of North America
“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)

January 1, 2012

Feast of the Circumcision in the Flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ
Feast of St. Basil the Great
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12147 S. Cicero Avenue, Alsip, IL 60803
Phone : (708) 239-0004 Fax : (708) 221-6449
WWW.VIrgINnmaryoc.org

Fr. Mousa Haddad - cell phone: (708) 979-3222, email: frmousa@gmail.com
Fr. Malek Rihani - cell phone: (708) 516-6417, email: myrihani @hotmail.com
Dn. Saed Rihani - cell phone: (773) 454-2191, email: srihani6 @cs.com

Weekly Schedule of Services

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday: 9:15 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study

(Confessions by Appointment)




Welcome to the Church of the Virgin Mary! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greet-
ings to you and your family. If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at
home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's house. Please see one of the
ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information. May God

bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.
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Clergy, Parish Council, Committees, and Ministries

Parish Clergy: Committees: Organizations and Ministries:
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor  Altar / Liturgics Sunday School Director
Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani Rita Sweiss
Rev. Dn. Saed Rihani . Expansion Sunday School Spiritual Director
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis . . Dn. Saed Rihani

Luai Sweiss . ) )

.. Ladies Guild President
Parish Council: Communication Kholoud Swais
. Martha Eannace Ladies Guild Spiritual Director

Pre51d1ng Officer Financial Fr. Mousa Haddad
Rev. F r. Mousa Haddad Abdullah Tadros & Joe Sweis Fellowship President
Chairman Khalil Haddad

Fundraising
Ramzi Sweis

Ramiz Sweiss Fellowship Spiritual Director

lef fgha;; mar;l Building Maintenance Dn. Saed Rihant
adi Abu Manne g SOYO President
Treasurer Scott Johnson ~
. Hadeel Sweis

%l.odullafz lT asdros Humanitarian SOYO Advisor
; lngnC{a ecretary Shireen Salman Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani
Soe M;els Stewardship SOYO Spiritual Director

ecretary ' Rashid Sweis Fr. Malek Rihani
Abeer Khouri Handmaids of the Lord
Council Members: Web Master

Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad

Sana Sweis
George Barakat Handmaids Spiritual Director
Martha Eannace Spir
Maher Ibrahim Fr. Malek Rihani

Office Secretary Choir Director
Scott Johnson ) :
Bassam Salman Katia Haddad Michael Rascia
Luai Sweiss Chanter

Khaled Salman

Ramzi Sweis

Rashid Sweis  Church Hall Rental - Call: 708-691-0827 or email: katiahaddad @virginmaryoc.org
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Changes in the Liturgy
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Second Antiphon
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast circumcised in the flesh, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!
slla sl Ji ¢ lls SR/ 50 L) (ol b liald

Entrance Hymn
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Four)
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women disciples of the Lord

cast from them their parental condemnation and proudly broke the news to the disciples, saying death
hath been spoiled, Christ God is risen, granting the world great mercy.
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Troparion of the Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord (Tone One)

H O most compassionate Lord, while yet God after thine essence, thou didst take human likeness without B
) transubstantiation; and having fulfilled the law thou didst accept willingly circumcision in the flesh, that
chou mightest annul the shadowy signs and remove the veil of our passions. Glory to thy goodness, gloryH
to thy compassion, glory to thine ineffable condescension, O Word.

Ll Sy Culis dagpal) Caaal 3y L Alatid iy 8050 B50m 031 28y sall Canmy A1) Gl 1) ) el Sl L
A L a3 S Aad) i) Al sl daalle . Lgal 18 (g M A e At S, L

e = NN RN ==
OO OO O OO0 0 CoC0 00 00 600 00 00 03 03 03 03 0= 0 03 03 0= d

Troparion of St. Basil the Great (Tone One)

In all the earth that received thy sayings, thy melody did resound, O righteous Father, through which
thou didst go about and proclaim, as worthy of God, the nature of creatures, cultivating the character of
mankind, O thou of kingly Priesthood, Basil. Wherefore, plead thou with Christ God to save our souls.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) H

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling asleep thou |

hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by H
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thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord (Tone Three)
The Master of all endureth humiliation and is circumcised for the iniquities of mankind; for he is good,

and granteth salvation to the world. And in the highest the High Priest of the Creator, clothed with light,
the divine initiate of Christ, Basil, rejoiceth.
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Epistle for the Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord
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My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall
be of understanding!

Hear this, all ye people!

*The Reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Colossians (2:8-12)*
Brethren, see to it that no one makes a prey of you by philosophy and
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental
spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For in Him the whole
fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness of
life in Him, Who is the head of all rule and authority. In Him also you
were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting
off the body of flesh in the circumcision of Christ; and you were buried
with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him through
faith in the working of God, Who raised Him from the dead.
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Gospel for the Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (2:20-21, 40-52).

