt 4028

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

April 7 &l

Saturday: Lazarus Saturday Liturgy el G aladll

10:30am Wlua

April 8 &l

Sunday: Palm Sunday Liturgy (iladdl pal (alasl) daad taal)

Sunday: Ist Bridegroom Service (s¥) ciall zaaY)

10:30am Wlua

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

April 9l

Monday: 2nd Bridegroom Service 4pGll cpall @)

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

April 10 o)l

Tuesday: 3rd Bridegroom Service 4Gl :3adl 1o B

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

April 11 Gl

Wednesday: Holy Unction Service (miall cuill 83ba olay J\j\

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

April 12 o)l

Thursday: Divine Liturgy of St. Basil adaall (e salaily (ulad £ pusadd)

Thursday: 12 Passion Gospels «alally Jaail 12 43 1 uadll

10:30am Wlua

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

April 13 ()l

Friday: Royal Hours <ile bl 4eaa tdzaal)
Friday: Taking Down From the Cross < shaall J)3) deas 1dxaal)
Friday: Lamentations geusall jlia :dzeall
(GOOD FRIDAY All-Night VIGIL to follow all 4. ygus)

10:30am Wlua
3:00pm ¢ e

7:00pm ¢ Lua

April 14 ol

Saturday: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil _sill Cuuws (alad )

Saturday: Rush Procession & Matins followed by Paschal Liturgy

10:30am alua

10:00pm ¢ Luse

April 15 ol

Sunday: Agape Vespers at St. George Cicero <aselll 83ua 12aY)

11:00am slua
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YOU ARE INVITED TO

OUR ANNUAL

HOLY FRIDAY VIG

When. Friday April 13th, 2012
Where: Church of the Virgin Mary
Who's invited.: Everyone!

There will be a presentation and a discussion on
Christ’s Last Seven Statements made from the
Cross.

Hope to see you all there!
*This 1s a potluck event so please remember only
Lenten food*

Feel free to bring anything!




-~ Kaekandamoul Sale
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: ***Starting Today™** *
§ Sunday April 8, 2012 :
#  Ladies Guild will begin selling *
; - Kaek & Mamoul for Easter. ;
®  ($35Big Tray & $20 Small Tray)  *
: _ ‘(small tray of pistachios $25) - ;
M e e S X
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Through a generous gift of the Francis Maria Foundation for
Justice and Peace, the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Arch-
diocese of North America will once again grant several
scholarships in the amount of $2,500 to students attending
an accredited College. Scholarships will be granted each Ju-

ly. Completed 2012 Francis Maria Scholarship Appli-

cation and all supporting documentation must be post-

marked by May 15, 2012 and received by May 22.
http://www.teensoyo.org/Pages/Scholarships.aspx.
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Join St. Mary’s Spring Basketball
League! You must be at least 16

years of age or older. We have a
fine program planned and we welcome you to join
us. We are currently accepting registration and we
anticipate the league will start mid-April, after
Pascha. The games will be played at St. Mary Or-
thodox Church, 6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL
60463. The start times will vary, and are to be de-
termined, pending final registration counts. At the
present time, games are slated to be played week-
day evenings, or weekend afternoons. Please
spread the word quickly and encourage others to
sign-up as well. We look forward to your participa-
tion in the 2012 Spring Basketball League.

If you have any questions please call Samer Tadros at
708.289.6982 or samertadros78@gmail.com.




2012 Mldwest Parish Life Conference

Diocese of Toledo & the Midwest
;_.:;;;,ﬁ:.l_.ﬁn'tinﬁhian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

Dotole oo oy
1909 Spring Road

@Oak Brook, IL 60523 e ol Waimisi

DOUBLETREE

BY HILTON"™

*PLC Room Rate Ends June 6

SPECIAINSEENPIUSHAXES)

\

IGIFZNIDBLIIESIOIIN _mg
PLC Room Rate Code: CVM
800—2%2-8733

DoubleTreeOakBrook.com

See www.2012MidwestPLC.org for event information!

LY ™ - L)
M ] L] L] w . t .l
¥ '.- ;
_,rfgj wel b 7y rﬁ”ﬁ'ﬂ g_;)r i r/-‘rj‘.frr _,Jﬁ"r!fjffﬂ'ﬁfﬁfﬁ‘iﬂﬂ. C'.-’:.EHTE& ﬂ !
fPafo.f S'{.erga‘its LEI Cfonner@ ‘fﬂﬁfl}’, LEZ L %)

OC.org Vi T ; i bl b W@/




" Midwest Parish Life Conference 2012

Commemorative Journal
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

Church of the Virgin Mary, Alsip, IL, Host Parish
June 27 - July 1, 2012

Would you like to commemorate
someone special, living or dead?

Would you like to advertise your
business or company to
hundreds and hundreds

DEADLINE FOR AD MATERIAL Would you like to

AND DONATION IS simply give thanks to a group or
MAY 1, 2012 individual?

Questions? Contact Isa Riadi
(219-985-4433) or you can email
adbook2012@aol.com
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Weeklﬂ Sgnaxarion

On this day in the Holy Orthodox Church, the Sunday
of Palms, we celebrate the radiant and glorious festival of
the Entrance of our Lord Jesus Christ into Jerusalem. Jesus
came to Bethany on the Sunday falling before the six days
of the Mosaic Passover. On the following day He sent two
of His Disciples, who brought Him a donkey on which He
sat to enter the city. And when the great multitude heard that
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, they immediately took palm
branches in their hands and went out to meet Him. All cried,
“Hosanna! Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the
Lord, King of Israel!” The branches of palm trees were a
symbol of Christ’s victory over Satan and Death. And the
meaning of “Hosanna” is, “We pray Thee, save.” The don-
key’s colt, which was still an untamed animal, and impure
according to the law, as well as Christ’s sitting thereon,
symbolize the former savagery and impurity of the Gentiles;
and their subsequent taming and obedience to the holy law
of the Gospel. By Thine ineffable compassion, O Christ our
God, make us victors over the irrational passions, and make
us worthy to see Thy tangible victory over death, Thy radi-
ant and life-bearing Resurrection, and have mercy on us.
Amen.
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