
 

  

  

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 
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Clergy, Parish Council , Committees, and Ministries 

Welcome to the Church of the Virgin Mary!  We extend our warmest and heartfelt greet-

ings to you and your family.  If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at  

home.   After all, we are gathered together in our Father's house.  Please see one of the 

ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information.  May God 

bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Organizations and Ministries: 

 

Sunday School Director 

Omar Sweiss 

Sunday School Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Ladies Guild President 

Kholoud Swais 

Ladies Guild Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Fellowship President 

Khalil Haddad 

Fellowship Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

SOYO President 

Hadeel Sweis 

SOYO Advisor 

Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani 

SOYO Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Handmaids of the Lord 

Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad 

Handmaids Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Choir Director 

Michael Rascia 

Chanter 

Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi 

Committees: 
 

Altar / Liturgics 

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani 

PLC 2012 

Abdullah Tadros & CJ Kari 

Expansion & Maintenance 

Luai Sweiss 

Fundraising & Stewardship  

Rashid Sweis & Bassam Salman 

Financial 

Abdullah Tadros 

Communication 

Abeer Khouri 

Constitution 

Ramzi Sweis 

Humanitarian 

Shireen Salman 

Ushering 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Web Master 

Sana Sweis 
 

Office Secretary 

Katia Haddad 

Parish Clergy: 
 

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Dn. Saed Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 
 

Parish Council: 
 

Presiding Officer  
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Chairman   
Fadi Abu Manneh 

Vice Chairman 
Rashid Sweis 

Treasurer  
Abdullah Tadros  

Financial Secretary 
Samer Tadros 

Secretary 
Abeer Khouri 

Council Members: 
George Barakat 

Maher Ibrahim 

CJ Kari 

Bassam Salman 

Faris Samawi 

Ramzi Sweis 

 

Church Hall Rental - Call: 708-691-0827 or email: katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org 
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Changes in the Liturgy 

	����� �� ������� 
 

Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone One) 

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst arise on the 

third day, O Saviour, granting life to the world; for which cause the Heavenly Powers cried aloud unto Thee, O Giver 

of Life, Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ!  Glory to Thy Kingdom! Glory to Thy Providence! O Thou who alone 

art the Lover of Mankind.  
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Troparion of St. Mary of Egypt (Tone Eight) 

Through thee, the divine likeness was securely preserved, O Mother Mary; for thou didst carry the cross and follow 

Christ. By example and precept thou didst teach us to ignore the body, because it is perishable, and to attend to the 

concerns of the undying soul. Therefore, doth thy soul rejoice with the angels.  
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling asleep thou hast not 

forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, 

deliver our souls from death.  
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Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Four) 

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, O despise not the 

suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto 

thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that 

honor thee.  
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Megalynarion for the Theotokos from the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (Tone Eight) 

In thee all creation rejoices, O Full of Grace; the assembly of angels and the race of men; O sanctified temple and 

spiritual paradise; the glory of virgins, from whom God was incarnate and became a child; our God before the ages, 

He made thy womb a throne, and thy body He made more spacious than the heavens. In thee all creation rejoices, O 

Full of Grace, glory to thee.  

 <$J7�

� $K "�C
�  $K"���
� $;��3
� �3��� < @�#1#�
� #K�
.�  @�����
� #;@���� <���	
 ������� �� @:� $T�C� ��@��0� �����
� %)4#� @��
 ��
� #�
 #6#��� @:#
7� #;	.  ��1�2 @:#2#" #��$� #?
8 $N
H < @� �E"
� #;�= /�
� $N
Q�  �  ��C @7 #��8  $N
Q� #"��.� �3
� ��
� ���� %� < @(� ����
�

 @:$".�$�  �����
� $;� @:� $T�C� ���	
 ������� �� #:
�
. 



 

4 

Epistle of the Fifth Sunday of Lent  

 ��
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Make your vows to the Lord our God, and perform them! 

God is known in Judah; His Name is great in Israel! 

The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews (9:11-14). 

Brethren, when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that 

have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with 

hands, that is, not of this creation), He entered once for all into the Holy 

Place, taking not the blood of goats and calves but His own blood, thus se-

curing an eternal redemption. For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with 

the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the 

purification of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, Who 

through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, purify 

your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?  
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Gospel of the Fifth Sunday of Lent  
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark (10:32-45). 

