“The disciples were first called Christians in Amth.” (Acts 11:26)

Sunday of the Last Judgment (Meatfare Sunday) |

12147 S. Cicero Avenue, Alsip, IL 60803 i
Phone : (708) 239-0004 Fax:(708) 221-6449 |
WWW.Virginmaryoc.org l

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, erftanousa@gmail.com
Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, donmayrihani@hotmail.com i
Dn. Saed Rihani - cell phone: (773) 454-2191, ersathani6@cs.com 9

Weekly Schedule of Services

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Great Vespers I

Sunday: 9:15 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Divine Lgyr i
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Biblelyst

(Confessions by Appointment)




bless you and give you many healthy years in Hgce
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Parish Clerqgy:

Committees:

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor Altar / Liturgics

Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani
Rev. Dn. Saed Rihani
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis

Parish Council:

Presiding Officer
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad
Chairman

Fadi Abu Manneh
Vice Chairman
Rashid Sweis
Treasurer

Abdullah Tadros
Financial Secretary
Samer Tadros
Secretary

Abeer Khouri
Council Members:
George Barakat
Maher Ibrahim

CJ Karri

Bassam Salman
Faris Samawi

Ramzi Sweis

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani
PLC 2012

Abdullah Tadros & CJ Kari
Expansion & Maintenance
Luai Sweiss

Fundraising & Stewardship
Rashid Sweis & Bassam Salman
Financial

Abdullah Tadros
Communication

Abeer Khouri

Constitution

Ramzi Sweis

Humanitarian

Shireen Salman

Ushering

Isa Riadi

Web Master

Sana Sweis

Office Secretary
Katia Haddad

Organizations and Ministries:

Sunday School Director

Omar Sweiss

Sunday School Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

Ladies Guild President

Kholoud Swais

Ladies Guild Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

Fellowship President

Khalil Haddad

Fellowship Spiritual Director

Fr. Mousa Haddad

SOYO President

Hadeel Sweis

SOYO Advisor

Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani
SOYO Spiritual Director

Fr. Malek Rihani

Handmaids of the Lord
Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad
Handmaids Spiritual Director
Fr. Malek Rihani

Choir Director

Michael Rascia

Chanter

Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi



Changes in the Liturgy
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Entrance Hymn
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dehd,sing to Thee: Allelui
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Three)
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be gladh&kLord hath done a mighty
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)
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life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thimgeércessions, deliver our souls
from death.
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Kontakion for the Sunday of the Last Judgment (TongDne) :

» When Thou comest, O God, to earth with glory, dhdraatures tremble before

1 Thee, and the river of fire floweth before the Al@nd the books are opened and

; sins revealed, deliver me then from that unquenielfale, and make me worthy
to stand at Thy right hand, O righteous Judge.
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Epistle for the Sunday of the Final Judgment (Meatire Sunday)

The Lord is my strength and my praise!

The Lord chastising hath chastised me, but He hattdelivered me over to death!
The Reading is from St. Paul’'s First Letter to theCorinthians (8:8- -2).
Brethren, food will not commend us to God. We rawmevorse off if we do not eat,
and no better off if we do. Only take care less fiberty of yours somehow be-
come a stumbling block to the weak. For if any sees you, a man of knowledge,
at table in an idol's temple, might he not be emagad, if his conscience is weak,
to eat food offered to idols? And so by your knedge this weak man is de-
stroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. Thusnisg against your brethren and
wounding their conscience when it is weak, youagainst Christ. Therefore, if
food is a cause of my brother’s falling, | will rexveat meat, lest | cause my broth-
er to fall. Am | not free? Am | not an apostle?avd | not seen Jesus our Lord?
Are not you my workmanship in the Lord? If to athéam not an apostle, at least
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Gospel for the Sunday of the Final Judgment (Meatfiee Sunday)

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to SMatthew (25:31-46).

