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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)
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Thirty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
Fifteenth Sunday of Luke
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12147 S. Cicero Avenue, Alsip, IL 60803
Phone : (708) 239-0004 Fax : (708) 221-6449
WWW.VIrginmaryoc.org

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: frmousa@gmail.com
Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrihani @hotmail.com
Dn. Saed Rihani - cell phone: (773) 454-2191, email: srihani6 @cs.com

Weekly Schedule of Services

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday: 9:15 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study

(Confessions by Appointment)




Welcome to the Church of the Virgin Mary! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greet-
ings to you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at
home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the
ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God

bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.
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Clergy, Parish Council, Committees, and Ministries

Parish Clergy: Committees: Organizations and Ministries:
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor  Altar / Liturgics Sunday School Director
Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani Rita Sweiss
Rev. Dn. Saed Rihani . Expansion Sunday School Spiritual Director
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis . . Fr. Mousa Haddad
Luai Sweiss . ) ]
.. Ladies Guild President
Parish Council: Communication Kholoud Swais
. Martha Eannace Ladies Guild Spiritual Director
Pre51d1ng Officer Financial Fr. Mousa Haddad
Rev. F r. Mousa Haddad Abdullah Tadros & Samer Tadros Fellowship President
Chairman Fundraising Khalil Haddad
Fadi Abu Manneh Fell D Spiri .
X : Ramzi Sweis ellowship Spiritual Director
Vice Chairman Fr M Haddad
Rashid Sweis Building Maintenance . Mousa adda
SOYO President
Treasurer Scott Johnson .
. Hadeel Sweis
g{?dullafl lTan’” 0s Humanitarian SOYO Adyvisor
S lnanc;ad ecretary Shireen Salman Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani
Samert aaros Stewardship SOYO Spiritual Director
ecretary i Rashid Sweis Fr. Malek Rihani
Abeer Khouri Handmaids of the Lord
Council Members: Web Master A
. Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad
George Barakat Sana Sweis

Maher Ibrahim
Bassam Salman

Office Secretary

Handmaids Spiritual Director
Fr. Malek Rihani

j ] Choir Director
Faris Samawi : :
Ramzi Sweis Katia Haddad Michael Rascia

Chanter

Khaled Salman, Faris Samawi

Church Hall Rental - Call: 708-691-0827 or email: katiahaddad @virginmaryoc.org
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Changes in the Liturgy
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Entrance Hymn
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Seven)
Thou didst shatter death by Thy cross; Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn the
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sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy, and didst bid Thine apostles proclaim a warning that |
Thou hast risen, O Christ, granting to the world the great mercy. H
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Troparion of St. Timothy the Apostle (Tone Four)

Since thou hadst been instructed in uprightness thoroughly and wast vigilant in all things, thou wast
clothed with a good conscience as befitteth one holy. Thou didst draw from the Chosen Vessel
ineffable mysteries; and having kept the Faith, thou didst finish the course, O Hieromartyr and Apostle
Timothy. Intercede with Christ God that our souls may be saved.
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Troparion of St. Anastasios the Persian (Tone Four)
Thy Martyr, O Lord, by his struggle hath received from thee, our God, the imperishable crown,;

because, acquiring thy strength, he demolished usurpers and crushed the powerless might of Satan.
Therefore, through his intercessions, O Christ God, save our souls
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)
In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling asleep thou

hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by
thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Presentation of our Lord to the Temple (Tone One)
Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst bless

Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in peace, and confirm them whom
Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind.
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Epistle for the Thirty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
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The Lord will give strength to his people!

