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& Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese e PN
of North America ”
“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)

February 12, 2012

Sunday of the Prodigal Son
B ARAI N IN

12147 S. Cicero Avenue, Alsip, IL 60803
Phone : (708) 239-0004 Fax : (708) 221-6449
WWW.VIrginmaryoc.org

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: frmousa@gmail.com
Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrihani @hotmail.com
Dn. Saed Rihani - cell phone: (773) 454-2191, email: srihani6 @cs.com

Weekly Schedule of Services

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday: 9:15 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study

(Confessions by Appointment)




St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church
Welcomes and Congratulates His Grace

Axios ! mm"wﬁ’*

We congratulate His Grace Bishop Anthony Michaels
on his consecration and appointment as the new
Bishop of the Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest
and we welcome him on the occasion of his
first Archpastoral visit to Chicago and to St. Mary's!

As a token of our love, appreciation,
and congratulations, our parish of St.
Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church
has presented to His Grace a set of
red episcopal vestments. May he
always wear them in the best of
health. Congratulations! Mabrouk!
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Welcome to the Church of the Virgin Mary! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greet-
ings to you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at
home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the
ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God

bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.
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Clergy, Parish Council, Committees, and Ministries

Parish Clergy:

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor
Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani

Rev. Dn. Saed Rihani
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis

Parish Council:

Presiding Officer
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad
Chairman

Fadi Abu Manneh
Vice Chairman
Rashid Sweis
Treasurer

Abdullah Tadros
Financial Secretary
Samer Tadros
Secretary

Abeer Khouri
Council Members:
George Barakat
Maher Ibrahim

CJ Kari

Bassam Salman

Faris Samawi

Ramzi Sweis

Committees:

Altar / Liturgics

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani
PLC 2012

Abdullah Tadros & CJ Kari
Expansion & Maintenance
Luai Sweiss

Fundraising & Stewardship
Rashid Sweis & Bassam Salman
Financial

Abdullah Tadros
Communication

Abeer Khouri

Constitution

Ramzi Sweis

Humanitarian

Shireen Salman

Ushering

Isa Riadi

Web Master

Sana Sweis

Office Secretary
Katia Haddad

Organizations and Ministries:

Sunday School Director

Omar Sweiss

Sunday School Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

Ladies Guild President
Kholoud Swais

Ladies Guild Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

Fellowship President

Khalil Haddad

Fellowship Spiritual Director
Fr. Mousa Haddad

SOYO President

Hadeel Sweis

SOYO Adyvisor

Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani
SOYO Spiritual Director

Fr. Malek Rihani

Handmaids of the Lord
Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad
Handmaids Spiritual Director
Fr. Malek Rihani

Choir Director

Michael Rascia

Chanter

Khaled Salman & Faris Samawi

Church Hall Rental - Call: 708-691-0827 or email: katiahaddad @virginmaryoc.org
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Entrance Hymn
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Two)
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then
Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from

beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou
giver of life, glory to Thee.
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Troparion of St. Meletios Archbishop of Antioch (Tone Four)

Thou didst appear to thy flock as a rule of faith, an image of humility and a teacher of
abstinence. Because of thy lowliness, heaven was opened to thee. Because of thy
poverty, riches were granted to thee. Holy Bishop Meletios, pray to Christ our God to
save our souls.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the
Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Prodigal Son (Tone Three)

When I disobeyed in ignorance thy Fatherly glory, I wasted in iniquities the riches that
thou gavest me. Wherefore, I cry to thee with the voice of the prodigal son, saying: I

have sinned before thee, O compassionate Father, receive me repentant, and make me as
one of thy hired servants.
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Epistle for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son
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Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us!

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous!

The Reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (6:12-20).
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful. All things are
lawful for me, but I will not be enslaved by anything. Food is meant for the stomach
and the stomach for food; but God will destroy both one and the other. The body is
not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised
the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. Do you not know that your bodies
are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take the members of Christ and make them
members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself to a
prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two shall become
one flesh.” But he who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him. Shun im-
morality. Every other sin which a man commits is outside the body; but the immoral
man sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you were
bought with a price. So glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.
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Gospel for the Sunday Of the Prodigal Son
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (15:11-32).