The Lord said, “When the Son of man comes in hisygland all the holy angels with him, then he
will sit on his glorious throne. Before him wilelgathered all the nations, and he will separate tl
sheep from the goats, and he will place the shebks aight hand, but the goats at the left. Ttten
King will say to those at his right hand, ‘Comebpf@ssed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepare

you gave me drink, | was a stranger and you welcbme, | was naked and you clothed me, | wa
sick and you visited me, | was in prison and yomedo me.’” Then the righteous will answer him
‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry and feed the#&isty and give thee drink? And when did we
see thee a stranger and welcome thee, or naketl@hd thee? And when did we see thee sick or
prison and visit thee?’ And the King will answhkeim, ‘Truly, | say to you, as you did it to onetloé
least of these my brethren, you did it to me.” Mhe will say to those at his left hand, ‘Depaoinfir

gave me no food, | was thirsty and you gave mermkdl was a stranger and you did not welcome
me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and isoprand you did not visit me.” Then they alsc
will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungryhorsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison
and did not minister to thee?’ Then he will anstrm, ‘Truly, | say to you, as you did it not toeo
of the least of these, you did it not to me.” Aiheyt will go away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.”
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signmdéou one or more Sundays tc
provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It's this giftHoly Bread that we use to pre-
pare communion and to share with our parishionethe end of the service.
What better way to honor your loved ones on thathday, anniversary,
graduation or memoriallt takes minimal effort, and it encourages felow
ship among our community.

"# S

“Let us love one another that with one mind we mafess, Father, Son, and
" - From the Divine Liturgy
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“A new commandment | give unto you: that you love@nother, as | have loved you. By this shall
all men know that ye are My disciples: if ye hawed one for anotherJohn 13:34-35
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s today immediately following the D®iLiturgy for the 3rd and

9th day memorial service for the departed servai@arl Hekmat Aref Samawi

who departed this life in Jordan. Our deepest amtkse condolences to the 3

mawi family, especially to his wife Nawal and hikildren Aref, Jafar, Tareq,
Khaldoun, and Kholoud. May the Lord give rest te foul of His servant Hekmat, and t‘
He give peace and comfort to his family. May hismoey be eternal! @
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Thank you to Fellowship of St. John the Divine afidvho helped to mak # &% @
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our Annual St. Valentine's Dinner a huge successh®d over 350 peor¥, # #¢ % %
in attendance! May God bless you and your families! @)
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Today in the Church is Meatfare Sunday, the lagtidavhich you can eat %

Meat. The Church begins fasting from all Meats toow February R
20" until Easter on April 18. God bless! %
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Ladies Guild Esfeeha Sale today! Please show %

support to the Ladies Guild and purchase & £ = & %
Esfeeha immediately following the Liturgy. G @
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Lent & Holy Week Services2012 H WwW#0
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February 29 -

Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgt | # Z "& B

7:00pmé& #%

March2 S

Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinned K > % % 6" %+

7:00pm& #%

March7 S

Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturd¢f | # Z & B

7:00pm& #%

March9 S

Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinned K > % % 6" %+

7:00pm& #%

March 14

S

Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturd¢f | # Z & B

7:00pm& #%

March 16

Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinned K > % % 6" %+

7:00pm& #%

March 21

Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturd¢f | # Z & B

7:00pm& #%

March 23

Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinned K > % % 6" %+

7:00pm& #%

March 25

Sunday: Annunciation Liturgy - Z %6 0

10:30am 7

March 28

Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturd¢f | # Z & B

7:00pm& #%

March 30

Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinned K > % %6" %+

7:00pmé& #%

April 7 1 #

Saturday: Lazarus Saturday Liturdy # Z N

10:30am 7

April 8 #

Sunday: Palm Sunday Liturgly - Z %6 "0

Sunday: 1st Bridegroom ServideB !6 " 0

10:30am 7

7:00pmé& #%

April9 | #

Monday: 2nd Bridegroom Service T 6 Al TK

7:00pm& #%

April 10! #

Tuesday: 3rd Bridegroom Servicd T !67°& TT

7:00pmé& #%

April 11! #

Wednesday: Holy Unction Servicd % 1 7 ”~& B

7:00pmé& #%

April 12! #

Thursday: Divine Liturgy of St. BasiH Z # Z = ~"Z %6

Thursday: 12 Passion Gospdls/ ;+ ig % 6"Z %6

10:30am 7

7:00pmé& #%

April 13! #

Friday: Royal Hours 2# %6 ™ %+

Friday: Taking Down From the Crosd 7% ;1 % 6" %+
Friday: Lamentations> #% 1 4 %+

(GOOD FRIDAY All-Night VIGIL to follow 5# )

