
 

  

  

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 
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12147 S. Cicero Avenue, Alsip, IL 60803 
Phone : (708) 239-0004   Fax : (708) 221-6449  

www.virginmaryoc.org  
 

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: fr.mousa@gmail.com 
Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrihani@hotmail.com 

Dn. Saed Rihani - cell phone: (773) 454-2191, email: srihani6@cs.com      
 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Great Vespers  

Sunday: 9:15 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment)�
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Welcome to the Church of the Virgin Mary!  We extend our warmest and heartfelt greet-
ings to you and your family.  If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at  
home.   After all, we are gathered together in our Father's house.  Please see one of the 
ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information.  May God 
bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Organizations and Ministries: 
 

Sunday School Director 
Omar Sweiss 
Sunday School Spiritual Director 
Fr. Mousa Haddad 
Ladies Guild President 
Kholoud Swais 
Ladies Guild Spiritual Director 
Fr. Mousa Haddad 
Fellowship President 
Khalil Haddad 
Fellowship Spiritual Director 
Fr. Mousa Haddad 
SOYO President 
Hadeel Sweis 
SOYO Advisor 
Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani 
SOYO Spiritual Director 
Fr. Malek Rihani 
Handmaids of the Lord 
Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad 
Handmaids Spiritual Director 
Fr. Malek Rihani 
Choir Director 
Michael Rascia 
Chanter 
Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi 

Committees: 
 

Altar / Liturgics 
Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani 
PLC 2012 
Abdullah Tadros & CJ Kari 
Expansion & Maintenance 
Luai Sweiss 
Fundraising & Stewardship  
Rashid Sweis & Bassam Salman 
Financial 
Abdullah Tadros 
Communication 
Abeer Khouri 
Constitution 
Ramzi Sweis 
Humanitarian 
Shireen Salman 
Ushering 
Isa Riadi 
Web Master 
Sana Sweis 
 

Office Secretary 
Katia Haddad 

Parish Clergy: 
 

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 
Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 
Rev. Dn. Saed Rihani 
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 
 

Parish Council: 
 

Presiding Officer  
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad 
Chairman   
Fadi Abu Manneh 
Vice Chairman 
Rashid Sweis 
Treasurer  
Abdullah Tadros  
Financial Secretary 
Samer Tadros 
Secretary 
Abeer Khouri 
Council Members: 
George Barakat 
Maher Ibrahim 
CJ Kari 
Bassam Salman 
Faris Samawi 
Ramzi Sweis 
 

Church Hall Rental - Call: 708-691-0827 or email: katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org 
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Changes in the Liturgy 
��	��������������  

 

 

Entrance Hymn 
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  
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)Tone Four(Troparion of the Resurrection  

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women 
disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation and proudly 

broke the news to the disciples, saying death hath been spoiled, Christ God is risen, 
granting the world great mercy.  
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy 
falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, 

being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from 
death.  
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Kontakion for the Sunday of Forgiveness (Tone Six) 

 O Thou Who guidest to wisdom, and givest understanding and intelligence, the 
Instructor of the ignorant, and Helper of the poor, strengthen my heart and grant it 
understanding, O Master. Give me word, O Word of the Father��for behold, I shall 
not refrain my lips from crying to Thee, O merciful One, have mercy upon me who 

am fallen.  
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Epistle for the Sunday of Forgiveness (Cheesefare Sunday)  
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Sing praises to our God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
O clap your hands, all ye nations! 
The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans (13:11-14:4). 
Brethren, salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed; the night 
is far gone, the day is at hand. Let us then cast off the works of darkness and 
put on the armor of light; let us conduct ourselves becomingly as in the day, 
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provi-
sion for the flesh, to gratify its desires. As for the man who is weak in faith, 
welcome him, but not for disputes over opinions. One believes he may eat 
anything, while the weak man eats only vegetables. Let not him who eats de-
spise him who abstains, and let not him who abstains pass judgment on him 
who eats; for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment on the 
servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he 
will be upheld, for the Master is able to make him stand.  
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Gospel for the Sunday of Forgiveness (Cheesefare Sunday)  

�	������%&������������
���������	�
� 

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew  
(6:14-21). 
The Lord said to His Disciples, “If you forgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father also will forgive you; but if you do not forgive men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. And when you 
fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces 
that their fasting may be seen by men. Truly, I say to you, they have re-
ceived their reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your 
face, that your fasting may not be seen by men but by your Father Who is 
in secret; and your Father Who sees in secret will reward you. Do not lay 
up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and 
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also.”  
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(The faithful then ask forgiveness from each other, exchanging among themselves the kiss of peace 
each saying to one another, “Forgive me, a sinner”.) 
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to 
provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service. 
What better way  to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, 
graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-
ship among our community. 

