
 

  

  

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 
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Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Great Vespers  

Sunday: 9:15 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 
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Clergy, Parish Council , Committees, and Ministries 

Welcome to the Church of the Virgin Mary!  We extend our warmest and heartfelt greet-

ings to you and your family.  If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at  

home.   After all, we are gathered together in our Father's house.  Please see one of the 

ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information.  May God 

bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Organizations and Ministries: 

 

Sunday School Director 

Rita Sweiss 

Sunday School Spiritual Director 

Dn. Saed Rihani 

Ladies Guild President 

Kholoud Swais  

Ladies Guild Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Fellowship President 

Khalil Haddad 

Fellowship Spiritual Director 

Dn. Saed Rihani 

SOYO President 

Hadeel Sweis 

SOYO Advisor 

Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani 

SOYO Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Handmaids of the Lord 

Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad 

Handmaids Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Choir Director 

Michael Rascia 

Chanter 

Khaled Salman  

Committees: 
 

Altar / Liturgics 

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani  

Expansion  

Luai Sweiss 

Communication 

Martha Eannace 

Financial 

Abdullah Tadros & Joe Sweis 

Fundraising  

Ramzi Sweis 

Building Maintenance 

Scott Johnson 

Humanitarian 

Shireen Salman 

Stewardship 

Rashid Sweis 

Web Master 

Sana Sweis 

 

Office Secretary 
 

Katia Haddad 

Parish Clergy: 
 

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Dn. Saed Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 
 

Parish Council: 
 

Presiding Officer  
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Chairman   
Ramiz Sweiss 

Vice Chairman 
Fadi Abu Manneh 

Treasurer  
Abdullah Tadros  

Financial Secretary 
Joe Sweis   

Secretary 
Abeer Khouri 

Council Members: 
George Barakat 

Martha Eannace 

Maher Ibrahim 

Scott Johnson 

Bassam Salman 

Luai Sweiss 

Ramzi Sweis 

Rashid Sweis Church Hall Rental - Call: 708-691-0827 or email: katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org 
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Changes in the Liturgy 
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First Antiphon 

When Israel went forth from Egypt, the house of 

Jacob from a strange people. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior, save 

us. 

The sea looked and fled, Jordan turned back. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior, save 

us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages.  Amen. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save 

us. 
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Second Antiphon 

I am well pleased for the Lord has heard my voice 

and my supplication. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast baptized by John in the 

Jordan, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 
The sorrows of death encompassed me; the pains 

of hell took hold of me.  I found trouble and sor-

row, and I called upon the Name of the Lord. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast baptized by John in the 

Jordan, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 
Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; and our God 

is Merciful. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast baptized by John in the 

Jordan, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
O only-begotten son and word of God… 
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Third Antiphon 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy 

endureth forever. Let the house of Israel now confess that 

He is good; for His mercy endureth forever. Let the house 

of Aaron confess that He is good; for His mercy endureth 

forever. Let them now who fear the Lord confess that He is 

good; for His mercy endureth forever. 

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, the wor-

ship of the Trinity was made manifest; for the voice of the 

Father bore witness unto Thee, by calling Thee His be-

loved Son.  And the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed 

the truthfulness of His word. O Christ our God, who hast 

revealed Thyself and hast enlighten the world, glory to 

Thee! 
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Changes in the Liturgy 
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Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Five) 

Let us believers praise and worship the Word coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, 

born of the Virgin for our salvation.  For he took pleasure in ascending the cross in the 

flesh to suffer death and  

to raise the dead by his glorious resurrection.  
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Troparion of the Theophany (Tone One) 
When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was made 

manifest; for the voice of the Father bore witness unto Thee, by calling Thee His 

beloved Son.  And the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed the truthfulness of His 

word. O Christ our God, who hast revealed Thyself and hast enlightened the world, 

glory to Thee!  
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 
In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy fal-
ling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the 

Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  
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Kontakion of the Theophany of our Lord (Tone Four) 

Today thou hast appeared to the universe, O Lord, and thy light hath been shed upon us, 

who praise thee with knowledge, saying: Thou hast come and appeared, O 

unapproachable Light.  
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Epistle for the Sunday after the Theophany of Christ  
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Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us! 

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous! 

The Reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians (4:7-13). 
Brethren, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s 

gift.  Therefore, it is said, “When he ascended on high he led a host of cap-

tives, and he gave gifts to men.”  (In saying “He ascended,” what does it 

mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth?  He 

who descended is he who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he 

might fill all things.)  And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some 

prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for 

the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to 

the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 

manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.  
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Gospel for the Sunday after the Theophany of Christ  
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mat-

thew (4:12-17). 