And it came to pass that the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them. And at the end of eight days, when He was circum-
cised, He was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the
womb. And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was
upon Him. Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passover. And
when He was twelve years old, they went up according to custom; and when the feast was
ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not
know it, but supposing Him to be in the company they went a day’s journey, and they sought
Him among their kinsfolk and acquaintances; and when they did not find Him, they returned
to Jerusalem, seeking Him. After three days they found Him in the temple, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions; and all who heard Him were amazed at
His understanding and His answers. And when they saw Him they were astonished; and His
mother said to Him, “Son, why hast Thou treated us so? Behold, Thy father and I have been
looking for Thee anxiously.” And Jesus said to them, “How is it that you sought Me? Did you
not know that I must be in My Father’s house?”” And they did not understand the saying which
He spoke to them. And He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to
them; and His mother kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in
stature, and in favor with God and man.
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Changes in the Liturgy
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Megalynarion for the Theotokos from the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (Tone Eight)
In thee all creation rejoices, O Full of Grace; the assembly of angels and the race of Man; O
sanctified temple and spiritual paradise; the glory of virgins, from whom God was incarnate
and became a child; our God before the ages, He made thy body into throne, and thy womb He

made more spacious than the heavens. In thee all creation rejoices; O Full of Grace, glory to
thee.
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Post-Megalynarion Hymn for St. Basil (Tone Two)

Let us all extol the great Basil, revealer of heavenly things, initiate of the Master, the star shin-
ing from Caesarea in Cappadocia, honoring and magnifying him.
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Instead of “We have seen the true light...”, sing:

Troparion of the Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord (Tone One)

O most compassionate Lord, while yet God after thine essence, thou didst take human likeness
without transubstantiation; and having fulfilled the law thou didst accept willingly circumcision
in the flesh, that thou mightest annul the shadowy signs and remove the veil of our passions.
Glory to thy goodness, glory to thy compassion, glory to thine ineffable condescension, O
Word.




Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to
provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-
pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service.
What better way to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-
ship among our community.

Hospitality Teams
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy
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Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 5.9¢-allg (wlaall

01/01: Ghaleb and Rita Sweis and Family Ailally Jaypa by e :01/01
01/08: Steve and Hana Haddad & Family alilally alas Liay caiin :01/08

01/15: Samih Sweis & Family ilally (aygom erens :01/15

B T o e e e i e e B e N TR

Epistle Readers:
Today: English - Lana Ammari, Arabic - Mansura KXhouri
Next Week: English - Sub. Dn. Matthew Sweis , Arabic - Mazen Ammari
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o1/01: Team B (Captain Ramiz Riadi): Rami Sweis, Murad Salman, Yazen Swaiss, Anthony Ri-
hani, Saleem Swais, Sharbel Samawi, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Fallouh, Louis Corey, Alexander Corey
01/08: Team C (Captain Arrar Alnaser): Omar Nemri, Mathew Nemri, Samer Sweis , Elia Sweiss,
Simon Tadros, Murad Salman, George Corey, Woody Corey

01/15: Team A (Captain Jordan Rihani): Odei Sweis, Yousif Saigh, Jimmy Salman, Jai Riske, Sean
Rihani, Daniel Al- Nemri, Joseph Sweis, Matthew Ibrahim, Gabe Corey, Sam Corey
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“Bible Verse of the \Week”

“These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have
tribulation, but be of good cheer: I have overcome the world.”
John 16:33
el e Epial o8 Ul 1A BT el 8 B sealdi . (DA Ge DS &G Q1 g 2885
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Prayver for the Beginning of the New Year

O Lord Jesus Christ, Creator of all things, who by Thy authority
has established the times and the seasons, who provides us with
rain and the abundance of the fruits of the earth, and who hears
the prayers of those who humbly seek Thee, accept also our re-
quests about our needs and concerns and deliver us from every
worry, danger, and sin. Thy mercy is as abundant as thy works.
Bless all our activities, direct our steps by Thy Holy Spirit, and
forgive our sins. O Lord, bless the beginning of our New Year
with Thy goodness and make it a year of grace for all of us.
Preserve us in peace through the prayers of Thy Most Holy
Mother, the Theotokos, and of all Thy Saints. Amen.
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Fr. Mousa, Fr. Malek, and Dn. Saed and their families wish each and ‘\g_;wj)y
every one of you a Happy New Year filled with God's abundant bless- fél/m
1ngs' May God grant you many more healthy New Years to come!
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Please join us Thursday, January 5th at 7pm to celebrate the Liturgy of the
8 Theophany of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This is the service in

