
 

  

  

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 
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Clergy, Parish Council , Committees, and Ministries 

Welcome to the Church of the Virgin Mary!  We extend our warmest and heartfelt greet-

ings to you and your family.  If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at  

home.   After all, we are gathered together in our Father's house.  Please see one of the 

ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet” for more information.  May God 

bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Organizations and Ministries: 

 

Sunday School Director 

Rita Sweiss 

Sunday School Spiritual Director 

Dn. Saed Rihani 

Ladies Guild President 

Kholoud Swais  

Ladies Guild Spiritual Director 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Fellowship President 

Khalil Haddad 

Fellowship Spiritual Director 

Dn. Saed Rihani 

SOYO President 

Hadeel Sweis 

SOYO Advisor 

Orieb Sweis & Steve Rihani 

SOYO Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Handmaids of the Lord 

Mansoura Khouri & Lina Haddad 

Handmaids Spiritual Director 

Fr. Malek Rihani 

Choir Director 

Michael Rascia 

Chanter 

Khaled Salman  

Committees: 
 

Altar / Liturgics 

Mazen Ammari & Steve Rihani  

Expansion  

Luai Sweiss 

Communication 

Martha Eannace 

Financial 

Abdullah Tadros & Joe Sweis 

Fundraising  

Ramzi Sweis 

Building Maintenance 

Scott Johnson 

Humanitarian 

Shireen Salman 

Stewardship 

Rashid Sweis 

Web Master 

Sana Sweis 

 

Office Secretary 
 

Katia Haddad 

Parish Clergy: 
 

Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Dn. Saed Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 
 

Parish Council: 
 

Presiding Officer  
Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad 

Chairman   
Ramiz Sweiss 

Vice Chairman 
Fadi Abu Manneh 

Treasurer  
Abdullah Tadros  

Financial Secretary 
Joe Sweis   

Secretary 
Abeer Khouri 

Council Members: 
George Barakat 

Martha Eannace 

Maher Ibrahim 

Scott Johnson 

Bassam Salman 

Luai Sweiss 

Ramzi Sweis 

Rashid Sweis Church Hall Rental - Call: 708-691-0827 or email: katiahaddad@virginmaryoc.org 
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Changes in the Liturgy 

������ �� ���		�� 
Second Antiphon 

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast circumcised in the flesh, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 
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Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  
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)Tone Four(Troparion of the Resurrection  
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women disciples of the Lord 
cast from them their parental condemnation and proudly broke the news to the disciples, saying death 

hath been spoiled, Christ God is risen, granting the world great mercy.  
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Troparion of the Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord (Tone One) 

O most compassionate Lord, while yet God after thine essence, thou didst take human likeness without 
transubstantiation; and having fulfilled the law thou didst accept willingly circumcision in the flesh, that 
thou mightest annul the shadowy signs and remove the veil of our passions. Glory to thy goodness, glory 

to thy compassion, glory to thine ineffable condescension, O Word.  
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Troparion of St. Basil the Great (Tone One) 

In all the earth that received thy sayings, thy melody did resound, O righteous Father, through which 
thou didst go about and proclaim, as worthy of God, the nature of creatures, cultivating the character of 
mankind, O thou of kingly Priesthood, Basil. Wherefore, plead thou with Christ God to save our souls. 
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 
In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling asleep thou 
hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by 

thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  
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Kontakion of the Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord (Tone Three) 
The Master of all endureth humiliation and is circumcised for the iniquities of mankind; for he is good, 
and granteth salvation to the world. And in the highest the High Priest of the Creator, clothed with light, 

the divine initiate of Christ, Basil, rejoiceth.  
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Epistle for the Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord  

 �������������� �	�
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My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall 

be of understanding! 

Hear this, all ye people! 