At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he 

withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth he went and dwelt 

in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulon and Naph-

tali, that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be ful-

filled: “The land of Zebulon and the land of Naphtali, toward 

the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people 

who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who 

sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” From 

that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the king-

dom of heaven is at hand.”  
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service. 

What better way  to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, 

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-

ship among our community. 

Hospitality Teams 
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy 

Holy Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee Hour    7������ ������ 
01/08: Ghanem Sweis & Family 01/08 : ����	
�  <� 8 �
�` 
01/15: Samih Sweis & Family 01/15 :����	
�  <� 8 Q��� 
01/22: Jamal Khouri & Family 01/22 :����	
�  /� 4 :��. 

Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:    
Today: Today: Today: Today: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Sub. Dn. Matthew Sweis , Sub. Dn. Matthew Sweis , Sub. Dn. Matthew Sweis , Sub. Dn. Matthew Sweis , ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Mazen AmmariMazen AmmariMazen AmmariMazen Ammari    
Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––Klodia Haddadin ,Klodia Haddadin ,Klodia Haddadin ,Klodia Haddadin ,    Arabic Arabic Arabic Arabic ––––    Khaled SalmanKhaled SalmanKhaled SalmanKhaled Salman    

“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”    
“For the grace of God that brings salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying un-
godliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world.” 

Titus 2:11-12 
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Altar Server Ministry:Altar Server Ministry:Altar Server Ministry:Altar Server Ministry:    
01/08: 01/08: 01/08: 01/08: Team C (Captain Arrar AlnaserTeam C (Captain Arrar AlnaserTeam C (Captain Arrar AlnaserTeam C (Captain Arrar Alnaser): ): ): ): Omar Nemri, Mathew Nemri, Samer Sweis , Elia Sweiss, 
Simon Tadros, Murad Salman, George Corey, Woody Corey 
01/15: 01/15: 01/15: 01/15: Team A (Captain  Jordan Rihani)Team A (Captain  Jordan Rihani)Team A (Captain  Jordan Rihani)Team A (Captain  Jordan Rihani): : : : Odei Sweis, Yousif Saigh, Jimmy Salman, Jai Riske, Sean 
Rihani, Daniel Al- Nemri, Joseph Sweis, Matthew Ibrahim, Gabe Corey, Sam Corey 
01/22: 01/22: 01/22: 01/22: Team B (Captain  Ramiz Riadi)Team B (Captain  Ramiz Riadi)Team B (Captain  Ramiz Riadi)Team B (Captain  Ramiz Riadi): : : : Rami Sweis, Murad Salman, Yazen Swaiss, Anthony Ri-
hani, Saleem Swais, Sharbel Samawi, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Fallouh, Louis Corey, Alexander Corey 
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Dear Fr. Mousa, Fr. Malek, and all dear friends at the Church of  the Virgin Mary, 

 

Greetings  in the name of  our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! 

 

I am thankful to Almighty God for each one of  you for your kindness and words 

of  Love which you shared with me last Sunday.   Hearing your expressions of  

Love humbled me and I will always remember the times we shared together in 

the past 8 years!    

 

Asking Almighty God to bless each and every one of  you, and grant you many 

years of  good health and happiness. 

 

In Christ, 

Dn. Saed 
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The 2012 Holy Bread & Coffee Hour sign-up sheet is available in the Church 

hall. Please take time to sign up for a Sunday.  God bless! 

 ��	
 "�+� ���� %� c/B � 3�
�  C��"$�
� ��"��� 6 �̀� %�� *.�$�2012  ,� �� %� 

���
�
� �2�X �� J
�
 <84�
� :.�
� �� >��) :�.��� .������� 9�! 

Pledge Envelopes are here!!!!!  Please pick up your 2012 pledge envelopes 

today. You will find them laid out on a table in our Fellowship Hall. Thank 

you for your support! 
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Our deepest and sincere condolences to the Sweis family on the loss of the handmaid 

of God Hana Jiries Mfudi Sweis who departed this life in Jordan. She is the wife of the 

late Jiries Ayoub Makhamreh and the mother of Shaher, Thaher, Maher, Bernadette, 

and the late Zouzou. She is the sister of Ghanem Sweis (Abu Haitham). May the Lord 

give rest to the soul of His handmaid Hana, and may He give peace and comfort to her 

family. May her memory be eternal! 
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Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will be TODAY Sunday, January 

8th, immediately following the Divine Liturgy. Please make sure that you 

are up-to-date in your pledges. Thanks and God bless! 