Bring to the Lord, O sons of God, bring to the Lord honor and glory!
The Reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy (4:9-15).
Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance. For
to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living
God, who 1s the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe.
Command and teach these things. Let no one despise your youth, but
set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in
purity. Till I come, attend to the public reading of scripture, to preach-
ing, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you
by prophetic utterance when the council of elders laid their hands upon
you. Practice these duties, devote yourself to them, so that all may see
your progress.
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Gospel for the Fifteenth Sunday of Luke
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (19:1-10).
At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. And there was
a man named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector, and rich. And he
sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, on account of the crowd, be-
cause he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a
sycamore tree to see Jesus, for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus
came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste
and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” So he made haste and
came down, and received him joyfully. And when they saw it they all mur-
mured, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And Zac-
chaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I
give to the poor; and if I have defrauded any one of anything, I restore it
fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house,
since he also 1s a son of Abraham. For the Son of man came to seek and to
save the lost.”
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Godparents' Sunday
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RECONFIRMATION OF BAPTISMAL VOWS BY GODPARENTS AND GODCHILD

Immediately before the Creed, the Priest invites the
congregation to face west to reconfirm their baptis-
mal vows, saying:
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PRIEST: Do you renounce Satan, and all
his angels, and all his works, and all his
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services, and all his pride? (3x)
ALL: T do.

PRIEST: Have you renounced Satan?
(3x)

ALL: I have.
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PRIEST: Breathe and spit upon him!

Now the Priest directs the congregation to face east,
saying:
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PRIEST: Do you unite yourself unto
Christ?(3x)
ALL: T do.
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PRIEST: Have you united yourself unto
Christ? (3x)
ALL: T have.
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PRIEST: Do you believe in Him?
ALL: I believe in Him as King and as God.
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Now the congregation recites the Creed

Alad) ) g ¢yl GV

All: T believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and off all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
the Only-Begotten, begotten of the Father be-
fore all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of
Very God, begotten, not made; of one essence
with the Father, by whom all things were
made. Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from Heaven, and was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was
made man. And was crucified also for us un-
der Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was bur-
ied. And the third day He rose again, accord-
ing to the Scriptures. And ascended into
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the Fa-
ther. And He shall come again with glory to
judge the quick and the dead, whose kingdom
shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and
Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son together is
worshipped and glorified, who spake by the
Prophets.

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apos-
tolic Church;

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission
of sins;

I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the
Life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRIEST: Have you united yourself unto
Christ? (3x)
ALL: T have.
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PRIEST: Then bow down before Him.
ALL: I bow down before the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit, the Trinity,
one in Essence and undivided.
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PRIEST: Blessed is God Who desires
that all men should be saved, and should
come to the knowledge of the truth, now

and ever and unto the ages of ages.
ALL: Amen.
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A Prayer of Godparents
Ol 3Mua

O Lord Jesus Christ our God, we thank You
for all the good things that You have showered
upon us from above, blessings seen and unseen
and for the sacred task that You have placed
before us as Godparents of our spiritual chil-
dren. Recalling Your words to let the little chil-
dren come unto You and that it is not the will
of our Heavenly Father that one of these little
ones should perish, we beg You to look upon
our spiritual children and have mercy on them.

Grant them the grace to know You and the de-
sire to serve You. Inscribe their names in Your
book of life. Let no evil thought find a place in
their hearts and become a passion that brings
destruction. Rather surround our Godchildren
with Your heavenly angels. Having been bap-
tized with the Holy Spirit and fire, guide them
toward Your blessed commandments and burn
up the weeds of all their offenses.
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Forgive us, also, Lord, for all of the ways in
which we have neglected, in thought, word or
deed, to set an example of repentance and faith
for our spiritual children to follow. Enlighten
our hearts and minds with the will and knowl-
edge, from this moment forward, to fulfill our
holy calling as the sponsors of their birth on
high.

For thou art our life, O Christ our God, and
unto thee do we ascribe glory, together with
thy father who is from everlasting, and thine all
-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, always, now
and ever, and unto ages of ages. AMEN!
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PRAYER FOR THE SANCTITY OF LIFE

)
@ Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord!
%

(%

(-% All: Lord, have mercy!

(%

)

® Priest: O Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of the Father;

L/V) Who took on our Human nature to restore its sanctity. Do Thou the same Lord,
@ enlighten Thy people here present and throughout the world, with the knowledge L/
%) that all life is a sacred gift from Thee, from the instant of conception, to the last %
A

: 5

q breath. Dispel from our minds the subjective concept of quality of life, and im- |¥%!