*The Reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Colossians (2:8-12)* 

Brethren, see to it that no one makes a prey of you by philosophy and 

empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental 

spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For in Him the whole 

fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness of 

life in Him, Who is the head of all rule and authority. In Him also you 

were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting 

off the body of flesh in the circumcision of Christ; and you were buried 

with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him through 

faith in the working of God, Who raised Him from the dead.  
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Gospel for the Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord  
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (2:20-21, 40-52). 
And it came to pass that the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them. And at the end of eight days, when He was circum-

cised, He was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the 

womb. And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was 

upon Him. Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passover. And 

when He was twelve years old, they went up according to custom; and when the feast was 

ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not 

know it, but supposing Him to be in the company they went a day’s journey, and they sought 

Him among their kinsfolk and acquaintances; and when they did not find Him, they returned 

to Jerusalem, seeking Him. After three days they found Him in the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions; and all who heard Him were amazed at 

His understanding and His answers. And when they saw Him they were astonished; and His 

mother said to Him, “Son, why hast Thou treated us so? Behold, Thy father and I have been 

looking for Thee anxiously.” And Jesus said to them, “How is it that you sought Me? Did you 

not know that I must be in My Father’s house?” And they did not understand the saying which 

He spoke to them. And He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to 

them; and His mother kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in 

stature, and in favor with God and man.  
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Megalynarion for the Theotokos from the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (Tone Eight) 

In thee all creation rejoices, O Full of Grace; the assembly of angels and the race of Man; O 

sanctified temple and spiritual paradise; the glory of virgins, from whom God was incarnate 

and became a child; our God before the ages, He made thy body into throne, and thy womb He 

made more spacious than the heavens. In thee all creation rejoices; O Full of Grace, glory to 

thee. 
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Post-Megalynarion Hymn for St. Basil (Tone Two) 

Let us all extol the great Basil, revealer of heavenly things, initiate of the Master, the star shin-

ing from Caesarea in Cappadocia, honoring and magnifying him. 
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Instead of “We have seen the true light…”, sing: 

Troparion of the Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord (Tone One) 

O most compassionate Lord, while yet God after thine essence, thou didst take human likeness 

without transubstantiation; and having fulfilled the law thou didst accept willingly circumcision 

in the flesh, that thou mightest annul the shadowy signs and remove the veil of our passions. 

Glory to thy goodness, glory to thy compassion, glory to thine ineffable condescension, O 

Word. 

Changes in the Liturgy 
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners at the end of the service. 

What better way  to honor your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, 

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it encourages fellow-

ship among our community. 

Hospitality Teams 
“Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit; the Trinity one in essence and undivided.” - From the Divine Liturgy 

Holy Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee HourHoly Bread and Coffee Hour    3
A���
 ������ 
01/01: Ghaleb and Rita Sweis and Family 01/01 :����	
�  W� 8 ����  6
�] 
01/08: Steve and Hana Haddad & Family 01/08 : ����	
�  "�"� �
�  Q��� 

01/15: Samih Sweis & Family 

 
01/15 :����	
�  W� 8 ?��� 

Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:Epistle Readers:    
Today: Today: Today: Today: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Lana Ammari , Lana Ammari , Lana Ammari , Lana Ammari , ArabicArabicArabicArabic    ––––    Mansura KhouriMansura KhouriMansura KhouriMansura Khouri    

Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: Next Week: EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    ––––    Sub. Dn. Matthew Sweis ,Sub. Dn. Matthew Sweis ,Sub. Dn. Matthew Sweis ,Sub. Dn. Matthew Sweis ,    Arabic Arabic Arabic Arabic ––––    Mazen AmmariMazen AmmariMazen AmmariMazen Ammari    

“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”“Bible Verse of the Week”    
    

“These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have 
tribulation, but be of good cheer: I have overcome the world.”  

John 16:33  
�:
� :4 C%:� M��#� C�$�#
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 16:33يوحنا  

Altar Server Ministry:Altar Server Ministry:Altar Server Ministry:Altar Server Ministry:    
01/01: 01/01: 01/01: 01/01: Team B (Captain  Ramiz Riadi)Team B (Captain  Ramiz Riadi)Team B (Captain  Ramiz Riadi)Team B (Captain  Ramiz Riadi): : : : Rami Sweis, Murad Salman, Yazen Swaiss, Anthony Ri-
hani, Saleem Swais, Sharbel Samawi, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Fallouh, Louis Corey, Alexander Corey 
01/08: 01/08: 01/08: 01/08: Team C (Captain Arrar AlnaserTeam C (Captain Arrar AlnaserTeam C (Captain Arrar AlnaserTeam C (Captain Arrar Alnaser): ): ): ): Omar Nemri, Mathew Nemri, Samer Sweis , Elia Sweiss, 
Simon Tadros, Murad Salman, George Corey, Woody Corey 
01/15: 01/15: 01/15: 01/15: Team A (Captain  Jordan Rihani)Team A (Captain  Jordan Rihani)Team A (Captain  Jordan Rihani)Team A (Captain  Jordan Rihani): : : : Odei Sweis, Yousif Saigh, Jimmy Salman, Jai Riske, Sean 
Rihani, Daniel Al- Nemri, Joseph Sweis, Matthew Ibrahim, Gabe Corey, Sam Corey 
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Prayer for the Beginning of the New Year 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Creator of all things, who by Thy authority 