 

10 

 
HOUSE BLESSINGS 

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lord’s Theophany on January 

6th, we bless water which is used to sanctify the homes of all the 

faithful. In bringing the blessed water to our homes, and sprin-

kling it in each room, we rid our house of any evil influence, and 

rededicate it to God in a special way. As we were once renewed 

by the waters of our own baptism into Christ, so too our home, 

and our entire lives, are re-dedicated and renewed unto Christ our 

God each year at this time. Please contact Fr. Mousa at 708-979-

3222 or Fr. Malek at 708-516-6417 if you would like your home 

blessed this year. 
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Turn in Your Socks Today 
 

 

We are sending another shipment of items to the          
orphanage in Romania. This year we are sending 
backpacks, t-shirts, hats and toothbrushes, and we 

would   also like to send socks. 
 

Please turn in your NEW socks TODAY (any color 
and size, for children and teens). 

 
If you would like to help cover part of the cost to 
ship the items, please see Khourieh Delia. 

 

 

 
 

 

            Taking our faith outside the church walls Taking our faith outside the church walls Taking our faith outside the church walls Taking our faith outside the church walls     
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!!!IMMEDIATELY AFTER GENERAL ASSEMBLY!!! 

JOIN US & HELP SUPPORT OUR CHURCH’S BASKET-

BALL TEAM BY ENJOYING SOME PIZZA 
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January 10th and 24th 
February 7th and 28rd 
March 6th, 13th and 20th 

April 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 24th 
May 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th 

June= to be determined 
 Questions contact: Klodia Haddadin 
khaddadin@gmail.com 708-208-3039  

Date and Time: 
January 13  at 7:00pm 

Location: 
St.Marys Fellowship Hall 

Ages:  
College age and up 

Additional info: This will be a potluck event. Also a 

chance for all of our current fellowship members to 

bring new members into the church. 

Church of the Virgin Mary will be covering Saint Paul’s Letter to the Ro-
mans for this year’s Bible bowl tournament. All teens and adults are in-
vited to join us and dig deeper into one of Saint Paul’s most challenging 
and spiritually moving letters!  We will be meeting at the Church of the 
Virgin Mary on Tuesdays from 7:30pm to 9:30pm. Please see the dates 

below. We are open to suggestions for different dates. 
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Church of the Virgin MaryChurch of the Virgin MaryChurch of the Virgin MaryChurch of the Virgin Mary    
Invites you to CelebrateInvites you to CelebrateInvites you to CelebrateInvites you to Celebrate    

Godparents’ Day 
  

When: Sunday, January 22 @ 10:00 a.m. 
  

Where: Church of the Virgin Mary Alsip, IL 
  

Why:  Because Godparents are a huge part of 
their Godchildren’s spiritual upbringing, we would 

like to honor them for their dedication. 
Please be in church on time with your Godchild. 
If you wish to receive Communion, please be pre-

pared to do so with your Godchild. 
We hope to see you all. God bless you and have 

a great New Year. 
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6h Annual SOYO Christmas Retreat 2011 

    

“The Bible fills us with “The Bible fills us with “The Bible fills us with “The Bible fills us with 

eternal joy...”eternal joy...”eternal joy...”eternal joy...”    

L.A.R. 
Life After the Retreat 

Saturday, February 4, 2012 

5:30 p.m. 
 

All retreat participants and parents are invited! 
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14141414
thththth
    Annual Canton Basketball TournamentAnnual Canton Basketball TournamentAnnual Canton Basketball TournamentAnnual Canton Basketball Tournament    

January 20January 20January 20January 20----22, 201222, 201222, 201222, 2012        
Division I: Division I: Division I: Division I:     

Ages 12Ages 12Ages 12Ages 12----15 / Division II: Ages 1515 / Division II: Ages 1515 / Division II: Ages 1515 / Division II: Ages 15----18 / Division III: 18 / Division III: 18 / Division III: 18 / Division III: 

Ages 19Ages 19Ages 19Ages 19----26262626        
Friday, January 20Friday, January 20Friday, January 20Friday, January 20    

                    7 pm: Registration begins/Pizza (Hotel Lobby)7 pm: Registration begins/Pizza (Hotel Lobby)7 pm: Registration begins/Pizza (Hotel Lobby)7 pm: Registration begins/Pizza (Hotel Lobby)    

                    8 pm: Teen SOYO Meeting (Hotel Ballroom)8 pm: Teen SOYO Meeting (Hotel Ballroom)8 pm: Teen SOYO Meeting (Hotel Ballroom)8 pm: Teen SOYO Meeting (Hotel Ballroom)    

                    9 pm: Retreat:  (Hotel Ballroom)9 pm: Retreat:  (Hotel Ballroom)9 pm: Retreat:  (Hotel Ballroom)9 pm: Retreat:  (Hotel Ballroom)    

Saturday, January 21Saturday, January 21Saturday, January 21Saturday, January 21    

                    7 am: Morning prayers/Breakfast/Tournament Brackets 7 am: Morning prayers/Breakfast/Tournament Brackets 7 am: Morning prayers/Breakfast/Tournament Brackets 7 am: Morning prayers/Breakfast/Tournament Brackets     