At that time, Jesus took His twelve Disciples, and began to tell them what was to happen to Him, 

saying, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of man will be delivered to the 

chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, and deliver Him to the Gen-

tiles.  And they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit upon Him, and kill Him; and after 

three days He will rise.” And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Him, and 

said to Him, “Teacher, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire” And 

Jesus said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?” And they said to Him, “Grant us to 

sit, one at Thy right hand and one at Thy left, in Thy glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not 

know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the 

baptism with which I am baptized?” And they said to Him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to 

them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you 

will be baptized. But to sit at My right hand or at My left is not Mine to grant, but it is for those 

for whom it has been prepared.” And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James 

and John. And Jesus called them to Him and said to them, “You know that those who are sup-

posed to rule over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over 

them. But it shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great among you must be your 

servant, and whoever would be first among you must be servant of all. For the Son of man also 

came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”  
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service. 

What better way  to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, 

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-

ship among our community. 

Hospitality Teams 
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy 

Holy Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee Hour    2�<���� 	����� 
04/01: Wajih Tadros & Family 4/01 : ����	
�  K�"�� N�.  

04/08: Issa Eid Sweis & Family 04/08 : ����	
�  D� 8 "�2 *��2 

04/15: Fr. Mousa and Delia Haddad & Family 04/15 : "�"� ��
�"  *� � 6+�����	
�  

Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:    
Today: Today: Today: Today: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Grace Riske, Grace Riske, Grace Riske, Grace Riske, ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Fares SamawiFares SamawiFares SamawiFares Samawi    

Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Lana Sweis,Lana Sweis,Lana Sweis,Lana Sweis,    Arabic Arabic Arabic Arabic ––––    Asmahan FakhouriAsmahan FakhouriAsmahan FakhouriAsmahan Fakhouri    

“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”    
 

My victory and honor come from God. He is the mighty Rock, where I am safe.  
Psalm 62:7 

 

� @8�#4#  �@�#���#� $" @�#�	#� @9� *#� #2 . $�#	@C#��$�
� �@�#	�#= #  �@
8@� # $� .  
 62:7المزامير 

Altar Server Ministry:Altar Server Ministry:Altar Server Ministry:Altar Server Ministry:    
04/01 04/01 04/01 04/01 Team A (Captain  Jordan Rihani)Team A (Captain  Jordan Rihani)Team A (Captain  Jordan Rihani)Team A (Captain  Jordan Rihani): : : : Odei Sweis, Yousif Saigh, Jimmy Salman, Jai Riske, Sean 
Rihani, Daniel Al- Nemri, Joseph Sweis, Matthew Ibrahim, Gabe Corey, Sam Corey, David Sweis 
04/08: 04/08: 04/08: 04/08: Team B (Captain  Ramiz Riadi)Team B (Captain  Ramiz Riadi)Team B (Captain  Ramiz Riadi)Team B (Captain  Ramiz Riadi): : : : Rami Sweis, , Yazen Swaiss, Anthony Rihani, Saleem 
Swais, Sharbel Samawi, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Fallouh, Louis Corey, Alexander Corey 
0 4/15 0 4/15 0 4/15 0 4/15 Team C (Captain Murad SalmanTeam C (Captain Murad SalmanTeam C (Captain Murad SalmanTeam C (Captain Murad Salman): ): ): ): Omar Nemri, Mathew Nemri, Samer Sweis , Elia Sweiss, 
Simon Tadros, , George Corey, Woody Corey, Mark Sweis 
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O Lord and Master of my life, take from me the spirit of 

sloth, faint-heartedness, lust of power and idle talk. 

(prostration) 
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But give rather the spirit of chastity, humility, patience, and 

love to Thy servant. (prostration) 
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Yea, O Lord and King, grant me to see my own sins and not 

to judge my brother, for Thou art blessed unto ages of ages. 

Amen. (prostration) 
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Please join us today immediately following the Divine Liturgy for the 6 month 

memorial service for the departed handmaid of God Mary Wajih Tadros. Our 

deepest and sincere condolences to the Tadros family. May the Lord give rest to 

the soul of His handmaid Mary, and may He give peace and comfort to her family. 

May her memory be eternal! 
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Congratulations to Jehad and Jennifer Al-Swais on the baptism of their son Jad. 

