of North America
“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)

January 15, 2012

Twenty-Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
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12147 S. Cicero Avenue, Alsip, IL 60803
Phone : (708) 239-0004 Fax : (708) 221-6449
WWW.VIrgINnmaryoc.org

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: frmousa@gmail.com
Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrihani @hotmail.com
Dn. Saed Rihani - cell phone: (773) 454-2191, email: srihani6 @cs.com

Weekly Schedule of Services

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday: 9:15 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study

(Confessions by Appointment)




Welcome to the Church of the Virgin Mary! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greet-
ings to you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at
home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the
ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God

bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.

pda ilS 13 L a5lald) Apalal Ll 2SDSlaly 181 360 o L tayye o lydall 4 6 o) Slal
N I PRGN Y PR E¥¥ RENVRPNPR IS I P PRV RPP T LS R P R
Sle @sind A "Gl Gilasbs 4e)) e e deadll g b A€l b (e lud) sl

Ll Aaxd sane Gid Aaaally ale axiyy oSSl Al LA glaal) il sladl)

Clergy, Parish Council, Committees, and Ministries

Parish Clergy: Committees: Organizations and Ministries:
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor  Altar / Liturgics Sunday School Director
Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani Rita Sweiss
Rev. Dn. Saed Rihani . Expansion Sunday School Spiritual Director
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis . . Fr. Mousa Haddad
Luai Sweiss . ) ]
.. Ladies Guild President
Parish Council: Communication Kholoud Swais
. Martha Eannace Ladies Guild Spiritual Director
Pre51d1ng Officer Financial Fr. Mousa Haddad
Rev. F r. Mousa Haddad Abdullah Tadros & Samer Tadros Fellowship President
Chairman Fundraising Khalil Haddad
Fadi Abu Manneh Fell D Spiri .
X : Ramzi Sweis ellowship Spiritual Director
Vice Chairman Fr M Haddad
Rashid Sweis Building Maintenance . Mousa adda
SOYO President
Treasurer Scott Johnson .
. Hadeel Sweis
g{?dullafl lTan’” 0s Humanitarian SOYO Adyvisor
S lnanc;ad ecretary Shireen Salman Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani
Samert aaros Stewardship SOYO Spiritual Director
ecretary i Rashid Sweis Fr. Malek Rihani
Abeer Khouri Handmaids of the Lord
Council Members: Web Master A
. Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad
George Barakat Sana Sweis

Maher Ibrahim
Bassam Salman

Office Secretary

Handmaids Spiritual Director
Fr. Malek Rihani

j ] Choir Director
Faris Samawi : :
Ramzi Sweis Katia Haddad Michael Rascia

Chanter

Khaled Salman, Faris Samawi

Church Hall Rental - Call: 708-691-0827 or email: katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org
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Changes in the Liturgy
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Entrance Hymn
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Six)

When Mary stood at Thy grave looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy revered |
tomb, and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led hades captive and wast H

u not tempted thereby, Thou didst meet the virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou who art risen U
0 from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee. u
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Troparion of St. Paul of Thebes (Tone Eight)
The barren wilderness thou didst make fertile with the streams of thy tears; and by thy deep sighing
thou hast given fruit through thy struggles a hundred-fold. Accordingly, thou hast become a star for the

universe, sparkling with miracles. Therefore, O righteous Father Paul, intercede with Christ God to
save our souls.
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Troparion of St. John the Hut-Dweller (Tone Four)

Since thine early youth, thou longest with fervor for the Lord. Leaving the world and its pleasures,
thou becamest an example of monastic life. Thou didst built thy hut at the door of thy parents' house
and didst crush the snares of the demons, O most blessed John. Therefore Christ himself has worthily

glorified thee.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)
In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling asleep thou

hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by
thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Presentation of our Lord to the Temple (Tone One)
Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst bless

Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in peace, and confirm them whom
Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind.
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Epistle for the Twenty-Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
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O Lord, how magnificent are Thy works! Thou hast made all things in wisdom!
Bless the Lord, O my soul!