"N which we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord by John the Baptist in the
Jordan River. We will also have the Great Sanctification of Water, which
will be given out in bottles at the end of Liturgy to everyone in atten-
# dance. May God bless you all!
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Congratulations to Mitch Luke Lowenstein on his Chrismation into the Holy
Orthodox Church. May God grant Mitch many healthy years in his service.
Mabrouk!
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Congratulations to Philip and Grace Preyma Riske on the churching of their
-~ Dbaby girl Asha Sophia. Many years to Asha, her parents, and the entire fam-
ily. Mabrouk!
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Please make sure you pick up your 2012 St. Mary’s Calendar after Lit-
urgy. God bless!
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D The 2012 Holy Bread & Coffee Hour sign-up sheet is available in the Church
hall. Please take time to sign up for a Sunday. God bless!
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lopes today. You will find them laid out on a table in our Fellowship Hall. r
Thank you for your support! < €>_l "
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General Assembly Meeting

Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will
be next Sunday, January 8th, immediately fol-
lowing the Divine Liturgy. Please make sure
that you are up-to-date in your pledges.
Thanks and God bless!
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: PLC 2012 Meetin®
. 7
| This Wednesday, January 4™ at 7pm, in St. Mary’s Fellowship Hall, there will be a |
 meeting for all committees and volunteers who are helping in the planning and or- j
 ganization of the 2012 Parish Life Conference that our parish is hosting. ]
H Thank you in advance for volunteering your time and your commitment to our par- ‘j
~ish and the 2012 PLC. .
C 7
‘J An agenda will be provided at the meeting. Please bring all of your ideas to the ~
[ meeting. j
7
(f If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Abdullah Tadros ¢
[ ]
O (aytadros@gmail.com) or CJ Kari (ckari@comcast.net), our PLC Chairs, and plan to
[ ]
‘) be at this meeting. f;,J
D) C
L/) I\/Iany blessings to you and best wishes for a safe New Year Celebration. ]‘

REANONANANANANANANANANANANANANONANANANANANANANANANANE

January 10% and 24%
Febrary 7% and 28+
March 6% 13% and 204
Upil 34, 10%, 17%, and 24t
May 8%, 15, 22 and 294
June= to be detenmined
Please see Klodia Faddadin
for questions ax to get en the
list. Rhaddadin@gmail.com
708-208-3039

Gﬁtwcﬁaﬁt&e?)i’tgm./uaﬂqwi%&ecwe)dngSaint? 5 Letter to the Ro-
udedtawnmandd&gdeepwudaaneaﬁsmfl’ » mast challenging
and spivitually moving lettens! We will be meeting at the Chuwich of the
: Vingin Mary on Fuesdays from 7:30pm ta 9:30pm. Please see the dates
: below. We are apen to suggestions for different dates.
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Ta@mg our faith outside the church walls
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-~  Lots of Socks needed

We are sending another shipment of needed items to the
7N Romanian Orphans. This year we are sending back-

ANz packs, t-shirts, hats and toothbrushes , and we would
like to also send socks.
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"alz If you'would like to donate NEW socks (any color and  \lz

7N
Nz

7S any time before January 15 (We are shipping the items

Calg Oon 1/15, so no donations will be accepted after that day).

Y _
"Alz  If you would like to donate any items, or if you would
like to cover part of the cost to ship the items to Roma-
nia, please see Kh. Delia.
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size, for children and teens), please bring them to church 7N
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14™ Annual Canton Basketball Tournament
January 20-22, 2012

Division I:
Ages 12-15 / Division II: Ages 15-18 / Division III:
Ages 19-26

Friday, January 20

7 pm: Registration begins/Pizza (Hotel Lobby)

8 pm: Teen SOYO Meeting (Hotel Ballroom)

9 pm: Retreat: (Hotel Ballroom)
Saturday, January 21

7 am: Morning prayers/Breakfast/Tournament Brackets

(Hotel Ballroom)

8 am: Basketball Tournament begins (locations to be announced)

12 pm: Lunch (at Basketball locations)

6 pm: Great Vespers (St. George Serbian)

7 pm: Banquet/ Awards Presentation/Hafli (St. George Serbian)
Sunday, January 22

8:45 am: Matins (St. George Antiochian)

10 am: Divine Liturgy (St. George Antiochian)

11:30 am: Brunch and Farewell (St. George Antiochian Hall)

Early Registration: $45 by January 13 Registration: $55
(Includes all meals and events)

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
1118 Cherry Ave. NE Canton, OH 44704
330-455-8482  stgeorgecanton@sbcglobal.net
Hotel Information: Courtyard by Marriott
4375 Metro Circle NW N. Canton, OH 44720 330-494-6494
Group Rate: $75/night (Mention St. George Canton)

If interested Please contact Racan Haddad at Racanhaddad@yahoo.com or Call
708-691-7199 or Nidal at haddadnidal24 @yahoo.com or Call 708-691-8849




Orators are encouraged to:

v re thair thoughts on the quote from John of Damascus.
. :;f—.-r{ﬁ:n the joy, and comfort you receive from the scriptures.