May God grant many years to Jad, his parents and their entire family. Mabrouk! 
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HOUSE BLESSINGS 
 

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lord’s Theophany on 

January 6th, we bless water which is used to sanctify the 

homes of all the faithful. In bringing the blessed water to 

our homes, and sprinkling it in each room, we rid our 

house of any evil influence, and rededicate it to God in a 

special way. As we were once renewed by the waters of 

our own baptism into Christ, so too our home, and our 

entire lives, are re-dedicated and renewed unto Christ 

our God each year at this time. Please contact Fr. Mousa 

at 708-979-3222 or Fr. Malek at 708-516-6417 if you 

would like your home blessed this year 
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Great Lent! 
We are currently in the Lenten Fast and it will continue until Pascha (Easter), April 

15th.  Please do not forget that in order for our fasting to be effective and beneficial to 

our souls, it must be accompanied by prayer, repentance, forgiveness, alms-giving 

(giving to the poor), and good works.  The fast is not a “diet” so that one could lose 

weight.  What good is the fast if it does not change us and strengthen our relationship 

with Jesus Christ and with one another?  Fast from anger, judging, pride, gossip, and 

lust.  If you are not able to keep the discipline of fasting as prescribed by the church for 

health reasons, please speak to Fr. Mousa and he will give you a discipline you can han-

dle.  Remember the words of St. John Chrysostom: 

  

“Let the ear fast, by not listening to evil talk and gossip...” 

“Let the mouth fast from foul words and unjust criticism...” 

“For what good is it if we abstain from birds and fishes, but bite and devour our broth-

ers?” 
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Join St. Mary’s Spring Basketball 
League! You must be at least 16 

years of age or older. We have a 
fine program planned and we welcome you to join 
us. We are currently accepting registration and we 
anticipate the league will start mid-April, after Pas-

cha. The games will be played at St. Mary Orthodox 
Church, 6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463. 
The start times will vary, and are to be determined, 

pending final registration counts. At the present 
time, games are slated to be played weekday eve-
nings, or weekend afternoons. Please spread the 
word quickly and encourage others to sign-up as 

well. We look forward to your participation in the 
2012 Spring Basketball League.  

 
If you have any questions please call Samer Tadros at 

708.289.6982 or samertadros78@gmail.com. 



 

12 

***Starting Next Sunday*** 
Sunday April 8, 2012 

Ladies Guild will begin selling  
Kaek & Mamoul for Easter.  

($35 Big Tray & $20 Small Tray) 
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Through a generous gift of the Francis Maria Foundation for 
Justice and Peace, the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Arch-
diocese of North America will once again grant several 
scholarships in the amount of $2,500 to students attending 
an accredited College. Scholarships will be granted each 

July. Completed 2012 Francis Maria Scholarship Ap-
plication and all supporting documentation must be post-
marked by May 15, 2012 and received by May 22. 
http://www.teensoyo.org/Pages/Scholarships.aspx.  
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Midwest Parish Life Conference 2012 
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Weekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly Synaxarion    

 On April 1 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Mar-

tyrs Gerontios and Basilides; and Venerable Euthymios, wonder-worker of 

Suzdal. On this same day, the Fifth Sunday of Great Lent, it was ordained 

that we make remembrance of our Godly Mother Mary of Egypt. Once, 

during the Honorable Fast, the priest-monk Zosimus withdrew into the 

wilderness beyond the Jordan. Suddenly, he caught sight of a human being 

with a withered and naked body whose hair was as white as snow. 

Zosimus then tossed his outer garment to her which she wrapped around 

herself and then showed herself to him. Mary then told Zosimus that she 

was born in Egypt and at the age of 12 began to live a life of debauchery 

in Alexandria for 17 years. One day, she went to Jerusalem to enter the 

church to venerate the Honorable Cross. However, some invisible force re-

strained her and prevented her from entering. In great fear, she gazed upon 

the icon of the Theotokos in the vestibule and prayed that she be allowed 

to enter the church, all the while confessing her sinfulness and unclean-

ness. She was then permitted to enter the church. Having venerated the 

Cross she again entered the vestibule and, before the icon, gave thanks to 

the Mother of God. At that very moment she heard a voice saying: “If you 

cross the Jordan, you will find glorious rest!” Mary left for the wilderness 

and remained there for 47 years in repentance. When she encountered 

Zosimus, Mary told him of her life story. She bade him to come back in 

one year with Holy Communion, which he did. The following year, on 

Holy Thursday, April 1, 522 A.D., Zosimus discovered Mary’s lifeless 

body, and buried her. Thus, the Lord glorifies penitent sinners. The Church 

exalts and exemplifies Mary to the faithful in Great Lent as an incentive 

for repentance that brings entry into the Heavenly Kingdom. Through her 

intercessions, O God, have mercy upon us and save us.  Amen. 


