
 

  

  

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 
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��������������� ��� Sunday of the Last Judgment (Meatfare Sunday)  
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12147 S. Cicero Avenue, Alsip, IL 60803 
Phone : (708) 239-0004   Fax : (708) 221-6449  

www.virginmaryoc.org  
 

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: fr.mousa@gmail.com 
Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrihani@hotmail.com 

Dn. Saed Rihani - cell phone: (773) 454-2191, email: srihani6@cs.com      
 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Great Vespers  

Sunday: 9:15 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment)�



 

2 

� 
�
���!������������ ��������		

������������	��
� �

Welcome to the Church of the Virgin Mary!  We extend our warmest and heartfelt greet-
ings to you and your family.  If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at  
home.   After all, we are gathered together in our Father's house.  Please see one of the 
ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information.  May God 
bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Organizations and Ministries: 
 

Sunday School Director 
Omar Sweiss 
Sunday School Spiritual Director 
Fr. Mousa Haddad 
Ladies Guild President 
Kholoud Swais 
Ladies Guild Spiritual Director 
Fr. Mousa Haddad 
Fellowship President 
Khalil Haddad 
Fellowship Spiritual Director 
Fr. Mousa Haddad 
SOYO President 
Hadeel Sweis 
SOYO Advisor 
Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani 
SOYO Spiritual Director 
Fr. Malek Rihani 
Handmaids of the Lord 
Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad 
Handmaids Spiritual Director 
Fr. Malek Rihani 
Choir Director 
Michael Rascia 
Chanter 
Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi 

Committees: 
 

Altar / Liturgics 
Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani 
PLC 2012 
Abdullah Tadros & CJ Kari 
Expansion & Maintenance 
Luai Sweiss 
Fundraising & Stewardship  
Rashid Sweis & Bassam Salman 
Financial 
Abdullah Tadros 
Communication 
Abeer Khouri 
Constitution 
Ramzi Sweis 
Humanitarian 
Shireen Salman 
Ushering 
Isa Riadi 
Web Master 
Sana Sweis 
 

Office Secretary 
Katia Haddad 

Parish Clergy: 
 

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 
Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 
Rev. Dn. Saed Rihani 
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 
 

Parish Council: 
 

Presiding Officer  
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad 
Chairman   
Fadi Abu Manneh 
Vice Chairman 
Rashid Sweis 
Treasurer  
Abdullah Tadros  
Financial Secretary 
Samer Tadros 
Secretary 
Abeer Khouri 
Council Members: 
George Barakat 
Maher Ibrahim 
CJ Kari 
Bassam Salman 
Faris Samawi 
Ramzi Sweis 
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Changes in the Liturgy 
�����������������  

 

 

Entrance Hymn 
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Three) 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act 
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world the great mercy.  
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life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls 
from death.  
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Kontakion for the Sunday of the Last Judgment (Tone One) 

When Thou comest, O God, to earth with glory, and all creatures tremble before 
Thee, and the river of fire floweth before the Altar, and the books are opened and 
sins revealed, deliver me then from that unquenchable fire, and make me worthy 

to stand at Thy right hand, O righteous Judge.  
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Epistle for the Sunday of the Final Judgment (Meatfare Sunday)  
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The Lord is my strength and my praise! 
The Lord chastising hath chastised me, but He hath not delivered me over to death! 
The Reading is from St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians (8:8-������� -2). 
Brethren, food will not commend us to God.  We are no worse off if we do not eat, 
and no better off if we do.  Only take care lest this liberty of yours somehow be-
come a stumbling block to the weak.  For if any one sees you, a man of knowledge, 
at table in an idol’s temple, might he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, 
to eat food offered to idols?  And so by your knowledge this weak man is de-
stroyed, the brother for whom Christ died.  Thus, sinning against your brethren and 
wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.  Therefore, if 
food is a cause of my brother’s falling, I will never eat meat, lest I cause my broth-
er to fall. Am I not free?  Am I not an apostle?  Have I not seen Jesus our Lord?  
Are not you my workmanship in the Lord?  If to others I am not an apostle, at least 
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Gospel for the Sunday of the Final Judgment (Meatfare Sunday)  
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (25:31-46). 
The Lord said, “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then he 
will sit on his glorious throne.  Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate the 
sheep from the goats, and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left.  Then the 
King will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
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	��
you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’  Then the righteous will answer him, 
‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry and feed thee, or thirsty and give thee drink?  And when did we 
see thee a stranger and welcome thee, or naked and clothe thee?  And when did we see thee sick or in 
prison and visit thee?’  And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the 
least of these my brethren, you did it to me.’  Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘Depart from 
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gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome 
me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also 
will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 
and did not minister to thee?’  Then he will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one 
of the least of these, you did it not to me.’ And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.”  
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to 
provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service. 
What better way  to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, 
graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-
ship among our community. 
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“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and 
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“A new commandment I give unto you: that you love one another, as I have loved you. By this shall 
all men know that ye are My disciples: if ye have love one for another.” John 13:34-35����
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Please join us today immediately following the Divine Liturgy for the 3rd and 
9th day memorial service for the departed servant of God Hekmat Aref Samawi 
who departed this life in Jordan. Our deepest and sincere condolences to the Sa-
mawi family, especially to his wife Nawal and his children Aref, Jafar, Tareq, 