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that
falls to me.” And he divided his living between them. Not many days later, the
younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there
he squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a
great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and
joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields
to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and
no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of
my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with
hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your
son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”” And he arose and came to his fa-
ther. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion,
and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I
have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son.” But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and
put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fat-
ted calf and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; for this my son was dead, and is
alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And they began to make merry. Now his
elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard
music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant.
And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted
calf, because he has received him safe and sound.” But the son was angry and re-
fused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his fa-
ther, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your com-
mand; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends.
But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you
killed for him the fatted calf!” And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me,
and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this
your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost and is found.””



Gospel for the Sunday Of the Prodigal Son
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to
provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-
pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service.
What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-
ship among our community.

Hospitality Teams
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy
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Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 5.9¢-allg (wlaall

02/12: Emad and Issam Haddad & Family ALlally slas sliacy slae :02/12
02/19: Bishara Sweis & Family Alally ey goa 3505 :02/19
02/26: Elia and Lily Sweiss & Family ALlally Jaysea s WL :02/26
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Epistle Readers:
Today: English - Sandra Khouri, Arabic - Asmahan Fakhouri
Next Week: English -Lana Sweis, Avabic - Nour Swaiss

o e o i e e o e R e

02/12: Team C (Captain Arrar Amaser): Omar Nemvri, Mathew Nemri, Samer Sweis , Elia Sweiss,
Simon Tadros, , George Corey, Woody Corey, Mark Sweis

02/19: Team A (Captain Jordan Rihani): Odei Sweis, Yousif Saigh, Jimmy Salman, Jai Riske, Sean
Rihani, Daniel Al- Nemrti, Joseph Sweis, Matthew Ibrahim, Gabe Corey, Sam Corey, David Sweis
02/26: Team B (Captain Ramiz Riadi): Rami Sweis, , Yazen Swaiss, Anthony Rihani, Saleem
Swais, Sharbel Samawi, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Fallouh, Louis Corey, Alexander Corey
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“Bible Verse of the \Week”

“Do not those who plot evil go astray? But those who plan what is good find love and
faithfulness.” proverbs 14:22
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O HOUSE BLESSINGS

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lord’s Theophany on January
6th, we bless water which is used to sanctify the homes of all the
faithful. In bringing the blessed water to our homes, and sprin-
kling it in each room, we rid our house of any evil influence, and
Pad rededicate it to God in a special way. As we were once renewed
'.‘ by the waters of our own baptism into Christ, so too our home,
. and our entire lives, are re-dedicated and renewed unto Christ our
’.‘ God each year at this time. Please contact Fr. Mousa at 708-979-

€ 3222 or Fr. Malek at 708-516-6417 if you would like your home

P. .
blessed this year. .
A\
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Lent & Holy Week Services 2012 bzl & gy aluall cileda

February 29 lalui

Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 4 Galull (ulasl) 2o lag Y

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

March 2 )3

Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y 3ally mate 4033 tdaeal)

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

March 7 )3}

:;bu_)‘\]\

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

March 9 )3

Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y 3ally mate 4033 tdaeal)

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

March 14 )3l

Ll Gl a8 2 Lay Y

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

March 16 )31

Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y 3ally mate 4033 tdaeal)

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

March 21 )3

Ll Gl a8 2 Lay Y

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

March 23 )3

Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y 3ally mate 4033 tdaeal)

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

March 25 )3

Sunday: Annunciation Liturgy 3)ldall aml (lasl) deas :

10:30am \alua

March 28 )31

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

March 30 )\5\

Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y} 3ally /ate 4a3d 1daasl)

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

April 7 oyl

Saturday: Lazarus Saturday Liturgy _jlel Cud (ulasll )

10:30am alua

April 8 (jlans

Sunday: Palm Sunday Liturgy (mledll el (uladl) deas aal)

Sunday: 1st Bridegroom Service ‘QJ&\ caadl zaay)

10:30am alua

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

April 9 Ly

Monday: 2nd Bridegroom Service 4pGll pall @ opdy)

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

April 10 o)l

Tuesday: 3rd Bridegroom Service 4alGll (jall 1o B

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

April 11 (o

Wednesday: Holy Unction Service (mwiall Cuill 83ia iolay JS!\

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

April 12 o)l

Thursday: Divine Liturgy of St. Basil aaall (s galails (ulad £ pusaddl

Thursday: 12 Passion Gospels «—lally Jaail 12 4aa 1 puedl)