The reading is from Saint Paul's Letter to the Colossians (3:4-11).
Brethren, when Christ, who is our life, appears, then you also will appear with
him in glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impuri-
ty, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of
these the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. In these you
once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away; anger,
wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one anoth-
er, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its practices and have put
on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its
creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all.
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Gospel for the Twelfth Sunday of St. Luke
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke
(17:12-19).

At that time, as Jesus entered a village, He was met by ten lepers,
who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices and said,
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” When He saw them He said
to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they
went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw that he
was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he
fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving Him thanks. Now he was a
Samaritan. Then Jesus said, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are
the nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God ex-
cept this foreigner?” And He said to him, “Rise and go your
way; your faith has made you well.”
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to
provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-
pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service.
What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-
ship among our community.

Hospitality Teams
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy
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Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 5.9¢-allg (wlaall

01/15: Samih Sweis & Family ilally (aygom erens :01/15

01/22: Jamal Khouri & Family lilally 558 Jlea :01/22
01/29: Steve and Hana Haddad & Family Abladly dlaa Ly i :01/29
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Epistle Readers:
Today: English - Klodia Haddadin , Arabic - Khaled Salman
Next Week: English -Futien Johnson , Arabic - Lily Sweiss
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01/15: Team A (Captain Jordan Rihani): Odei Sweis, Yousif Saigh, Jimmy Salman, Jai Riske, Sean
Rihani, Daniel Al- Nemri, Joseph Sweis, Matthew Ibrahim, Gabe Corey, Sam Corey

01/22: Team B (Captain Ramiz Riadi): Rami Sweis, Murad Salman, Yazen Swaiss, Anthony Ri-
hani, Saleem Swais, Sharbel Samawi, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Fallouh, Louis Corey, Alexander Corey
01/29: Team C (Captain Arrar Amaser): Omar Nemri, Mathew Nemvri, Samer Sweis , Elia Sweiss,
Simon Tadros, Murad Salman, George Corey, Woody Corey
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“Bible Verse of the \Week”

But as He who has called you is holy, so you be holy in all manner of living, because it is written:
“Be ye holy, for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:15-16
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The Fellowship of St. John the Divine
Cordially Invites You To St. Mary’s Annual

o Vellemane's el

Honoring the first visit to Chicago of
His Grace ANTHONY Michaels
Bishop of Toledo and the Midwest

Saturday, 02/11/2012

Time - 7:00 pm

St. Constantine and Helen
11025 South Roberts Road
Palos Hills, 1L 60465

TICKETS:
Adults-$30
Children under Twelve-$15
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v To purchase your tickets or if you have any questions, see any of the Fellowship officers. v

»FOOD! MUSIC! RAFFLE! DABKE PERFORMANCE!e
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OOV
O HOUSE BLESSINGS

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lord’s Theophany on January
6th, we bless water which is used to sanctify the homes of all the
< faithful. In bringing the blessed water to our homes, and sprin-
‘ kling it in each room, we rid our house of any evil influence, and
4 rededicate it to God in a special way. As we were once renewed
> ‘ by the waters of our own baptism into Christ, so too our home,
. and our entire lives, are re-dedicated and renewed unto Christ our
"‘ God each year at this time. Please contact Fr. Mousa at 708-979-

€ 3222 or Fr. Malek at 708-516-6417 if you would like your home

P. .
blessed this year. .
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Suites you to Colebrate
)
QOB{P/G/LQJHX/J @a/ﬂ/
When: Sunday, January 22 (@ 10:00 a.m.
O(DM: %Wgoaj)amhmay\w?ado{mgoéo%m,aw%—
gw,Wan@%bW%mﬁmmmMmﬁm

We hope Lo ace you afl. God bless you and have a great Vew Year.
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Januanuy 10% and 24%
Feburany 7% and 28
Mach 6% 13% and 20t
April 34, 10%, 17%, and 24
May 84, 15%, 2204, and 294
June= to be detevmined
Questions centact: Flodia Haddadin (hiad-
dadin@gmail.com 708-208-3039

i mans fou this year's Bible bowl tournament. AU teens and adults are in- §
| vited to join us and dig deeper inte one of Saint Paul’s most challenging §
y  and spiritually meving lettens! We will be meeting at the Chuwich of the
Vingin Mary en SJuesdays from 7:30pm te 9:30pm. ?&meoeetﬁedatwié
: &eﬂaw‘ll)ewwapentaouggwuamﬁwtdﬂwentdatw




Orators are encouraged to:

v re thair thoughts on the quote from John of Damascus.
. :;f—.-r{ﬁ:n the joy, and comfort you receive from the scriptures.