has established the times and the seasons, who provides us with 

rain and the abundance of the fruits of the earth, and who hears 

the prayers of those who humbly seek Thee, accept also our re-

quests about our needs and concerns and deliver us from every 

worry, danger, and sin.  Thy mercy is as abundant as thy works.  

Bless all our activities, direct our steps by Thy Holy Spirit, and 

forgive our sins.  O Lord, bless the beginning of our New Year 

with Thy goodness and make it a year of grace for all of us. 

Preserve us in peace through the prayers of Thy Most Holy 

Mother, the Theotokos, and of all Thy Saints. Amen. 
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Congratulations to Mitch Luke Lowenstein on his Chrismation into the Holy 

Orthodox Church. May God grant Mitch many healthy years in his service. 

Mabrouk! 
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Congratulations to Philip and Grace Preyma Riske on the churching of their 

baby girl Asha Sophia. Many years to Asha, her parents, and the entire fam-

ily. Mabrouk! 

���
��
 ��� 8 �1_ �3�
�� ����, ����
�� ����� ����� V��>  6���� *
� �
�
�3�  . ?
�� %� 9� <0�

�"�"2 %�
�
 �"�	�
�  ��8
� ����	
�  �3�"
�   ��F7
� .; ���! 

Fr. Mousa, Fr. Malek, and Dn. Saed and their families wish each and 
every one of you a Happy New Year filled with God's abundant bless-
ings!  May God grant you many more healthy New Years to come! 
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Please join us Thursday, January 5th at 7pm to celebrate the Liturgy of the 

Theophany of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This is the service in 

which we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord by John the Baptist in the 

Jordan River. We will also have the Great Sanctification of Water, which 

will be given out in bottles at the end of Liturgy to everyone in atten-

dance. May God bless you all! 
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Please make sure you pick up your 2012 St. Mary’s Calendar after Lit-

urgy. God bless! 
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The 2012 Holy Bread & Coffee Hour sign-up sheet is available in the Church 

hall. Please take time to sign up for a Sunday.  God bless! 
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Pledge Envelopes are here!!!!!  Please pick up your 2012 pledge enve-

lopes today. You will find them laid out on a table in our Fellowship Hall. 

Thank you for your support! 
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Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will 
be next Sunday, January 8th, immediately fol-
lowing the Divine Liturgy. Please make sure 
that you are up-to-date in your pledges. 
Thanks and God bless! 



 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Church of the Virgin Mary will be covering Saint Paul’s Letter to the Ro-
mans for this year’s Bible bowl tournament. All teens and adults are in-
vited to join us and dig deeper into one of Saint Paul’s most challenging 
and spiritually moving letters!  We will be meeting at the Church of the 
Virgin Mary on Tuesdays from 7:30pm to 9:30pm. Please see the dates 

below. We are open to suggestions for different dates. 

January 10th and 24th 
February 7th and 28rd 
March 6th, 13th and 20th 

April 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 24th 
May 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th 
June= to be determined 

Please see Klodia Haddadin 
for questions or to get on the 
list. khaddadin@gmail.com  

708-208-3039  

  

  

  

This Wednesday, January 4th at 7pm, in St. Mary’s Fellowship Hall, there will be a 

meeting for all committees and volunteers who are helping in the planning and or-

ganization of the 2012 Parish Life Conference that our parish is hosting. 

 

Thank you in advance for volunteering your time and your commitment to our par-

ish and the 2012 PLC. 

  

An agenda will be provided at the meeting. Please bring all of your ideas to the 

meeting. 