"��#�	� �	��$
��� �
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy 

"� ��%�
�����������

�"���"� ��%�
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02/26: Elia and Lily Sweiss & Family 567681�����	
� �a� 8���
 �����)�

03/04: Huda Haddadin & Family 03/04 :����	
� �%�"�"��B"�  

03/11: Jason & Katia Haddad & Family 03/11 :����	
� �"�"������� �% ��.  
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"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." Love worketh no ill to his neighbor��therefore 
10-9:13Romans ” .love is the fulfillment of the law 
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Great Lent Begins Tomorrow! 
Today in the Church is Cheesefare Sunday, the last day you can have cheese and dairy prod-
ucts.  Tomorrow, is the first day of the Lenten Fast and it will continue until Pascha (Easter), 
April 15th.  Please do not forget that in order for our fasting to be effective and beneficial to our 
souls, it must be accompanied by prayer, repentance, forgiveness, alms-giving (giving to the 
poor), and good works.  The fast is not a “diet” so that one could lose weight.  What good is the 
fast if it does not change us and strengthen our relationship with Jesus Christ and with one an-
other?  Fast from anger, judging, pride, gossip, and lust.  If you are not able to keep the disci-
pline of fasting as prescribed by the church for health reasons, please speak to Fr. Mousa and 
he will give you a discipline you can handle.  Remember the words of St. John Chrysostom: 
  

“Let the ear fast, by not listening to evil talk and gossip...” 
“Let the mouth fast from foul words and unjust criticism...” 

“For what good is it if we abstain from birds and fishes, but bite and devour our brothers?” 
  

Beginning this week, the Church of the Virgin Mary will have the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy every 
Wednesday at 7pm and the service of the Akathist (Al-Madayeh) followed by a potluck dinner 
every Friday at 7pm.  May you have a spiritually rewarding Lent.  God bless you! 
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��I	
��R ��+� ����8
��(��"4���Lent & Holy Week Services   2012 

7��1February 29  ��	��J��kG��"���L���
��S�"�
�Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy � ����7:00pm  

���PMarch 2  �	�.
��kG
H���"
� �>�"����"4Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner   ����7:00pm  

���PMarch 7  ��	��J��kG��"���L���
��S�"�
�Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy � ����7:00pm  

���PMarch 9  �	�.
��kG
H���"
� �>�"����"4Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner   ����7:00pm  

���PMarch 14  ��	��J��kG��"���L���
��S�"�
�Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy � ����7:00pm  

���PMarch 16  �	�.
��kG
H���"
� �>�"����"4Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner   ����7:00pm  

���PMarch 21  ��	��J��kG��"���L���
��S�"�
�Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy � ����7:00pm  

���PMarch 23  �	�.
��kG
H���"
� �>�"����"4Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner   ����7:00pm  

���PMarch 25  "�+��k���1�
��"�	
�S�"�
����"4Sunday: Annunciation Liturgy   ����810:30am  

���PMarch 28  ��	��J��kG��"���L���
��S�"�
�Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy � ����7:00pm  

���PMarch 30  �	�.
��kG
H���"
� �>�"����"4Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner   ����7:00pm  

%���
April 7  (��
�k��S�"�
��,�	�
��(��
 Saturday: Lazarus Saturday Liturgy  ����810:30am  

%���
April 8  "�+��k�"�	
�S�"�
����"4%�
�	1
� Sunday: Palm Sunday Liturgy   ����810:30am  

 "�+��k*
 J��%�4
� Sunday: 1st Bridegroom Service   ����7:00pm  

%���
April 9   %�
UH��k��
�U
��%�4
� Monday: 2nd Bridegroom Service   ����7:00pm  

%���
April 10   ��U�U
��k�U
�U
��%�4
� Tuesday: 3rd Bridegroom Service   ����7:00pm  

%���
April 11   ��	��J��kS"��
��(�,
����8 Wednesday: Holy Unction Service   ����7:00pm  

%���
April 12   S��4
��k��I	
��S �������S�"= Thursday: Divine Liturgy of St. Basil  ����810:30am  