Khaldoun, and Kholoud. May the Lord give rest to the soul of His servant Hekmat, and may 
He give peace and comfort to his family. May his memory be eternal! 
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Thank you to Fellowship of St. John the Divine and all who helped to make 
our Annual St. Valentine's Dinner a huge success. We had over 350 people 
in attendance! May God bless you and your families! 
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Today in the Church is Meatfare Sunday, the last day in which you can eat 
Meat. The Church begins fasting from all Meats tomorrow February 
20th until Easter on April 15th. God bless! 
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Ladies Guild Esfeeha Sale today! Please show your 
support to the Ladies Guild and purchase your 
Esfeeha immediately following the Liturgy. God 
Bless!�
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��H��
�W��#0
�����7�
���%�6���Lent & Holy Week Services   2012 

9��-February 29  J#�����]��#�
�Z
���
�^&����B
Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy � &�#%7:00pm  

�
�SMarch 2  J�K
�
��
��>��%��%�6�^��%+�
Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner   &�#%7:00pm  

�
�SMarch 7  J#�����]��#�
�Z
���
�^&����B
Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy � &�#%7:00pm  

�
�SMarch 9  J�K
�
��
��>��%��%�6�^��%+�
Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner   &�#%7:00pm  

�
�SMarch 14  J#�����]��#�
�Z
���
�^&����B
Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy � &�#%7:00pm  

�
�SMarch 16  J�K
�
��
��>��%��%�6�^��%+�
Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner   &�#%7:00pm  

�
�SMarch 21  J#�����]��#�
�Z
���
�^&����B
Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy � &�#%7:00pm  

�
�SMarch 23  J�K
�
��
��>��%��%�6�^��%+�
Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner   &�#%7:00pm  

�
�SMarch 25  ��0
�^
��-��
������Z
���
��%�6Sunday: Annunciation Liturgy   ����710:30am  

�
�SMarch 28  J#�����]��#�
�Z
���
�^&����B
Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy � &�#%7:00pm  

�
�SMarch 30  J�K
�
��
��>��%��%�6�^��%+�
Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner   &�#%7:00pm  

!�#��April 7  ^��#�
��Z
���
�1����
���#� Saturday: Lazarus Saturday Liturgy  ����710:30am  

!�#��April 8  �^��0
������Z
���
��%�6!����-�
 Sunday: Palm Sunday Liturgy   ����710:30am  

 �^��0
/��B
�!�6�
 Sunday: 1st Bridegroom Service   &�#%7:00pm  

!�#��April 9   �^!��TK
����T�
�!�6�
 Monday: 2nd Bridegroom Service   &�#%7:00pm  

!�#��April 10   �^&�T�T�
�T��T�
�!�6�
 Tuesday: 3rd Bridegroom Service   &�#%7:00pm  

!�#��April 11   �^&����B
Z��%�
���1�
�
�7 Wednesday: Holy Unction Service   &�#%7:00pm  

!�#��April 12   �^Z�%6�
��H��
�Z����#���Z
�= Thursday: Divine Liturgy of St. Basil  ����710:30am  

 �^Z�%6�
��%�6ig�4�7�
��;�+�
Thursday: 12 Passion Gospels  &�#%7:00pm  

!�#��April 13  �^��%+�
��2�#�
��%�6 Friday: Royal Hours   ����710:30am  

 �^��%+�
4��7%�
�;
1�
��%�6Friday: Taking Down From the Cross    &�#%3:00pm  

 �^��%+�
>�#%�
�1��+ Friday: Lamentations   

)����
����
�5# (GOOD FRIDAY All-Night VIGIL to follow   

&�#%7:00pm  

!�#��April 14  �Z
�=�^��#�
����
���# Saturday: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil   ����710:30am  

 Saturday: Rush Procession & Matins followed by Paschal Liturgy        

�^��#�
�%����
�Z
�=���%+5�
�<����
�����# 
&�#%10:00pm  

!�#��April 15  c�2���
�
�7�^��0
 Sunday: AGAPE VESPERS   
�5H1:00pm  
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Date / Time  
 

Church / Presenter  
 

Topic / Language  
 

Location  

Thursday,  
February 23 rd 
7-9 PM 
 

Saint Mary –  
Fr. Malek Rihani  
708-239-0004 
 

English  
“From Doubt to Sainthood:  A 
Lenten Journey”.  
 