10:30am Wlua

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

April 13 ol

Friday: Royal Hours <hle Ll a2 1daaall
Friday: Taking Down From the Cross i shaall J)3) 4024 1dzaall
Friday: Lamentations zepsall jlis :daeall
(GOOD FRIDAY All-Night VIGIL to follow ) s )

10:30am slua
3:00pm ¢ Luse

7:00pm ¢ Lusa

April 14 ()l

Saturday: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil il s (elad 1)

Saturday: Rush Procession & Matins followed by Paschal Liturgy

10:30am Wlua

10:00pm ¢ L

April 15 ()l

Sunday: AGAPE VESPERS <iee Ll 83ba taaY)

1:00pm ) el
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| Trlum h of Orthodﬂxy
Pan Orthodox Vespers

Sponsored by the Orthodox Christian Clergy Association of Greater Chicago

Sunday, March 4, 2012
at 6:30 p.m.

St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church
10307 S. Kolmar Avenue

Oak Lawn, IL

Homilist:
His Grace Bishop DANIEL

Western Eparchy,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church

of the U.S.A. @ @
THE SYNODIRON
THIS is the Faith of the Apostles!
Respnnses Ehﬂﬂtﬂd hy THIS is the Faith of the Fathers!
The P Btk Ol THIS is the Faith of the Orthodox!
€ Fan Jrthoaox oIir THIS is the Faith which has
of Greater Chicago established the Universe!

Gordana Trbuhovich, Director (5] (e
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Orators are encouraged to:

v oretheir thoughts on the quote from John of Damascus.
. f.;f«.q-ﬂn the joy, and comfort you receive from the scriptures.

. e how you hear the Scriptures in your life.

. e your favorite Bible story or section of the Scriptures, speaking
to why it is your favorite and what it brings to you and others.

Take into account the words of S5t John of Damascus:
Tﬁﬂ{u”ﬂf text from St John of Damascus, from which our Conference theme

is taken, appears below:

“ All Scripture is inspired by
God and is profitable for training in
righteousness. [2 Tim. 3:16] The
soiil therefore gains great advantage
from the reading of the Bible.

Like a tree planted by streams of
water, [Ps. 1:3] the soul is irrigated
by the Bible and acquires wigor,
produces fruit, namely, true
faith, and is beautiful with a thousand
green leaves, mamely, actions that
please God. The Bible, in fact, leads
us towards pure holiness and holy
actions. In it we find encouragement
to all the virtues and the warning to
flee from evil.

The Bible is a scented garden,
delightful, beautiful. It enchants our

ears with birdsong in a sweet, divine
and spiritual harmony, it touches our
heart, comforts us in sormow, soothes
us in a moment of anger, and fills us
with eternal joy.

Let us knock at its gate with diligence
and with perseverance. Let us not
be discouraged from knocking. The
latch will be opened.

If we read a page of the Bible two or
three times and have not understood
it, let us not be tired of re-reading it
and meditating on it. Let us seek in
the fountain of this garden "a spring
of water welling up to eternal life,
[John 4:14] We shall taste a joy that
willnever dryup, because the grace of
the Bible garden is inexhaustible. 9%

b, 1ok B rnloreill foaloial

2012 CONFERENCE & FRESTIVAL THEME

ORATORICAL

"The Bible... fills us
with cZernal joy."

For additional
information on the
Oratorical Festival, wisit:
EIlﬁﬂ-E."hiﬂIl.EIIg]"FESﬁVE]&

The Festivals are hosted by
the Fedowship of 5t John the
Divine.

Topioe deweloped amd printed
Ly the Deparmment of Youth

Jokn Damascene On the Orthod ox Faith (The Fount of knowdedge ), Book 4 Chapter 17
Translation from "Drinking from the Hidden Fosntain® by Thossas Spidiik

An online version of John of Damascus® writing can be found at:
www.orthodoxyouth.org/JohnDamascene. pdf

You may want to read the entire 17*® Chapter of Book 4 referenced above.
The gquoted text appears on page 374 of the book itself — look at the
numbers on the page in the electronic version to get to the correct page.