" S how you hear the Scriptures in your life.

I your favorite Bible story or section of the Scriptures, spealting
to why it is your favorite and what it brings to you and others.

Take into account the words of 5t John of Damascus:
The }){‘u!isr text from St John of Damascus, from which our Conference theme

is taken, appears below:

“ All Scripture is inspired by
God and is profitable for training in
righteousness. [2 Tim. 3:16] The
soiil therefore gains great advantage
from the reading of the Bible.

Like a tree planted by streams of
water, [Ps. 1:3] the soul is irrigated
by the Bible and acquires wigor,
produces friit, namely, true
faith, and is beautiful with a thousand
green leaves, namely, actions that
please God. The Bible, in fact, loads
us towards pure holiness and holy
actions. In it we find encouragement
to all the virtues and the warning to
flee from ewil.

The Bible is a scented garden,
delightful, beautitul. It enchants our

ears with birdsong in a sweet, divine
and spiritual harmony, it touches our
heart, comfiorts us in sorrow, soothes
us in a moment of anger, and fills us
with eternal joy.

Lat usknockat its gate with diligence
and with perseverance. Let us not
be discouraged from knocking. The
latch will be opened.

If we read a page of the Bible two or
three times and have not understood
it, let us not be tired of re-reading it
and meditating on it. Let us seek in
the fountain of this garden ‘a spring
of water welling up to eternal life,
[John 4:14] We shall taste a joy that
willnever dryup, because the grace of
the Bible garden is inexhaustible. J%
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2012 CONFERENCE & FESTIVAL THEME

ORATORICAL

"The Bible... fills us
with cZernal joy."

For additional
information on the
Oratorical Festival, wisit:
ﬂnﬁuuhiﬂn.nrg."Fesﬁva.l&

The Festnrals are hosted by
the Fellpwship of 5t John the
Divine.

Taopioe developed and printed
Ly the Deparment of Youth

ok Damascene, On the Orthod o Faith (The Foust of knowdedge ), Book 4 Chapter 17
Translation from “Dirinking from the Hidden Fowntain® by Thowas Spidiik

An online version of John of Damascus” writing can be found at:
www.orthodoxyouth.org/JohnDamascene. pdf

You may want to read the entire 17* Chapter of Book 4 referenced above.
The quoted text appears on page 374 of the book itself — look at the
numbers on the page in the electronic version to get to the correct page.

If you are between 13-19 years old and you are interested in participating in next year’s
Oratorical Festival, please let Kh. Delia know. We will start working on the speeches soon!

10



Oh Annual SOYO Christmas Letreat 2011

“THE BIBLE FILLS US WITH
ETERNAL JOY...”

11}
R

L.A.R.

Life After the Retreat
Saturday, February 4, 2012
5:30 p.m.

All retreat participants and parents are invited!
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" Midwest Parish Life Conference 2012

Commemorative Journal
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

Church of the Virgin Mary, Alsip, IL, Host Parish
June 27 - July 1, 2012

Would you like to commemorate
someone special, living or dead?

Would you like to advertise your
business or company to
hundreds and hundreds

DEADLINE FOR AD MATERIAL Would you like to

AND DONATION IS simply give thanks to a group or
MAY 1, 2012 individual?

Questions? Contact Isa Riadi
(219-985-4433) or you can email
adbook2012@aol.com
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; $t. Mary’s Capital Campaign
Given for the Glory of God '

a.u\q;,d@ﬁ

SUMMARY:

Purchase cost of Stone Church: $1,475,000
Total Donations: $675,203
Donations pledged for Closing: $625,203
5 Donations pledged post-closing: $50,000 5
Mortgage Commitments: $60,000 a year for 5 years

'WHAT WE HAVE NOW FOR CLOSING:

- $750,000 — United Trust Bank Loan

1 $625,203 — Commitments pledged for closing
$ 25,000 — Earnest Money Down Payment
$1,400,203 - TOTAL

WHAT WE STILL NEED TO CLOSE:

574,797

Thank you for your support!