(%

%3l plant the objective truth of its preciousness. When we consider abortion, remind

(-% us that Thou wast conceived and grew in Thy mother's womb. When we consider %

(%

2] euthanasia, call to mind the leper, the paralytic, and Thy friend Lazarus, and how

(%

q Thy greatness was revealed through their suffering. When we consider the eld- t()
@ erly, call to mind Simeon and Anna the Prophetess who proclaimed Thee to the ®
@ world before the Forerunner, and Thy grandparents Joachim and Anna, who bore |§

C and reared Thy most pure mother, despite their advanced age, preparing her to be 4
A

q Thy living Temple. When we consider criminals to be executed, call to mind not ®
(\'/_) only the penitent Thief, but also that Thou wast executed though beyond inno- ®
@ cent. As at the tower of Babel, and in the wilderness of Sinai, have we Thy peo- |§

%] ple lost sight of Thy Truth, but restore us in Thy mercy O Lord. Make us instru- &3

; :

q ments of Thy Will, that by loving example, we may lead our misguided brethren A
A

(%

q to Thee, unworthy as we are. Dispel also from us, over zealousness and aggres- &A

3

(\'/J sive acts, for Thou saved us, not by summoning twelve legions of angels, but by ®
2 healing the ear of the chief priest’s servant and teaching and adjuring the people g
@ in love, even from the Cross. Grant this, we entreat Thee, O Thou who lovest A

(%

A
q mankind, for Thou alone art the Creator and Master of all, and unto Thee do we ®
N

% ascribe glory, together with Thine unoriginate Father and Thine All-holy, good 2

(%

Q and life giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen!
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to
provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-
pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service.
What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-
ship among our community.

Hospitality Teams
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy

== =meme s TS T emesseT S

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 5.9¢-allg (wlaall

01/22: Jamal Khouri and Family Liladly 558 Jlea :01/22
01/29: Steve and Hana Haddad and Family Alilally slas Liay caiin :01/29
02/05: Ziad and May Sweis and Family Wlally Jaysa 05245 :02/05
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Epistle Readers:
Today: English - Futien Joanson , Arabic - Lily Sweiss
Next Week: English -Rachel E. Taros , Arvabic - Norma Tadros
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01/22 Team C (Captain Arrar Amaser): Omar Nemri, Mathew Nemri, Samer Sweis , Elia Sweiss,
Simon Tadros, , George Corey, Woody Corey, Mark Sweis

01/29: Team A (Captain Jordan Rihani): Odei Sweis, Yousif Saigh, Jimmy Salman, Jai Riske, Sean
Rihani, Daniel Al- Nemrti, Joseph Sweis, Matthew Ibrahim, Gabe Corey, Sam Corey, David Sweis
02/05: Team B (Captain Ramiz Riadi): Rami Sweis, , Yazen Swaiss, Anthony Rihani, Saleem
Swais, Sharbel Samawi, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Fallouh, Louis Corey, Alexander Corey
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“Bible Verse of the \Week”

“Whatever you wish that men would do to you, do so to them,; for this is the law and the
prophets.” - Matthew 7:12
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The Fellowship of St. John the Divine
Cordially Invites You To St. Mary’s Annual

t, Valentine’s Hafleh |

Honoring the first visit to Chicago of
His Grace ANTHONY Michaels
Bishop of Toledo and the Midwest

Saturday, 02/11/2012

Time - 7:00 pm

St. Constantine and Helen
11025 South Roberts Road
Palos Hills, 1L 60465

TICKETS:
Adults-$30
Children under Twelve-$15
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v To purchase your tickets or if you have any questions, see any of the Fellowship officers. v

»FOOD! MUSIC! RAFFLE! DABKE PERFORMANCE!«
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O HOUSE BLESSINGS

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lord’s Theophany on January
6th, we bless water which is used to sanctify the homes of all the
faithful. In bringing the blessed water to our homes, and sprin-
kling it in each room, we rid our house of any evil influence, and
Pad rededicate it to God in a special way. As we were once renewed
'.‘ by the waters of our own baptism into Christ, so too our home,
. and our entire lives, are re-dedicated and renewed unto Christ our
’.‘ God each year at this time. Please contact Fr. Mousa at 708-979-