10:30am 7
3:00pm& #%

7:00pmé& #%

April 14! #

# L ="#
Saturday: Rush Procession & Matins followed by Raktiturgy
% = %+5 < HN #

Saturday: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil

10:30am 7

10:00pmé& #%

April 15! #

Sunday: AGAPE VESPERS 2 7™ 0

1:00pm 5H




Chicago-area Antiochian Churches present
2012 Lenten Lecture Series

Lord, and celebrating His Glorious Resurrection.

Please see the schedule below.

Join us for these discussions and let's travel together on
a meaningful journey through the Holy Season of Lent.

Date / Time Church / Presenter Topic / Language Location
Thursday, Saint Mary — English Saint John
February 23 ™ Fr. Malek Rihani “From Doubt to Sainthood: A 200 East North Ave.
7-9 PM 708-239-0004 Lenten Journey”. Northlake, IL
Thursday, Our Lady of Lebanon English Saint John
March 1 Fr. Charles Khachan “Toward the cross, the empty 250 South Villa Ave.
7-9 PM 630-932-9640 tomb, and beyond.” Villa Park, IL
Thursday, Saint John, Villa Park English Saint Mary
March 8™ Fr. Yacoub Youhanoun TBA 12147 S. Cicero Ave.
7-9 PM 847-533-6003 Alsip, IL
Thursday, Saint John, Northlake Arabic Our Lady of Lebanon
March 15 Fr. Fouad Sayegh "The Liturgical Year, Celebrat- 950 N. Grace
7-9 PM 708-562-7050 ing Christ and Journeying to- Lombard, IL

wards God."

“‘For what good is it if we abstain from birds and fishes, but bite
and devour our brothers and sisters?” st John Chrysostom

9




| Trlum h of Orthodﬂxy
Pan Orthodox Vespers

Sponsored by the Orthodox Christian Clergy Association of Greater Chicago

Sunday, March 4, 2012
at 6:30 p.m.

St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church
10307 S. Kolmar Avenue

Oak Lawn, IL

Homilist:
His Grace Bishop DANIEL

Western Eparchy,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church

of the U.S.A. @ @
THE SYNODIRON
THIS is the Faith of the Apostles!
Respnnses Ehﬂﬂtﬂd hy THIS is the Faith of the Fathers!
The P Btk Ol THIS is the Faith of the Orthodox!
€ Fan Jrthoaox oIir THIS is the Faith which has
of Greater Chicago established the Universe!

Gordana Trbuhovich, Director (5] (e
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downstairs during practice
but are encouraged to join us at

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lord’s Theophaowy
%! January 6th, we bless water which is used to dgrtbe |
:0: homes of all the faithful. In bringing the blesseakter to

»:1 our homes, and sprinkling it in each room, we nda o
:.: house of any evil influence, and rededicate it tal @G a
®, special way. As we were once renewed by the walfers
%! our own baptism into Christ, so too our home, andemtire lives, are g
:0: re-dedicated and renewed unto Christ our God eaah 3t this time.:oj
% Please contact Fr. Mousa at 708-979-3222 or FreMat 708-516- /&

¢S 8
::: 6417 if you would like your home blessed this year. :::
(2 a

\ AN ANANANANANINNNININNANININNININININNINININININININININININININI/NI/NNNY

PACaCa®a®a0a%a%a0a0a0a0a0a0a00000000020a000000000a020a000000000,0,0,0,0,0,0%,"
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2012 CONFERENCE & FRESTIVAL THEME

ORATORICAL
"The Bible... fills us

Orators are encouraged to:

v oretheir thoughts on the quote from John of Damascus.
. ;f«#ﬂn the joy, and comfort you receive from the scriptures.
. e how you hear the Scriptures in your life.