Saint John  
200 East North Ave.  
Northlake, IL  
 

Thursday,  
March 1 st 
7-9 PM 
 

Our Lady of Lebanon  
Fr. Charles Khachan  
630-932-9640 
 

English  
“Toward the cross, the empty 
tomb, and beyond.”  
 

Saint John  
250 South Villa Ave.  
Villa Park, IL  
 

Thursday,  
March 8 th 
7-9 PM 
 

Saint John, Villa Park  
Fr. Yacoub Youhanoun  
847-533-6003 
 

English  
TBA 

Saint Mary  
12147 S. Cicero Ave.  
Alsip, IL  
 

Thursday,  
March 15  
7-9 PM 
 

Saint John, Northlake  
Fr. Fouad Sayegh  
708-562-7050 
 

Arabic  
"The Liturgical Year, Celebrat-
ing Christ and Journeying to-
wards God."  

=������������	
���

������������	�����	�

�����= 

 

Our Lady of Lebanon  
950 N. Grace 
Lombard, IL  
 

Chicago-area Antiochian Churches present  
2012 Lenten Lecture Series 

 
����������	�
����
�
�������������	����	������������ ��������
���	�

Lord, and celebrating His Glorious Resurrection.  
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������������	
���
Traditionally, at the feast of our Lord’s Theophany on 
January 6th, we bless water which is used to sanctify the 
homes of all the faithful. In bringing the blessed water to 
our homes, and sprinkling it in each room, we rid our 
house of any evil influence, and rededicate it to God in a 
special way. As we were once renewed by the waters of 
our own baptism into Christ, so too our home, and our entire lives, are 
re-dedicated and renewed unto Christ our God each year at this time. 
Please contact Fr. Mousa at 708-979-3222 or Fr. Malek at 708-516-
6417 if you would like your home blessed this year.�
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k$:������!#  ��;%��#�l�^�#��	�
�'(�Z����
 

�������%�
�'%���
�Z����
�Z������0
�����Z����!%����� 2��%���6��>�#%���������!"�����2

�����#%�
��������]����!"�4+����#��� 

· Z"��
�]�(���#%-�
��H��0�.Q�%=�!��������(�0�.!�+�!�� 9���0�

· ;��7�0�.'C����&
���0 

· ��	��
�����!�	��!"�4+��
�����
��!��#G�
 

· ��7�
�'9`  ��!"�4+�����C�(�!�	��0�!"�4+���#�
�
1����

· �!"�!%�&�#��
��	*���!"���;���%�
������'(��
��#���J+ ��
�;�%+��
��%�!�	��!"

�!��	�
�����"�4��7�
�;������"������%�
�;�=���G-�
��% �"�!%�����6���G-�
�
�
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Za���
�&���� 

^�5#�a��&�����!��7%�
�/�2�4�+������%���=�"�:�����

· 3�	��%+����#�
3�!��	�
�;�����%��2�

· 34�����	#�a��
����3�!��	�
�;�����%��2�

· 4��7�����"������!��7%�
�!��	�
�:������%��2 

· !��7%�
�Z�%-�
��"�!��	�
�� �6� ���%��2�

· !��7%�
���+����J#"��Z�%-�
��"�!��	�
�'�����%��2 

· k;�+�K
�
���l�Z��%�
�;�+�K���U�`7�
�;�6��
�
������2�

· Z��%�
�;�+�0
�
&
�=���2�

· kZ*	�
�
���l�U��	�
�;�6��
�
������2�

�

Z��%�
�!�����
�;�����

�;�+�K
�
&
�=������#��	���;�7��
�!���Z��%�
�!�����
� ;�����1�+��0�

^!"������%�������%�
�/�2�

· �]�G�� �%��2� !�6���
��4
�-�
�� ;	B
� !2� ���7�
�� �����
 �� 
�7����J#G��&/�5�

E��7�
�'(�����
�!% 

· �5���&�#"�!���
�!%�E�%#�
�4�9�

· J��
 a�#"�!���
���%�#%�

· �;	-�� �"� !����T%� �
���� .�	-�� �
���
�� ?C
��� ;	�� Z��%� 
� !�����
� !%� �����

>�#%�
�/�2�R1�	�%���	(��
��7�/�2�4��7�

· Z��%�
�Z*	�
�/���:��7����2�!��	���:%#���	�"�

· �)��#
��:%(�>�(
��I�6���:#"��;%"  