                                                                                                    (Hotel Ballroom)(Hotel Ballroom)(Hotel Ballroom)(Hotel Ballroom)    

                    8 am: Basketball Tournament begins (locations to be announced)8 am: Basketball Tournament begins (locations to be announced)8 am: Basketball Tournament begins (locations to be announced)8 am: Basketball Tournament begins (locations to be announced)    

                    12 pm: Lunch (at Basketball locations)12 pm: Lunch (at Basketball locations)12 pm: Lunch (at Basketball locations)12 pm: Lunch (at Basketball locations)    

                    6 pm: Great Vespers (St. George Serbian)6 pm: Great Vespers (St. George Serbian)6 pm: Great Vespers (St. George Serbian)6 pm: Great Vespers (St. George Serbian)    

                    7 pm: Banquet/ Awards Presentation/Hafli (St. George Serbian)7 pm: Banquet/ Awards Presentation/Hafli (St. George Serbian)7 pm: Banquet/ Awards Presentation/Hafli (St. George Serbian)7 pm: Banquet/ Awards Presentation/Hafli (St. George Serbian)    

Sunday, January 22Sunday, January 22Sunday, January 22Sunday, January 22    

                    8:45 am: Matins (St. George Antiochian)8:45 am: Matins (St. George Antiochian)8:45 am: Matins (St. George Antiochian)8:45 am: Matins (St. George Antiochian)    

                    10 am: Divine Liturgy (St. George Antiochian)10 am: Divine Liturgy (St. George Antiochian)10 am: Divine Liturgy (St. George Antiochian)10 am: Divine Liturgy (St. George Antiochian)    

                    11:30 am: Brunch and Farewell (St. George Antiochian Hall)11:30 am: Brunch and Farewell (St. George Antiochian Hall)11:30 am: Brunch and Farewell (St. George Antiochian Hall)11:30 am: Brunch and Farewell (St. George Antiochian Hall)     
Early RegistrationEarly RegistrationEarly RegistrationEarly Registration: : : : $$$$45454545    by January by January by January by January 13131313        RegistrationRegistrationRegistrationRegistration: : : : $$$$55555555    

((((Includes all meals and eventsIncludes all meals and eventsIncludes all meals and eventsIncludes all meals and events))))    

    

StStStSt. . . . George Antiochian Orthodox ChurchGeorge Antiochian Orthodox ChurchGeorge Antiochian Orthodox ChurchGeorge Antiochian Orthodox Church    

1118111811181118    Cherry AveCherry AveCherry AveCherry Ave. . . . NE   CantonNE   CantonNE   CantonNE   Canton, , , , OH OH OH OH 44704447044470444704    

330330330330----455455455455----8482848284828482                    stgeorgecantonstgeorgecantonstgeorgecantonstgeorgecanton@@@@sbcglobalsbcglobalsbcglobalsbcglobal....netnetnetnet    

        Hotel InformationHotel InformationHotel InformationHotel Information: : : : Courtyard by MarriottCourtyard by MarriottCourtyard by MarriottCourtyard by Marriott    

4375437543754375    Metro Circle NW   NMetro Circle NW   NMetro Circle NW   NMetro Circle NW   N. . . . CantonCantonCantonCanton, , , , OH OH OH OH 44720447204472044720            330330330330----494494494494----6494649464946494    

Group Rate: $75/night  (Mention St. George Canton)Group Rate: $75/night  (Mention St. George Canton)Group Rate: $75/night  (Mention St. George Canton)Group Rate: $75/night  (Mention St. George Canton)  
If interested Please contact Racan Haddad at Racanhaddad@yahoo.com or Call 

708-691-7199 or Nidal at haddadnidal24@yahoo.com or  Call 708-691-8849                    
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If  you are between 13-19 years old and you are interested in participating in next year’s  
Oratorical Festival, please let Kh. Delia know. We will start working on the speeches soon! 
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Midwest Parish Life Conference 2012 
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Weekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly Synaxarion    

 On January 8 in the Holy Orthodox Church we 

continue to celebrate the Theophany of our Lord, 

and commemorate our righteous mother Domnica 

of Carthage, who became illustrious in Constan-

tinople. A pagan, Domnica went from Carthage to 

Constantinople in the reign of the Emperor Theo-

dosius to Patriarch Nektarios, accompanied by 

four girls who were likewise ignorant of God. He 

baptized them and blessed them to live as nuns. 

Domnica devoted herself to asceticism with 

whole-hearted zeal, and did not falter right up to 

the time of her death at a great age in about the 

year 474. By the illumination of the Holy Spirit, 

Domnica was able to predict the future and per-

form miracles through prayer.  On this day, we 

also commemorate our Venerable Father George 

the Chozebite. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, 

O God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 