55 Maxims for Christian Living
By Fr. Thomas Hopko

1. Be always with Christ.
2. Pray as you can, not as you want.

3. Have a keepable rule of prayer that you do by disci-
pline.

4. Say the Lord's Prayer several times a day.

5. Have a short prayer that you constantly repeat when
your mind is not occupied with other things.

6. Make some prostrations when you pray.

7. Eat good foods in moderation.

8. Keep the Church's fasting rules.

9. Spend some time in silence every day.

10. Do acts of mercy in secret.

11. Go to liturgical services regularly

12. Go to confession and communion regularly.

13. Do not engage intrusive thoughts and feelings. Cut
them off at the start.

14. Reveal all your thoughts and feelings regularly to a
trusted person.

15. Read the scriptures regularly.

16. Read good books a little at a time.

17. Cultivate communion with the saints.

18. Be an ordinary person.

19. Be polite with everyone.

20. Maintain cleanliness and order in your home.
21. Have a healthy, wholesome hobby.

22. Exercise regularly.

23. Live a day, and a part of a day, at a time.

24. Be totally honest, first of all, with yourself.
25. Be faithful in little things.

26. Do your work, and then forget it.

27. Do the most difficult and painful things first.

28. Face reality.

29. Be grateful in all things.

30. Be cheerful.

31. Be simple, hidden, quiet and small.

32. Never bring attention to yourself.

33. Listen when people talk to you.

34. Be awake and be attentive.

35. Think and talk about things no more than necessary.

36. When we speak, speak simply, clearly, firmly and
directly.

37. Flee imagination, analysis, figuring things out.
38. Flee carnal, sexual things at their first appearance.
39. Don't complain, mumble, murmur or whine.

40. Don't compare yourself with anyone.

41. Don't seek or expect praise or pity from anyone.
42. We don't judge anyone for anything.

43. Don't try to convince anyone of anything.

44. Don't defend or justify yourself.

45. Be defined and bound by God alone.

46. Accept criticism gratefully but test it critically.

47. Give advice to others only when asked or obligated to
do so.

48. Do nothing for anyone that they can and should do
for themselves.

49. Have a daily schedule of activities, avoiding whim
and caprice.

50. Be merciful with yourself and with others.

51. Have no expectations except to be fiercely tempted to
your last breath.

52. Focus exclusively on God and light, not on sin and
darkness.

53. Endure the trial of yourself and your own faults and
sins peacefully, serenely, because you know that God's
mercy is greater than your wretchedness.

54. When we fall, get up immediately and start over.

55. Get help when you need it, without fear and without
shame.
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On January 15 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate
our righteous Father Paul of Thebes. He and a sister of his inherited all
their parents’ wealth, but his brother-in-law, an idol-worshipper,
threatened Paul that he would betray him to the authorities as a Chris-
tian if he did not hand over his share of the property. Paul gave his half
of the property to his sister and went into the desert, where he lived in
asceticism until his death. The spiritual heights attained by this giant
of a monk are testified to by no less a person than Antony the Great,
who once visited Paul and marveled how the wild animals and birds of
the air ministered to him. Paul lived 113 years, and entered peacefully
into rest in the Lord in the year 342. On this day, we also commemo-
rate our righteous Father John the Hut-dweller, who became poor for
Christ’s sake. He was born in Constantinople, an only child of rich and
eminent parents. The young John fled to a monastery in Asia Minor,
where he spent six years in the greatest restraint, prayer and obedience
to the superior. Then the devil attacked him to return to his parents,
which he did, but he dressed as a beggar and remained in their court-
yard, living off the crumbs that the servants threw him and enduring
much ridicule from all. He lived thus for three years, praying God that
He would save the souls of his father and mother. They eventually rec-
ognized John by a precious Gospel-book which they had given him in
childhood. He saved his soul and those of his parents, overcame the
devil and entered into rest in the Lord in about the year 450. On this
day, we also commemorate the Venerable Martyr Pansophios of Alex-
andria; and Gabriel of Lesnovo. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O
God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
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