  

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Abdullah Tadros 

(aytadros@gmail.com) or CJ Kari (ckari@comcast.net), our PLC Chairs, and plan to 

be at this meeting. 

  

Many blessings to you and best wishes for a safe New Year Celebration. 
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Lots of Socks needed!!! 
 

We are sending another shipment of needed items to the 
Romanian Orphans.  This year we are sending back-
packs, t-shirts, hats and toothbrushes , and we would 

like to also send socks. 
 

If you would like to donate NEW socks (any color and 
size, for children and teens), please bring them to church 
any time before January 15 (We are shipping the items 
on 1/15, so no donations will be accepted after that day). 

 
If you would like to donate any items, or if you would 
like to cover part of the cost to ship the items to Roma-

nia, please see Kh. Delia. 
 

 

 
 

 

            Taking our faith outside the church walls Taking our faith outside the church walls Taking our faith outside the church walls Taking our faith outside the church walls     
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14141414
thththth
    Annual Canton Basketball TournamentAnnual Canton Basketball TournamentAnnual Canton Basketball TournamentAnnual Canton Basketball Tournament    

January 20January 20January 20January 20----22, 201222, 201222, 201222, 2012        
Division I: Division I: Division I: Division I:     

Ages 12Ages 12Ages 12Ages 12----15 / Division II: Ages 1515 / Division II: Ages 1515 / Division II: Ages 1515 / Division II: Ages 15----18 / Division III: 18 / Division III: 18 / Division III: 18 / Division III: 

Ages 19Ages 19Ages 19Ages 19----26262626        
Friday, January 20Friday, January 20Friday, January 20Friday, January 20    

                    7 pm: Registration begins/Pizza (Hotel Lobby)7 pm: Registration begins/Pizza (Hotel Lobby)7 pm: Registration begins/Pizza (Hotel Lobby)7 pm: Registration begins/Pizza (Hotel Lobby)    

                    8 pm: Teen SOYO Meeting (Hotel Ballroom)8 pm: Teen SOYO Meeting (Hotel Ballroom)8 pm: Teen SOYO Meeting (Hotel Ballroom)8 pm: Teen SOYO Meeting (Hotel Ballroom)    

                    9 pm: Retreat:  (Hotel Ballroom)9 pm: Retreat:  (Hotel Ballroom)9 pm: Retreat:  (Hotel Ballroom)9 pm: Retreat:  (Hotel Ballroom)    

Saturday, January 21Saturday, January 21Saturday, January 21Saturday, January 21    

                    7 am: Morning prayers/Breakfast/Tournament Brackets 7 am: Morning prayers/Breakfast/Tournament Brackets 7 am: Morning prayers/Breakfast/Tournament Brackets 7 am: Morning prayers/Breakfast/Tournament Brackets     

                                                                                                    (Hotel Ballroom)(Hotel Ballroom)(Hotel Ballroom)(Hotel Ballroom)    

                    8 am: Basketball Tournament begins (locations to be announced)8 am: Basketball Tournament begins (locations to be announced)8 am: Basketball Tournament begins (locations to be announced)8 am: Basketball Tournament begins (locations to be announced)    

                    12 pm: Lunch (at Basketball locations)12 pm: Lunch (at Basketball locations)12 pm: Lunch (at Basketball locations)12 pm: Lunch (at Basketball locations)    

                    6 pm: Great Vespers (St. George Serbian)6 pm: Great Vespers (St. George Serbian)6 pm: Great Vespers (St. George Serbian)6 pm: Great Vespers (St. George Serbian)    

                    7 pm: Banquet/ Awards Presentation/Hafli (St. George Serbian)7 pm: Banquet/ Awards Presentation/Hafli (St. George Serbian)7 pm: Banquet/ Awards Presentation/Hafli (St. George Serbian)7 pm: Banquet/ Awards Presentation/Hafli (St. George Serbian)    

Sunday, January 22Sunday, January 22Sunday, January 22Sunday, January 22    

                    8:45 am: Matins (St. George Antiochian)8:45 am: Matins (St. George Antiochian)8:45 am: Matins (St. George Antiochian)8:45 am: Matins (St. George Antiochian)    