If you are between 13-19 years old and you are interested in participating in next year’s
Oratorical Festival, please let Kh. Delia know. We will start working on the speeches soon!
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Midwest Parish Life Conference 2012

Commemorative Journal
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

Church of the Virgin Mary, Alsip, IL, Host Parish
—e June 27 - July 1, 2012

Would you like to commemorate
someone special, living or dead?
Would you like to advertise your
business or company to
hundreds and hundreds

$200 - $1500 of people?

DEADLINE FOR AD MATERIAL Would you like to
AND DONATION IS simply give thanks to a group or
MAY1, 2012 individual?

Questions? Contact Isa Riadi
(219-985-4433) or you can email
adbook2012@aol.com

14




55 Maxims for Christian Living
By Fr. Thomas Hopko

1. Be always with Christ.
2. Pray as you can, not as you want.

3. Have a keepable rule of prayer that you do by disci-
pline.

4. Say the Lord's Prayer several times a day.

5. Have a short prayer that you constantly repeat when
your mind is not occupied with other things.

6. Make some prostrations when you pray.

7. Eat good foods in moderation.

8. Keep the Church's fasting rules.

9. Spend some time in silence every day.

10. Do acts of mercy in secret.

11. Go to liturgical services regularly

12. Go to confession and communion regularly.

13. Do not engage intrusive thoughts and feelings. Cut
them off at the start.

14. Reveal all your thoughts and feelings regularly to a
trusted person.

15. Read the scriptures regularly.

16. Read good books a little at a time.

17. Cultivate communion with the saints.

18. Be an ordinary person.

19. Be polite with everyone.

20. Maintain cleanliness and order in your home.
21. Have a healthy, wholesome hobby.

22. Exercise regularly.

23. Live a day, and a part of a day, at a time.

24. Be totally honest, first of all, with yourself.
25. Be faithful in little things.

26. Do your work, and then forget it.

27. Do the most difficult and painful things first.

28. Face reality.

29. Be grateful in all things.

30. Be cheerful.

31. Be simple, hidden, quiet and small.

32. Never bring attention to yourself.

33. Listen when people talk to you.

34. Be awake and be attentive.

35. Think and talk about things no more than necessary.

36. When we speak, speak simply, clearly, firmly and
directly.

37. Flee imagination, analysis, figuring things out.
38. Flee carnal, sexual things at their first appearance.
39. Don't complain, mumble, murmur or whine.

40. Don't compare yourself with anyone.

41. Don't seek or expect praise or pity from anyone.
42. We don't judge anyone for anything.

43. Don't try to convince anyone of anything.

44. Don't defend or justify yourself.

45. Be defined and bound by God alone.

46. Accept criticism gratefully but test it critically.

47. Give advice to others only when asked or obligated to
do so.

48. Do nothing for anyone that they can and should do
for themselves.

49. Have a daily schedule of activities, avoiding whim
and caprice.

50. Be merciful with yourself and with others.

51. Have no expectations except to be fiercely tempted to
your last breath.

52. Focus exclusively on God and light, not on sin and
darkness.

53. Endure the trial of yourself and your own faults and
sins peacefully, serenely, because you know that God's
mercy is greater than your wretchedness.

54. When we fall, get up immediately and start over.

55. Get help when you need it, without fear and without
shame.




On February 12 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we
commemorate our father among the saints Meletios,
archbishop of Antioch; New-martyr Christos of Constan-
tinople; and Alexis, metropolitan of Moscow. On this
day, we make remembrance of the Parable of the Prodi-
gal Son, which occurs in the noble Gospel and which
our deified Fathers reinstituted in the Triodion. In the
parable our Savior tells, Jesus illustrates three things: the
condition of the sinner, the canon of repentance and the
knowledge of God’s compassion. For in the person of
the prodigal son, we view the wretched condition that
sin creates for us, distant from God and His Sacraments.
However, we become aware of ourselves and awaken,
hastening with hope to return to Him through repen-
tance. Our Savior wants to call back to His mansions all
those who have been overtaken by despair, lacking hope
of forgiveness for their grave sins. The Father encour-
ages all of his lost children to remove the desperation
from their hearts, and revive their energies for virtuous
deeds. Through Thine ineffable love for mankind, O
Christ our God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
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