. e your favorite Bible story or section of the Scriptures, speaking
to why it is your favorite and what it brings to you and others.

Take into account the words of S5t John of Damascus:
T?tr:})(‘r:!isr text from St John of Damascus, from which our Conference theme

is taken, appears below:

“ All Scripture is inspired by
God and is profitable for training in
righteousness. [2 Tim. 3:16] The
soiil therefore gains great advantage
from the reading of the Bible.

Like a tree planted by streams of
water, [Ps. 1:3] the soul is irrigated
by the Bible and acquires wigor,
produces fruit, namely, true
faith, and is beautiful with a thousand
green leaves, mamely, actions that
please God. The Bible, in fact, leads
us towards pure holiness and holy
actions. In it we find encouragement
to all the virtues and the warning to
flee from evil.

The Bible is a scented garden,
delightful, beautiful. It enchants our

ears with birdsong in a sweet, divine
and spiritual harmony, it touches our
heart, comforts us in sormow, soothes
us in a moment of anger, and fills us
with eternal joy.

Let us knock at its gate with diligence
and with perseverance. Let us not
be discouraged from knocking. The
latch will be opened.

If we read a page of the Bible two or
three times and have not understood
it, let us not be tired of re-reading it
and meditating on it. Let us seek in
the fountain of this garden "a spring
of water welling up to eternal life,
[John 4:14] We shall taste a joy that
willnever dryup, because the grace of
the Bible garden is inexhaustible. 9%

Jokn Damascene On the Orthod ox Faith (The Fount of knowdedge ), Book 4 Chapter 17
Translation from "Drinking from the Hidden Fosntain® by Thossas Spidiik

An online version of John of Damascus® writing can be found at:
www.orthodoxyouth.org/JohnDamascene. pdf

You may want to read the entire 17*® Chapter of Book 4 referenced above.
The gquoted text appears on page 374 of the book itself — look at the
numbers on the page in the electronic version to get to the correct page.

" #1$

13

with cZernal joy."

For additional
information on the
Oratorical Festival, wisit:
EIlﬁﬂE}ﬁﬂIl.ﬂIg.’FESﬁVE]&

The Festivals are hosted by
the Fedowship of 5t John the
Divine.

Topioe deweloped amd printed
Ly the Deparmment of Youth




Commemorative Journal
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

Church of the Virgin Mary, Alsip, IL, Host Parish
June 27 - July 1, 2012

Would you like to commemorate
someone special, living or dead?

Would you like to advertise your
business or company to
Pages range from hundreds and hundreds
$200 - $1500 of people?

DEADLINE FOR AD MATERIAL Would you like to

AND DONATION IS simply give thanks to a group or

MAY 1, 2012 individual?

Questions? Contact Isa Riadi
(219-985-4433) or you can email
adbook2012@aol.com

14
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On February 19 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we

commemorate the holy, glorious and all-laudable stles

+ ; + - _ /

ble- , + 0 -martyr Nikita the
New of Epiros. Today, we commemorate the Second an
impartial Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. It ie tBhunday
of the Last Judgment—known also as Meat Fare Surday
the lesson of which occurs in today’s Holy Gospekus il-
lustrates to us God’s ineffable goodness and Hiatgove
for mankind. And so lest some who are lazy shoaitet
and spend the time appropriate to their salvamoime pur-
suit of sin, and be suddenly overtaken by death dikine
Fathers decree that on this day the remembrandaeof
Second Appearance of Christ may be celebratedintée-
tion is to remind them that, as God iIs good andnig\o
mankind, He is also a very righteous Judge Whomeco
penses each according to his deeds. Our Lord teache
that when we minister to our brother or sister, neally
minister to Him. This brings us righteousness afeddter-
nal. By Thine ineffable love for mankind, O Chr(sbd,
make us worthy of Thy devoted voice, number us amon

Thy righteous ones and have mercy on us. Amen.
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