                    10 am: Divine Liturgy (St. George Antiochian)10 am: Divine Liturgy (St. George Antiochian)10 am: Divine Liturgy (St. George Antiochian)10 am: Divine Liturgy (St. George Antiochian)    

                    11:30 am: Brunch and Farewell (St. George Antiochian Hall)11:30 am: Brunch and Farewell (St. George Antiochian Hall)11:30 am: Brunch and Farewell (St. George Antiochian Hall)11:30 am: Brunch and Farewell (St. George Antiochian Hall)     
Early RegistrationEarly RegistrationEarly RegistrationEarly Registration: : : : $$$$45454545    by January by January by January by January 13131313        RegistrationRegistrationRegistrationRegistration: : : : $$$$55555555    

((((Includes all meals and eventsIncludes all meals and eventsIncludes all meals and eventsIncludes all meals and events))))    

    

StStStSt. . . . George Antiochian Orthodox ChurchGeorge Antiochian Orthodox ChurchGeorge Antiochian Orthodox ChurchGeorge Antiochian Orthodox Church    

1118111811181118    Cherry AveCherry AveCherry AveCherry Ave. . . . NE   CantonNE   CantonNE   CantonNE   Canton, , , , OH OH OH OH 44704447044470444704    

330330330330----455455455455----8482848284828482                    stgeorgecantonstgeorgecantonstgeorgecantonstgeorgecanton@@@@sbcglobalsbcglobalsbcglobalsbcglobal....netnetnetnet    

        Hotel InformationHotel InformationHotel InformationHotel Information: : : : Courtyard by MarriottCourtyard by MarriottCourtyard by MarriottCourtyard by Marriott    

4375437543754375    Metro Circle NW   NMetro Circle NW   NMetro Circle NW   NMetro Circle NW   N. . . . CantonCantonCantonCanton, , , , OH OH OH OH 44720447204472044720            330330330330----494494494494----6494649464946494    

Group Rate: $75/night  (Mention St. George Canton)Group Rate: $75/night  (Mention St. George Canton)Group Rate: $75/night  (Mention St. George Canton)Group Rate: $75/night  (Mention St. George Canton)  
If interested Please contact Racan Haddad at Racanhaddad@yahoo.com or Call 

708-691-7199 or Nidal at haddadnidal24@yahoo.com or  Call 708-691-8849                    
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If  you are between 13-19 years old and you are interested in participating in next year’s  
Oratorical Festival, please let Kh. Delia know. We will start working on the speeches soon! 
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Midwest Parish Life Conference 2012 



 

16 

  
  

Weekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly SynaxarionWeekly Synaxarion    

 On January 1 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we celebrate the Cir-

cumcision in the Flesh of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ; it be-

ing the eighth day after His birth, we commemorate also the giving of 

the Name of Jesus. The Divine Child was presented in the Temple and 

circumcised according to the Law existing in Israel since the time of 

Abraham. The Old Testament circumcision was the proto-type of the 

New Testament baptism. The circumcision of our Lord shows that He 

received upon Himself the true body of man and not just seemingly, as 

was later taught of Him by heretics. Our Lord was also circumcised 

because He wanted to fulfill the entire Law which He Himself gave 

through the prophets and forefathers. Thus, the Apostle Paul declares: 

“For neither does circumcision mean anything, nor does uncircumci-

sion, but only a new creation” (Gal. 6:15). On this day we also com-

memorate our Father among the Saints Basil the Great, archbishop of 

Caesarea in Cappadocia. Basil was baptized in the River Jordan and 

was Bishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia for almost ten years. He was a 

great defender of Orthodoxy, a great light of moral purity, a great theo-

logical mind, a great builder and pillar of the Church of God. Basil 

fully deserved the title “Great” and is referred to as the “bee of the 

Church of Christ which brings honey to the faithful and with its 

stinger pricks the heretics.” Numerous works of this Father of the 

Church are preserved; they include theological, ascetical and canoni-

cal writings as well as the Holy and Divine Liturgy named after him, 

which we will celebrate today. Basil reposed peacefully in 379 A.D. 

On this day, we also commemorate the new-martyr Peter of the Pelo-

ponnesos. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O God, have mercy 

upon us. Amen. 