? 
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� ��
�� ��+�� � '(� !
�60
�!���70
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�?��70
� F?C� �k����#�0
�� ��5�0
� >�#%�
� '����9� /��� !
1%��� !��� 70
l� N�0


�I�	�
� /�2� )
��6"�� !%�0
� I�	�
� /�2� �� T� ��7�
� /�2� �� T� �5�+�
� /�2�)0�
� �T�T�


�!�9�-�
�:����!���G  ���%���.�
�����!����4��7�
�
��-��!�%#���!���
���#�0 
�

�

�

^4��7�
�
��-��  �#�  ���=��,"�'(��� 

· '5�0
�Z
���
��%�6����5�����
���'(�

· ����5�%�b��6�
���#��	�
�;�6����2 

· 3Z���
�E���
��!�0
��40
3��	����2�

· 8�:�����
����H���
���������2 

· ;�5��0
�
�7���2�

· �
�
�7�;�������2!��+�7���k��%��0�,��
�Z��=�.,���
�Z��=.�8
�Z��=l�

· k4��7�
�
��-���#�"��  T�&
��������=�?+��l�Z��%�
�!�����
�;��������  
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^������
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�'(�Z��+����>%#  ��0�

· 3l�U�� 	�
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�
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�E���
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��40
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������ 2�

· �k;�+�K
�
���l�Z��%�
�;�+�K���U�`7�
�;�6��
�
����;� 6�

· Z��%�
�;�+�K
�
&
�=�;�6�

· kZ*	�
�
���l�U��	�
�;�6��
�
����;�6�

· 3l�����_���
�
�7�
��!�%�0
�!���=�
����;�6k3�
��%#�
�'(�,��
�����"�

· !�����
�Z��	��
��(�;�6�

· Z�����Z��%�
�!�����
�Z�%-�
��!��	�
�;���  ���%��2�

· �4��7�����"������Z���
�!��	�
��5�(�:���  ��'��
���=�B
�?�%+�'(�

�

^�#��	�
�'(�:��#�
�

���=�0
�?�%+�'(��#��	�
�'(���=��
��:��#�
�/�2�H(��� �!"� )
�+��5%�
�!%�

· ��6*��
���2����=���
�/�2�H(����!"�

· '5�0
�Z
���
�'(�����	G��1 �	�  ��!"�����2�.9�(�
�7����#��	�
�'(�����+��

· �;+�0
�?9����1�+��0�

· ,��0
�'�T��"�4��+�
�'(�,��0
�?C���>%#  ��0�.I�=��
���2�

· 4�-�
��"�;	B
��"�k�	�2l�!���
�mC%��>%#  ��0 

· kZ
���
�����
�5��
��2�#�/����H���l��#��	����c����
� W��%%�

· �
������ �T�J���5��� )�+��6�J��6*��!"� /+�  �� . @:�G9��5��# �� '��
�b�210
������ '(

�����#��	�
�/�� 

· ������ /��� �#��	�
� :���� 0� �'5�0
� Z
���
� ���5�� Z��� Z� �%�
� !�����
� ;����

��4��7�
�;������Z
���
�'5�0
�Z
���
�;�6��#��	�
��2�=�/���4����
�1�+��0 
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�������������	����������������	����������������	����������������	���� ���

 On February 19 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we 
commemorate the holy, glorious and all-laudable Apostles 
+����������,������	�
	��+����
���������-���	��
�.�	 ��
/
ble-�
�����,�������
����+���	�
�
	��0�� -martyr Nikita the 
New of Epiros. Today, we commemorate the Second and 
impartial Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is the Sunday 
of the Last Judgment—known also as Meat Fare Sunday—
the lesson of which occurs in today’s Holy Gospel. Jesus il-
lustrates to us God’s ineffable goodness and His great love 
for mankind. And so lest some who are lazy should loiter 
and spend the time appropriate to their salvation in the pur-
suit of sin, and be suddenly overtaken by death, the divine 
Fathers decree that on this day the remembrance of the 
Second Appearance of Christ may be celebrated. The inten-
tion is to remind them that, as God is good and loving to 
mankind, He is also a very righteous Judge Who recom-
penses each according to his deeds. Our Lord teaches us 
that when we minister to our brother or sister, we really 
minister to Him. This brings us righteousness and life eter-
nal. By Thine ineffable love for mankind, O Christ God, 
make us worthy of Thy devoted voice, number us among 
Thy righteous ones and have mercy on us. Amen. 