€ 3222 or Fr. Malek at 708-516-6417 if you would like your home

P. .
blessed this year. .
A\

!
b

7.1 T |

P.1 R

"‘ by |

Pad osehll de B piegell Gign a4 GalSl) s o) Baladl s
}:‘ e U8 0 GBI sl e bl asdl 8 (Lelaall ae) oY)
P.{ 2an35 5l 1)V (e Cisal) Jedad el e lall iy Cagull s
}.1 Wigs G, mpally lipigens 3 Laaad LS. s ) ) L)
>.< S o gl 1an a3 gl pmpesal) 2l ) Lg3ait) 2355 1S il
'd&wy%\ibdmiﬁoiﬁaewﬁggiﬁdm@ﬁ-eb
"‘ 708-516-6417 <ila e ellle NG ) 708-979-3222 Ciila

S\
$-ORV VOOV




Fellowship of St.John the Divine

INIMMEDIATELY AFTER LITURGY!!

JOIN US & HELP SUPPORT YOUR FELLOWSHIP
BY ENJOYING A FALAFEL SANDWICH

E——
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%\, Can you imagine going to school without a pencil or a notebook? Well,
"\, in most of the countries, there are children who do not have even
“\ these basic school supplies. Church World Service along with TOCC,
“\ makes it possible to send school kits to needy children through its
service kits program. By putting fogether a service kit, you can give
Q%‘a less fortunate child the tools needed to do well in school. CWS will
collect the kits at a warehouse facility, prepare them for shipment
@%and work together with TOCC to make sure these kits reach these
%, children when needed.
AN
“\. A big thank you goes out to an anynomous donor who was able to
@Xsupply ALL the materials needed to make 100 Emergency School
Kits for the children who are less fortunate as well as a big thank
@%you to the SOYO for putting together these Emergency School
Kits.
@%Each kit included:

a4

« A cloth bag

1 pair of scissors
3 spiral notebooks
1 ruler

1 pencil sharpener
6 pencils

1 eraser (and)

1 box of crayons

These school kits will be shipped to children in need through the
efforts of CWA and IOCC
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Orators are encouraged to:

v re thair thoughts on the quote from John of Damascus.
. :;f—.-r{ﬁ:n the joy, and comfort you receive from the scriptures.

" S how you hear the Scriptures in your life.

I your favorite Bible story or section of the Scriptures, spealting
to why it is your favorite and what it brings to you and others.

Take into account the words of 5t John of Damascus:
The }){‘u!isr text from St John of Damascus, from which our Conference theme

is taken, appears below:

“ All Scripture is inspired by
God and is profitable for training in
righteousness. [2 Tim. 3:16] The
soiil therefore gains great advantage
from the reading of the Bible.

Like a tree planted by streams of
water, [Ps. 1:3] the soul is irrigated
by the Bible and acquires wigor,
produces friit, namely, true
faith, and is beautiful with a thousand
green leaves, namely, actions that
please God. The Bible, in fact, loads
us towards pure holiness and holy
actions. In it we find encouragement
to all the virtues and the warning to
flee from ewil.

The Bible is a scented garden,
delightful, beautitul. It enchants our

ears with birdsong in a sweet, divine
and spiritual harmony, it touches our
heart, comfiorts us in sorrow, soothes
us in a moment of anger, and fills us
with eternal joy.

Lat usknockat its gate with diligence
and with perseverance. Let us not
be discouraged from knocking. The
latch will be opened.

If we read a page of the Bible two or
three times and have not understood
it, let us not be tired of re-reading it
and meditating on it. Let us seek in
the fountain of this garden ‘a spring
of water welling up to eternal life,
[John 4:14] We shall taste a joy that
willnever dryup, because the grace of
the Bible garden is inexhaustible. J%
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2012 CONFERENCE & FESTIVAL THEME

ORATORICAL

"The Bible... fills us
with cZernal joy."