" S how you hear the Scriptures in your life.

I your favorite Bible story or section of the Scriptures, spealting
to why it is your favorite and what it brings to you and others.

Take into account the words of 5t John of Damascus:
The }){‘u!isr text from St John of Damascus, from which our Conference theme

is taken, appears below:

“ All Scripture is inspired by
God and is profitable for training in
righteousness. [2 Tim. 3:16] The
soiil therefore gains great advantage
from the reading of the Bible.

Like a tree planted by streams of
water, [Ps. 1:3] the soul is irrigated
by the Bible and acquires wigor,
produces friit, namely, true
faith, and is beautiful with a thousand
green leaves, namely, actions that
please God. The Bible, in fact, loads
us towards pure holiness and holy
actions. In it we find encouragement
to all the virtues and the warning to
flee from ewil.

The Bible is a scented garden,
delightful, beautitul. It enchants our

ears with birdsong in a sweet, divine
and spiritual harmony, it touches our
heart, comfiorts us in sorrow, soothes
us in a moment of anger, and fills us
with eternal joy.

Lat usknockat its gate with diligence
and with perseverance. Let us not
be discouraged from knocking. The
latch will be opened.

If we read a page of the Bible two or
three times and have not understood
it, let us not be tired of re-reading it
and meditating on it. Let us seek in
the fountain of this garden ‘a spring
of water welling up to eternal life,
[John 4:14] We shall taste a joy that
willnever dryup, because the grace of
the Bible garden is inexhaustible. J%
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2012 CONFERENCE & FESTIVAL THEME

ORATORICAL

"The Bible... fills us
with cZernal joy."

For additional
information on the
Oratorical Festival, wisit:
ﬂnﬁuuhiﬂn.nrg."Fesﬁva.l&

The Festnrals are hosted by
the Fellpwship of 5t John the
Divine.

Taopioe developed and printed
Ly the Deparment of Youth

ok Damascene, On the Orthod o Faith (The Foust of knowdedge ), Book 4 Chapter 17
Translation from “Dirinking from the Hidden Fowntain® by Thowas Spidiik

An online version of John of Damascus” writing can be found at:
www.orthodoxyouth.org/JohnDamascene. pdf

You may want to read the entire 17* Chapter of Book 4 referenced above.
The quoted text appears on page 374 of the book itself — look at the
numbers on the page in the electronic version to get to the correct page.

If you are between 13-19 years old and you are interested in participating in next year’s
Oratorical Festival, please let Kh. Delia know. We will start working on the speeches soon!
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Midwest Parish Life Conference 2012

Commemorative Journal
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

Church of the Virgin Mary, Alsip, IL, Host Parish
—e June 27 - July 1, 2012

Would you like to commemorate
someone special, living or dead?
Would you like to advertise your
business or company to
hundreds and hundreds

$200 - $1500 of people?

DEADLINE FOR AD MATERIAL Would you like to
AND DONATION IS simply give thanks to a group or
MAY1, 2012 individual?

Questions? Contact Isa Riadi
(219-985-4433) or you can email
adbook2012@aol.com
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On January 1 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we celebrate the Cir-
cumcision in the Flesh of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ; it be-
ing the eighth day after His birth, we commemorate also the giving of
the Name of Jesus. The Divine Child was presented in the Temple and
circumcised according to the Law existing in Israel since the time of
Abraham. The Old Testament circumcision was the proto-type of the
New Testament baptism. The circumcision of our Lord shows that He
received upon Himself the true body of man and not just seemingly, as
was later taught of Him by heretics. Our Lord was also circumcised
because He wanted to fulfill the entire Law which He Himself gave
through the prophets and forefathers. Thus, the Apostle Paul declares:
“For neither does circumcision mean anything, nor does uncircumci-
sion, but only a new creation” (Gal. 6:15). On this day we also com-
memorate our Father among the Saints Basil the Great, archbishop of
Caesarea in Cappadocia. Basil was baptized in the River Jordan and
was Bishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia for almost ten years. He was a
great defender of Orthodoxy, a great light of moral purity, a great theo-
logical mind, a great builder and pillar of the Church of God. Basil
fully deserved the title “Great” and i1s referred to as the “bee of the
Church of Christ which brings honey to the faithful and with its
stinger pricks the heretics.” Numerous works of this Father of the
Church are preserved; they include theological, ascetical and canoni-
cal writings as well as the Holy and Divine Liturgy named after him,
which we will celebrate today. Basil reposed peacefully in 379 A.D.
On this day, we also commemorate the new-martyr Peter of the Pelo-
ponnesos. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O God, have mercy
upon us. Amen.
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