 S��4
��k���"4go�6�8
� �;�.
�Thursday: 12 Passion Gospels  ����7:00pm  

%���
April 13  �	�.
��k(�2��
����"4 Friday: Royal Hours   ����810:30am  

 �	�.
��k6 �8�
��;�,
����"4Friday: Taking Down From the Cross    ����3:00pm  

 �	�.
��k>���
��,�
. Friday: Lamentations   

)"�	
����
��3� (GOOD FRIDAY All-Night VIGIL to follow   

����7:00pm  

%���
April 14  (��
��k�S�"=� 

��(�� Saturday: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil   ����810:30am  

 Saturday: Rush Procession & Matins followed by Paschal Liturgy        

(��
��k�����
��S�"= ���.3
��<"�	
������� 
����10:00pm  

%���
April 15  "�+��k[ 2��
����8 Sunday: AGAPE VESPERS   ��3I1:00pm  
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Date / Time  
 

Church / Presenter  
 

Topic / Language  
 

Location  

Thursday,  
February 23 rd 
6:30 - 8:00 PM  
 

Saint Mary Orthodox Church  
Fr. Malek Rihani  
708-239-0004 
 

English  
“From Doubt to Sainthood:  A 
Lenten Journey”.  
 

Saint John Melkite Church  
200 East North Ave.  
Northlake, IL  
 

Thursday,  
March 1 st 
6:30 - 8:00 PM  

Our Lady of Lebanon  
Fr. Charles Khachan  
630-932-9640 
 

English  
“Toward the Cross, the Empty 
Tomb, and Beyond.”  
 

Saint John Syriac Church  
250 South Villa Ave.  
Villa Park, IL  
 

Thursday,  
March 8 th 
6:30 - 8:00 PM  

Saint John Melkite Church 
Fr. Fouad Sayegh  
708-562-7050 

Arabic  
"The Liturgical Year, Celebrat-
ing Christ and Journeying to-
wards God."  

9������������	
���

������������	�����	�

�����9 

Saint Mary Orthodox Church  
12147 S. Cicero Ave.  
Alsip, IL  
 

Thursday,  
March 15  
6:30 - 8:00 PM  

Saint John Syriac Church 
Fr. Yacoub Youhanoun  
847-533-6003 

English and Arabic  
“Anger in the Holy Bible: How 
can we deal with it”  

Our Lady of Lebanon  
950 N. Grace 
Lombard, IL  

Chicago-area Antiochian Churches present  
2012 Lenten Lecture Series 

 
Uniting our faithful; and together sharing in the Passion of our 

Lord, and celebrating His Glorious Resurrection.  
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������������	��� �
Traditionally, at the feast of our Lord’s Theophany on 
January 6th, we bless water which is used to sanctify the 
homes of all the faithful. In bringing the blessed water to 
our homes, and sprinkling it in each room, we rid our 
house of any evil influence, and rededicate it to God in a 
special way. As we were once renewed by the waters of 
our own baptism into Christ, so too our home, and our entire lives, are 
re-dedicated and renewed unto Christ our God each year at this time. 
Please contact Fr. Mousa at 708-979-3222 or Fr. Malek at 708-516-
6417 if you would like your home blessed this year.�
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Come work on your projects for the 
Creative Festivals!   

 

Photography   

 Art 
  

  Writing  

 



 

18 



 

19 

 

���&
�	�!������'��
�����
�
��
������



 

20 

  
  

�������������	����������������	����������������	����������������	��� ����

 On February 26 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we com-
memorate our Righteous Father Porphyrios, bishop of Gaza; 
Great-martyr Photeini the Samaritan Woman and those with 
her; Martyr Theoklitos and those with him; and the New Martyr 
John of Constantinople. On this day, we make remembrance of 
the exile of the first-fashioned, Adam, from the Paradise of de-
light. It is the Sunday of Forgiveness, known also as Cheese 
Fare Sunday. Today’s lesson from the Holy Gospel teaches us 
about forgiveness and fasting, and how both are crucial to our 
own return to Paradise. The divine Fathers also set the anniver-
sary of the exile of Adam from the Paradise of bliss on this day, 
at the entrance of Great Lent, to show us by deed as well as 
word how great is the benefit that accrues to man from fasting 
and repenting; and, on the contrary, how great the harm that 
comes from destructive gluttony and from disobedience to the 
divine commandments. The sin of gluttony resulted in Adam 
and Eve’s banishment from Paradise, because they disobeyed 
God by eating from the tree which He had forbidden them. The 
Church reminds us of this event to encourage us to return to 
that ancient glory and primeval happiness by means of fasting 
and obedience to God and His commandments. By Thine inef-
fable compassion, O Christ our God, make us worthy of the de-
light of Paradise and have mercy on us, as Thou art alone the 
Lover of mankind. Amen. 