For additional
information on the
Oratorical Festival, wisit:
ﬂnﬁuuhiﬂn.nrg."Fesﬁva.l&

The Festnrals are hosted by
the Fellpwship of 5t John the
Divine.

Taopioe developed and printed
Ly the Deparment of Youth

ok Damascene, On the Orthod o Faith (The Foust of knowdedge ), Book 4 Chapter 17
Translation from “Dirinking from the Hidden Fowntain® by Thowas Spidiik

An online version of John of Damascus” writing can be found at:
www.orthodoxyouth.org/JohnDamascene. pdf

You may want to read the entire 17* Chapter of Book 4 referenced above.
The quoted text appears on page 374 of the book itself — look at the
numbers on the page in the electronic version to get to the correct page.

If you are between 13-19 years old and you are interested in participating in next year’s
Oratorical Festival, please let Kh. Delia know. We will start working on the speeches soon!
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Oh Annual SOYO Christmas Letreat 2011

“THE BIBLE FILLS US WITH
ETERNAL JOY...”

11}
R

L.A.R.

Life After the Retreat
Saturday, February 4, 2012
5:30 p.m.

All retreat participants and parents are invited!
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Midwest Parish Life Conference 2012

Commemorative Journal
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

Church of the Virgin Mary, Alsip, IL, Host Parish
—e June 27 - July 1, 2012

Would you like to commemorate
someone special, living or dead?
Would you like to advertise your
business or company to
hundreds and hundreds

$200 - $1500 of people?

DEADLINE FOR AD MATERIAL Would you like to
AND DONATION IS simply give thanks to a group or
MAY1, 2012 individual?

Questions? Contact Isa Riadi
(219-985-4433) or you can email
adbook2012@aol.com
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; $t. Mary’s Capital Campaign
Given for the Glory of God '

a.u\q;,d@ﬁ

SUMMARY:

Purchase cost of Stone Church: $1,475,000
Total Donations: $675,203
Donations pledged for Closing: $625,203
5 Donations pledged post-closing: $50,000 5
Mortgage Commitments: $60,000 a year for 5 years

'WHAT WE HAVE NOW FOR CLOSING:

- $750,000 — United Trust Bank Loan
1$625,203 — Commitments pledged for closing
$ 25,000 — Earnest Money Down Payment
$1,400,203 - TOTAL

WHAT WE STILL NEED TO CLOSE:

574,797

Thank you for your support!




On January 22, we commemorate the holy Apostle Timothy,
disciple of the holy Apostle Paul. Timothy was one of the Seventy
Apostles, born in Lystra in Lycaonia. Timothy first met with the
great Apostle Paul in Lystra and was himself a witness when Paul
healed the one lame from birth (Acts 14:8-10). Later, Timothy con-
stantly traveled with of Paul, to places like Achaia, Macedonia, Italy
and Spain. Sweet in soul, he was a great zealot for the Faith, and a
superb preacher. Timothy contributed much to the spreading and es-
tablishing of the Christian Faith. Paul calls him “my own son in the
faith” (I Tim. 1:2). After Paul’s martyrdom, Timothy had John the
Evangelist as his teacher. But when John was banished from Ephe-
sus to the 1sland of Patmos, Timothy remained in Ephesus to serve as
bishop. During the time of an idolatrous feast in 93 A.D., the pagans
attacked Timothy and killed him. Later, his honorable relics were
interred in the Church of the Twelve Apostles in Constantinople
along side of the graves of Luke the Evangelist and Andrew the First
-called.On this day, we also commemorate the Venerable-martyr An-
astasios the Persian. When Emperor Heraclius warred with the Per-
sians, Anastasios deserted to the Christians. He went to Jerusalem
where he was baptized and tonsured a monk. Anastasios joyfully
read the hagiography of the holy martyrs; and in reading it, he mois-
tened the book with his tears and ardently yearned for martyrdom.
The Lord finally crowned him with the martyr’s wreath on this day
in 628 A.D., in the town of Bethsaloe near Nineveh. On this day, we
also commemorate the Venerable Joseph the Sanctified of Crete. By
the intercessions of Thy Saints, O God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
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